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NEWS SUMMARY 


NET OUTPUT per man-month in the 
building industry is running 5 per cent. 
above the average of 1956, states our 
Quarterly Analysis of Trends. p. 131 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES and forth- 
coming Bills are dealt with in a 
special article on the impending 
session by our Parliamentary corre- 
spondent. p. 148 

BUILDING WAGES increase by ld. 
per hour on February 4. The 
guaranteed week has been extended 10 
cover 36 hours, but the operatives’ 
claims for a status wages increase has 
been referred back by the NJC for 
further study. p. 151 


EXPERIMENTS with a new type of 


footpath based on burnt pit shale have 
been made at Leeds and show promis- 
ing results. p. 157 
FEARS lest the proposed European free 
trade area may result in the dumping 
in Britain’ of cheap, poor-quality 
Continental bricks are expressed by 
Mr. George Miller. p. 164 
NEW BUILDING CONTRACTS should 
continue to be on a firm price basis, 


Scottish building authorities — are 
advised by the DHS. p. 166 
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LETHABY 


HE name of Lethaby is so often on our lips that it is hard to realise that he 
died over a quarter of a century ago, and that he was born exactly a 
hundred years ago to-day. A centenary tribute was paid to his memory by 
Mr. A. R. N. Roberts in a lecture at the Roya! Society of Arts on Wednesday 
afternoon. From this some extracts are given on page 145 of this issue. 


So much has been written and said about Lethaby that even those who never 
saw him seem to have known him personally. Perhaps the most intimate 
portrait, though a brief one, is that of the late Sir Reginald Blomfield in his 
book on Norman Shaw, while the best philosophical estimate of his teaching and 
its influence is that given in the preface and epilogue, by Professor Basil Ward, 
to the new edition of Lethaby’s little masterpiece ‘Architecture,’ published 
by Oxford University Press in 1955, after it seemed likely to be allowed to go 
out of print. 


Lethaby was undoubtedly the greatest and most inspiring teacher of his time 
in architecture and the arts and crafts—a unique combination of scholar, artist, 
humanitarian and prophet; long before Gropius or Le Corbusier were heard 
of he was inveighing against the ‘sham styles’ and eloquently preaching the 
gospel of structural efficiency. 


He was the completely dedicated man. Everyone agrees on his generosity 
and unselfishness, the modesty and simplicity of his character. He refused 
all conventional honours, including the Royal Gold Medal and nomination for 
the Royal Academy; these things, he said, would be inconsistent with the whole 
tradition of his life, Yet, as Professor Basil Ward has pointed out, it would be 
wrong to confuse his characteristics with meekness or with ingenuousness in the 
affairs of men. Blomfield hints at the fires that smouldered behind that almost 
shy exterior. ‘At a meeting of the RIBA, he writes, ‘after we had buried the 
hatchet with that body, Lethaby once made some suggestion, which I inadver- 
tently described as “‘nebulous.” This incensed him beyond measure, his eyes 
blazed and he almost leapt at my throat, but it was all over in an instant, and 
we were again the best of friends.’ 


It is probably true, as Blomfield suggests, that Lethaby ‘shrank from the 
bustle and turmoil of modern life.” There is no doubt that he found his greatest 
happiness in teaching, lecturing, writing and antiquarian research—for which 
last his surveyorships of Westminster Abbey and Rochester Cathedral provided 
excellent opportunities. 


If there be any regret about his career it must be that he designed so few 
buildings: and those he has left us, though unconventional, show no startling 


originality. Nevertheless, much that has happened in our own time is due to 
his teaching. We wonder whether he would be altogether happy about some 
of it. 


PETROL 


( NE of the most important tasks facing the new Government must be to deal 
JF with the petrol situation. The present muddle cannot be allowed to 
continue. The ideal solution would, of course. be the restoration of an un- 
interrupted flow of oil into the country, but it may be some time before this can 
be achiéved. In the meantime, it is imperative that petrol rationing should 
be put on a more effective and realistic basis. Obviously, petrol rationing must 
cause inconvenience to some people, and the authorities may be tempted to 
think that the easiest and fairest solution is to call for equality of sacrifice by 
imposing all-round cuts on all sections of the community. Such a policy would 
be short-sighted and disastrous. It could cause widespread unemployment and 
disrupt production in important industries. 
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The building industry is a case in point. Output is dependent upon a regular 
flow of materials and labour to a very large number of individual sites scattered 
all over the country. often in isolated places. The demand for materials 
involves a specially heavy burden on transport facilities. For example, the 
building of a single house—a comparatively small item of construction 
requires some 150 tons of materials all of which have to be moved on to the site. 
Moreover, the time of delivery is of vital importance because delay in getting 
the right materials on to the site at the right time can disrupt the whole process 
of construction. Both manufacturers and merchants have evolved very 
efficient system for the supply of materials, in which the use of their own 
C licensed—vehicles plays an important part. A generous allocation of petrol 
to these C licence holders is therefore essential. 


If the Government do not provide the necessary allocation, the consequences 
are likely to be serious. If the flow of materials to building sites is interrupted, 
the whole national building programme may be upset with incalculable con- 
sequences. Obviously, the completion of important building works would be 
delayed, and this would almost certainly increase the ultimate cost of construc- 
tion; where the building contract contains a fluctuations clause, a quite sub- 
stantial increase in cost may be passed on to the client, and in this connection 
the Government might usefully remember that a considerable amount of 
building work to-day is financed out of public funds. The effect on the employ- 
ment situation must also be borne in mind; there would almost certainly be 
unemployment among building operatives, and unemployment might spread 
to some of the supply industries such as brick and cement manufacture. 


The building industry can be relied upon to co-operate in all reasonable 
measures for overcoming the emergency. Indeed, the leaders of the industry 
have already shown their willingness to do what they can—the National Joint 
Council, for instance, has urged its regional and local committees to permit 
some flexibility in regard to working hours so as to reduce the demand for 
transport—but the most the industry can do is to make marginal savings. If 
output is to be maintained, the Government must see to it that petrol is available. 





ST. BRIDE'S CHURCH RESTORATION.—A painting by Mr. John Stammers 
hased on Mr. H. L. G. Pilkington’s perspective drawing of St. Bride’s Church, Fleet-street, 
as it will appear when the work of rebuilding is completed next autumn. The church was 
burnt out by incendiary bombs on the night of December 29, 1940. The architect for 
reconstruction is Mr. W. Godfrey Allen, FRIBA, The mural background is by Mr. 
Glyn Jones, and follows the description in E. Hatton's ** New View of London” (1708) 
of the original fresco designed by Sir Christopher Wren. The oak reredos is to be a 
memorial to the Pilgrim Fathers and in particular to Governor Edward Winslow, an 
apprenticed printer in Fleet-street, whose parents were married in the church on the 3rd 
November, 1594 
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Notes of the Week, 


Government Changes 


TPYHE reputation for drive and initiatiye 

which Mr. Macmillan won at the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Goverp. 
ment will stand him in good stead as 
Prime Minister, and the building 
industry, which played a full part in help. 
ing him to achieve the 300,000 target of 
houses, is pleased at his promotion. |p 
the changes which inevitably must be. 
the industry has lost Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
who had gained at the Ministry of Hoys. 
ing and Local Government, a reputatiop 
as a fair and painstaking Minister who 
took infinite trouble to see things for him. 
self and then acted with courage. He 
bequeaths to his successor, Mr. Henry 
Brooke, an industry which is quite 
capable of producing any number of 
houses and other buildings required, pro. 
vided that its job is not hindered by ap 
excess of credit-squeezing and a deficit of 
petrol and oil. Mr. Brooke, as former 
leader of the LCC opposition party, has 
wide knowledge of housing and _ local 
government questions, and, as a Balliol 
man, should be well versed in the varying 


factors which the Oxford relief road 
problem poses. 
Sir David Eccles, who goes to the 


Board of Trade, will find opportunit 
there for his economic flair. It will be 
surprising if he does not actively support 
the efforts made by that department to 
develop still further overseas contracting 
by British firms. The building industry 
loses Mr. Buchan-Hepburn who, coming 
to the Ministry of Works after licensing 
had ended, nevertheless made an excellen! 
Minister and won the affection and 
esteem of the industry. We shall expect 
to see him adding informed contributions 
on building education and _ scientific 
research to the House of Lords’ debates. 


* Architecture as a Career’ 


Tuis display, prepared by the Royal 
Institute of British Architects as a travel 
ling exhibit, is designed to inform young 
people about architecture as a profession 
and deals with architectural education, 
entry to the profession, opportunities 
available and the nature of the archi- 
tect’s work. It consists of nine single-sided 
panels, carrying illustrations and text, 

each 30 in. high by 24 in. wide, for wall 
mounting in sequence from left to right, 
giving a run of 18 feet. In support, supple 
mentary literature dealing mainly wilh 
architectural education, is available for 
table display. 

This exhibition remains on show on the 
first floor landing at the RIBA until Janv- 
ary 24 (Monday to Friday, 10-7, Saturday, 
10-5) before it is sent out on tour. 


An Uneertain Outlook 


INTERNATIONAL tension and _ uncertall- 
ties in the economic situation make tt 
difficult to forecast with any degree 0 
accuracy the prospects for the building 
industry in the New Year, says the 
LMBA in its 85th annual report which i 
to be presented to members at the annual 
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neral mecting next Tuesday (January 
1) 
“the long-term view of work for a 
wneration ahead, adds the report, re- 
mains unaltered, but in the immediate 
ure there are obvious difficulties to 
ye faced. On the one hand, there will 
ye large expenditure on the building of 
quclear power Stations and an increase 
athe programme of educational build- 
gg, but, on the other hand, there is likely 
») be a substantial reduction in building 
ior industry and commerce. And, after 
lowing for slum clearance, it appears 

‘kely that there will be a fall in the 
ate of house-building which, for the first 
ime since 1952, may fall below 300,000 
,year. The number of new houses built 
ince the war is over 2} m., an impressive 
ecord, of which some 600,000 have been 
huilt by private builders. 

An overall reduction in the volume of 
york had been expected owing to the 
Government’s policy of credit restric- 
ion, The rationing of petrol and other 
forms of fuel, which the building industry 
yes in considerable quantities, is bound 
‘9 cause Short-term difficulties. 


| New President 


As IF taking over within the past month 
the chairmanship of a firm of building 
ad civil engineering contractors with 
world-wide interests were not enough, Mr. 
W. Kirby Laing on Tuesday next will be 
dected President of one of the three most 
ively regional associations which com- 
prise the National Federation—the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association. It will 
bea test of stamina as well as organisa- 
tion for Mr. Laing, for either post might 
well be reckoned a full-time one. He is 


fortunate in having in his brother, Mr. 
Maurice Laing, the new managing direc- 
tor of the family firm, an aide of the 
highest quality. By a curious coincidence, 
John Laing & Son have within the last 








W. KIRBY LAING, MInstCE, nominated 
for election as President LMBA~ on 
January 22 (see note) 
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COLOGNE OPERA HOUSE, now nearing completion. 
it replaces the building destroyed in the war. 


few weeks obtained contracts for the 
Berkeley atomic power station and for 
Coventry Cathedral— the power and the 
glory’ it might almost be put. 

Mr. Laing, who is 40, is the second 
youngest President ever of the LMBA, 
displacing David Woodbine Parish, Presi- 
dent in 1952, from that position by 
exactly 22 days. Youngest in the list was 
Sir George Burt, who was only 37 when 
elected in 1921. No doubt the cut and 
thrust inseparable from high office stood 
Sir George in good stead for the Olympics 
in 1924, when he represented Great 
Britain in the épée. Now, at 72, Sir 
George is the senior vice-president and 
in wonderful health and form. 


THE INCOMING PRESIDENT faces a stren- 
uous year, but he brings to it personal 
knowledge of a number of matters which 


will occupy the Association’s attention. 
notably the all-important subject of 
human relationships. Mr. Laing was 


selected by the organisers of the Duke ot 
Edinburgh’s Conference to represent the 
building industry, and readers will re- 
member the interesting account he con- 
tributed on the Conference to our issue 
of August 17. His firm are concerned 
with several negotiated contracts, the 
latest of which is Coventry Cathedral 
(being a negotiated extension of the 
earlier foundation and substructure con- 
tract), and his experience here should be 
invaluable to the LMBA. His firm are 
among the five largest operating Overseas, 
and we shall hope that the new President 
will find time during his year to support 
the call for greater activity by British con- 
tractors overseas made in our New Year 
number by the Minister of State, the 
Board of Trade, Mr. Low. We wish him 
well in what must be a difficult but should 
be a vital and rewarding year of office. 


To seat 1,300, 


Prestressed Concrete Paper 

Next Thursday, January 24, Ir. A. S. G. 
Bruggeling will present a paper on 
‘Progress of Prestressed Concrete in the 
Netherlands” at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Great George-street, SW1. Ir. 
Bruggeling is a member of the Board of 
STUVO (the Netherlands Prestressed 
Concrete Development Group), of which 
he was a co-founder in 1949; he has served 
as both secretary and treasurer of the 
Group. He played an active part in the 
organisation of the Second Congress of 
the Fedération Internationale de la 
Précontrainte in Amsterdam in 1955. 


All BS House 


BRITISH STANDARDS are tools which de- 
signers can use every day in their work. 
Drain pipes and guttering, plumbing and 
sanitary fixtures, storage cisterns and 
electric wiring, to say nothing of the 
bricks and concrete, tiles, doors and win- 
dows which are used in every house, may 
all be made in accordance with British 
Standards. These have been drawn up to 
simplify and so reduce the cost of the 
work of the architect and builder. More 
recently standards have been developed 
for many household goods. 

Apart from standard materials and 
components used in the building itself, the 
bungalow now on show at E. and L. 
Berg’s Waterlooville estate, near Ports- 
mouth, is almost entirely equipped and 
furnished with British Standard items. 
In particular, bedding and furniture, gas 
and electrical equipment, pressure cooker, 
linoleum, plastics in many of the forms 
commonly used in the home, are the sub- 
ject of British Standards and have been 
used in the furnishing of this small single- 
storey house. Known as the Berg 
‘Cranley’ bungalow, it is to be built for 
showing at this year’s Ideal Home 
Exhibition. 








130 


CORRESPONDENCE 
* Recognition’ at Hong Kong 
To the Editor of The Builder 
QIR,—It is apparent that a speech by 
the Vice-Chancellor of this Uni- 
versity regarding the recognition of the 
degree in Architecture, by the RIBA, has 
been misunderstood in some quarters. The 
Vice-Chancellor did not suggest that the 
RIBA should depart from the academic 
standard which it has always maintained, 
but he wondered whether our dealings 
with the RIBA had not been affected by 
matters other than those of purely aca- 
demic standards. The records show that 
the RIBA has been aware of the Uni- 
versity intention to apply for recognition 
since 1951, and it accepted and considered 
such an application in 1953, after the 
chairman of the RIBA Board of Archi- 
tectural Education had visited Hong 
Kong to inspect the school. It was not 
until 1956, after a correspondence which 
had continued over five years, that the 
RIBA first stated that recognition must 
be obtained from the Architects Registra- 
tion Council of the United Kingdom be- 
fore the granting of RIBA recognition 
could be considered. The ARCUK had 
not been mentioned in any previous 
correspondence in regard to this matter. 
With these events in mind and in view 
of the fact that major universities had 
accepted our degree as a qualification to 
enter upon post-graduate studies, the 
Vice-Chancellor stated: * All this tends to 
make one wonder whether this question 
of recognition by the RIBA is not bound 
more intimately with questions of British 
architectural politics and expediency, 
rather than with that of academic status.’ 
This school is now seeking recognition 
from the ARCUK and, as the Vice- 
Chancellor is away at this time, I feel that 
it is necessary for me to remove any mis- 
conception about the matter. The follow- 
ing is a concise record of events: 
(a) 1950.—Course founded. 
(b) 1951.—RIBA_ informed officially of 
the intention of the school to apply for 
RIBA Intermediate Recognition. 


(c) 1953.—Applied for Intermediate Re- 
cognition. 

(d) 1953.—Intermediate Recognition re- 
fused. 
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(e) 1954.—Letter dated November 20, 
1954, Application to apply for Intermediate 
or Intermediate and Final Recognition in 
1955. 

(f) 1955.—February 28, 1955, RIBA re- 
plied to application (e) above, saying that 
the RIBA had not settled its policy in this 
matter with regard to schools overseas and 
advising that application for recognition 
should not be made that year. 

(g) 1955.—June 25, 1955, Application to 
RIBA to apply tor recognition in 1956, at 
Intermediate and Final levels simultaneously. 

(h) 1956.—February 15, 1956, RIBA re- 
plied to application (g) stating that recogni- 
tion must first be obtained from the Archi- 
tects Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom. 

R. GORDON BROWN 
[MA (Edin.), FRIBA], Dean, 
Faculty of Architecture, 
University of Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Elemental Bills 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR.—I feel a bond of sympathy with 
N haste 

your correspondent ‘ Alice in Won- 
derland’ in asking what is an elemen- 
tal bill. You may be hearing from 
Sherlock Holmes, of course, suggesting 
that this is elementary, but being re- 
moved from the centre (? vortex) of the 
discussion on this subject, I have been 
scanning your journal in the hope of 
ascertaining what all the fuss is about. 

What has emerged, it seems to me, is 
the tacit admission that the orthodox 
bill of quantities is out-dated; not neces- 
sarily in respect of the purpose for which 
it was designed—whatever that may have 
been—but in the light of present-day 
approaches to ‘he problems of (a) design, 
and (b) execution, when both are con- 
sidered against the background, as they 
must be, of cost. 

As regards the production of cost data to 
assist the architect in the design stage, it is 
obviously too late in the proceedings for 
him to be influenced by the cost data, ele- 
mental or otherwise, which ray be avail- 
able from a study of the tenders for the 
particular project before him. Such data 
should, therefore, be available as the result 
of analysing the final accounts of similar 
projects and in this respect would be more 
reliable than hypotheses drawn from ten- 
ders, which, after all, are only estimates in 
the widest sense of the term. If this is a 
correct appraisal of the position there seems 
to be little in it to support the suggestion 
to use elemental bills to assist the architect 
in the design stage of his work as the quan- 
tity surveyor can produce the data he re- 
quires and advise him on the factor of 
adjustment, if any, necessary to bring such 
data in step with current conditions. 

Turning to the question of the execution 
of the work, the case for reform is con- 
siderably stronger. Whatever may have 
been the limited purpose for which the 
orthodox bill of quantities was designed, 
it is quite certain that contractors to-day 
require the use of a ‘tool’ which does not 
generally exist, because of (i) the virtual 
disappearance of a pukka specification, and 
(ii) the genuine attempt by many contractors 
to plan their work in respect of both office 
and site administration. In the absence of 
the proper tool they have tried to impro- 
vise with what they have, the bill, but a 
great deal of administrative time is being 
wasted by contractors in doing so. 

You were kind enough to publish a letter 
from me (August 12, 1955), suggesting the 
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adoption of the ‘Contract schecule, I wit 
not trespass on your space by repeating th. 
details of my proposals in this letter, but i 
any of your readers care to write to me | 
would be pleased to send them outline par. 
ticulars of a schedule which provides 
the basis for tendering; (ii) the schedule of 
rates for the adjustment of variations: (i) 
stages (and associated values) for plannino 
the work; (iv) a means of identifying gq; 
measuring materials and components tg he 
purchased; and (v) a means of valuing wort 
completed for interim payments. wii 

Incidentally, the preparation of such , 
schedule does not interfere with the profes. 
sional functions of a quantity  surveyo, 
whether he prefers southern or northern 
method of take-off, apart from re-Orienty. 
ing the presentation of his final quantities 
In any case, the SMM is not necessafi\ 
intended to become a standard method 9 
billing! ; 

A. T. GINNINGS [FIQS), 
General Manager, W. A. Gale, Lt 
151, Linacre-lane, Bootle, 
Liverpool 20. 
* Homes of England’ 
To the Editor of The Builder 
~IR,—1957 is the centenary of Lox 
Baden Powell, and in July th 
Queen is lending part of Windsor Grey 
Park for a great World Camp to whic: 
4,000 Guides are coming from all oy 
the world. 

A small exhibition on ‘ Britain’ js \ 
be staged in a special marquee in th: 
middle of the camp to show these yj- 
tors something of our way of life. 

One exhibit is to be ‘Homes of Er. 
land,’ showing types of domestic arch: 
tecture. Could any of your readers sy. 
gest where the committee might borroy 
any of the following models for tt 
duration of the camp (July 24 to Augus 
9, next)? A thatched cottage; black ani 
white house; Tudor house;  Victori: 
house; gipsy caravan. The modes 
should be about | ft. to 1 ft. 6 in. long 

ETHEL M. HaAsersuo\, 

Chairman of the Display Committe: 

Girl Guides’ Association. 
Leas Court, Cliff Drive, Canford 
Cliffs, Bournemouth. 


OBITUARY 
T. M. Wilson, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, 0 
January 11, of Mr. T. M. Wilson, FRIB4 
formerly Chief Assistant to the late Sirf 
Guy Dawber. Born in 1879, he was artic: 
to the late J. J. Stevenson and later won 
competition for Hendon Public Bai 
Among his works were houses in all parts 
the country and banks for Lloyds Bat 
Limited. 


H. A. Gold, MC, FRIBA 
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WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, 
January 10, of Mr. H. A. Gold, Mc) 
FRIBA. He was 67 years of age. 
CUC Silver Jubilee 

The Coal Utilisation Council is to &* 
brate 25 years’ work with a Silver Jub 
Convention in London on October 21. fF” 
ther arrangements, including the met: 
place and names of speakers, will * 
announced when completed. 
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qerage for 1955. 


GOOD starting point for discussing 
\ current trends is provided by the 
joard of Trade’s estimates of capital 
apenditure on building work by manu- 
jcturing industry, which were released 
at the end of December. These are pre- 
ented, Soviet fashion, as percentage 
changes from the corresponding period a 
yar eatlier; for the first three quarters 
of 1956 they run: 


faerease 1955 I to 1956 I 47 per cent. 
1955 II ,, 1956 Il 40 ,, 
1955 Il ,, 1956 Il iG: 


_while the forecast for the year 1957 is 
fora fall of 7 per cent. compared with the 
forecasted average of 1956. (There is not 
yet sufficient experience of these statistics 
to make possible a judgment of their 
liability or likely bias.) Building work 
for manufacturing industry is a substantial 
and lively element in ‘new non-housing 
work,’ and the first column of table A (2) 
shows that the value of this work has 
increased as follows : 


1955 Ito 1956 I 27 per cent. 
i955 TE ,, 1956 Il 8 aR 
1955 TE ,, 1956 Tl 20 


‘New non-housing work’ includes work 
on offices and shops, on public buildings, 
schools and hospitals, on public utilities 
(including nuclear power plants), on roads 
and docks, and so on; much of this is 
likely to follow a long-term plan, irrespec- 
tive of credit restriction, but if there is an 
actual downturn of modest size in building 
for industry it may be that new non- 
housing work, at present running 40 per 
cent. above the level of two years ago, 
will also decline. Such a change of trend 
should not be over-emphasised, for the 
present signs are of no more than a small 
telapse from a high level, leaving this part 
of the industry still extremely active. 
Indeed, since industrial building ‘starts’ 
fave, at least until very recently, been 
much larger than ‘completions,’ there is 
an exceptional amount of work ‘in the 
pipeline,’ and most of 1957 will be needed 
to work it down to more normal levels. 
The number of houses under construction 
showed no great change during 1956, 
though it was lower (and commencements 
and completions were lower) than during 
1955. The second and fifth columns of 
table A (1) show, however, little evidence 
of change in the gross output of this part 
of the industry, when the effect of price 





death, 0” 
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changes is removed, since the beginning 
of 1955; and it must be remembered that 
the fall in the load of work has been 
mostly in local authority building, building 
lor private owners (which is no doubt on the 
average more expensive and elaborate) 
having been well maintained. This would 
partly explain why, comparing the third 
quarters of 1955 and 1956, a 5 per cent. 
lall in the numbers of houses under con- 
struction is accompanied by a | per cent. 
lall in gross output—though, in any case, 
one would not expect close agreement 


PRODUCTIVITY AND PRICES 


between 
statistics. 


these 


‘The Builder’ Quarterly Analysis of Trends 


The Quarterly analysis of trends shows that, taking the industry as 
awhole, net output per man-month is running at 5 per cent. above the 
Current conditions, however, indicate some further 
vise in building prices in the immediate future. 


very different 
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sets of 


Repair and maintenance work, so far 
as it can be estimated, seems to have 
risen slightly. The near-constant volume 
of housing work has been carried on a 
slowly falling labour force, with some 


indicated 


increase of productivity; 


the 


number of operatives employed on new 





TABLE A—OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRY IN 
GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) 





Values at 1955 average prices || 


Indices, 1955 (averages) 





























| Actual 100 (constant prices) 
| value of | —$— —— |} —— —— ee 
| gross Gross Net Input of || Materials Net 
| output output output materials Gross input per output per 
|| Output man- man- 
—— £mn. | £mn. £mn. fmn._ || month ‘ month 
TABLE !—New housing work 
1955 I | 125 | 130 | 61 69 95 92 99 
II | 138 | 137 | 61 76 | 100 | 99 | 98 
HI 40] at | | 9 103 =| 103 | 101 
IV | 142 |} 140 | 62 | 7 |} 102 | 105 | 102 
1956 I | 130 || 127 59 | 68 | 93 | 96 | 101 
H | 147 | 140 | 6. | 7 ‘|| 102 | 108 «| 103 
IIf 147 140 62 78 || 102 | 109 | 106 
TABLE 2—New non-housing work 
1955 I |} 131 136 67 69 i 88 89 | 98 
If | 151 149 | 70 79 || 96 97 98 
Til | 167 | 164 76 | 88 105 104 101 
i ae ee 7 |} 171 79 92 | 110 107 103 
1956 | 167 || 163 78 85 105 99 102 
IT 199 || 191 | 88 103 || «123 113, | ~—: 108 
Ill 200 191 90 101 |} 123 | 107 | 107 
TABLE 3— Repair and maintenance work 
1955 I 84 88 62 26 96 96 99 
II 94 93 65 28 | 101 101 | 100 
ill 95 92 65 27 | 101 | 96 | 100 
IV 94 93 63 30 | 102 | 105 | 101 
1956 | 94 91 61 30 99 112 | 102 
1 100 92 64 28 | 101 101 =| = 100 
Ill 103 94 65 29 | 103 105 | 101 
TaBLe 4—A// building and civil engineering work 
1955 I 340 354 190 164 92 92 } 99 
II 383 379 196 183 99 98 99 
Il 406 397 203 194 | 104 | 103 | 100 
IV 408 404 204 200 | 105 | 107 102 
1956 I 391 381 198 183 99 | 100 102 
II 446 423 213 210 110 | 110 104 
Ill 450 425 217 208 111 108 105 
Figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. 
TABLE B—PRICE COMPARISONS 
Index numbers (1955 First Quarter = 100) of the prices of: 
Output price indices 
- Manu- 

All Materials | Building New factures, 
building for labour All Hous- non- ~* wholesale’ Retail 
materiais housing perman-_ build- ing housing price prices 

hour ing work work index 

52 99 97 88 98 100 98 100 93 
53 97 96 93 97 97 97 98 96 
1954 | 96 96 95 96 96 96 98 96 
I] 97 97 97 97 97 98 98 97 

lll 98 98 99 98 98 99 99 99 

IV 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 

1955 I 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Il 101 101 104 103 103 103 101 101 

Il 103 103 106 104 104 104 102 103 

IV 104 104 106 105 105 105 103 105 

1956 | 105 105 107 106 106 106 105 106 
I] 105 105 114 108 107 106 106 108 

Ill 106 106 115 108 107 107 107 107 

1V 106 107 115 108 107 | 107 107 108 


Figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. 
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non-housing work has, of course, risen, 
but by less than the load of work, so that 
productivity has risen here also. The total 
increase in the labour force, comparing 
the same months in successive years, has 
been only about 2 per cent. and (judging 
from its timing) it does not owe much to 
the effects of the credit squeeze in displacing 
labour from other industries: 


Building and civil engineering operatives, 1955-56 


(Thousands) 
Total of which New New non- 
housing housing 
1955 
January 1,024 347 353 
April 1,051 350 370 
July 1,076 351 385 
October 1,085 348 397 
1956 
January 1,043 332 398 
April 1,073 333 412 
July 1,103 330 434 
October 1,103 328 445 


Taking the industry as a whole, net 
output per man-month is running 5 per 
cent. above the average for 1955. It will be 
noted that materials usage per operative 
has increased rather more than net out- 
put; this difference stems from the new 
non-housing work, and seems to relate 
to a particular phase in that work. A 
consequence is that, for all work, gross 
output per man-month has increased more 
than net output, to 7 per cent. above the 
average of 1955 (and 6 per cent. above the 
third quarter of 1955) in the third quarter 
of 1956. 

What of prices ? As Mr. W. B. Redda- 
way points out in an article in the London 
and Cambridge Economic Bulletin (Times 
Review of Industry, December 1956) the 
claims of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
that a ‘price plateau’ had been reached 
were not a full presentation of the position. 
In fact, the wholesale price index for manu- 
factured goods has continued to creep 


inexorably upwards, and so has the retail 
price index for non-food goods. The 
appearance of a plateau was created by 
the behaviour of food prices, and_par- 
ticularly the scarcity of vegetables in the 
spring, which led to a considerable fall in 
average food prices between April and 
July. The advantage of that seasonal move- 
ment is past; and although wage claims 
are being granted on a more modest 
scale than in earlier years, the economy 
now has to face the effects of the great 
rise in freight rates and the special short- 
ages created by the closing of the Suez 
Canal. 

It is easy to prove that a particular 
change in costs, for instance the higher 
price of petrol, has a very small effect on 
prices; but this is only true if everyone 
changes their conventional percentage 
mark-up on goods so that they pass on 
no more than the exact increase in their 
costs. Such precision is too much to 
ask of human nature in a country which is 
by no means subject to the stresses of 
depression; so that in fact we are seeing 
the familiar ‘pyramiding’ process, and the 
next six months may see quite a few points 
added to the retail price index. The rise 
in steel prices will be of special importance 
to the building industry. 

But these changes still lie in the future: 
over the last half-year building material 
prices have been practically constant, and 
a good part of the last increase in labour 
costs seems to have been recovered in 
higher productivity. Therefore the price 
indices (which, for reasons explained last 
quarter, are more likely to be too low than 
too high) are shown in the table as steady 
at 7 to 8 per cent. above the level at the 
beginning of 1955. It is interesting to note 
that vacant possession house prices have 
risen by about 10 per cent. over the same 
period; for housing, 1955 and 1956 were 





GENERAL HOSPITAL, HUDDERSFIELD.— Designed to replace the old 
General Hospital, the new building will go up in three phases, and will have 585 
beds. It will be built in r.c. construction on the cross-wall principle. Architects : 
Pite, Son & Fairweather, with Philip B. Nash, Architect to Leeds RHB. Con- 


sultant engineers: Scott & Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Partners. 
services: Donald Smith, Seymour & Rooley. 


Consultants for 
Quantity surveyor: Rex Procter. 
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years of strong private demand, so that 
new houses are still broadly competitiy. 
in price with the available second-hay 
ones. 

There is obviously some further rise j, 
building prices in prospect in the immedig 
future; how far it will go depends on « 
many factors still hidden in the darknes 
of the New Year that on this occasion th; 
wise prophet is silent. 


COMPETITIONS OPEy 


e 


d 






New AsseMBLy Halt AND Municip 
OFFICES, CARLISLE. — Promoted by Cari 
Corporation. Assessor: Prof. W. B. Edward 
MA, BArch, FRIBA, MTPI. Premiums (pre. 





liminary stage): six competitors will be selecisg 
to proceed to the final stage ; each will receiy 
£300. Winner of final stage, £1,000. Last qa 
for submitting preliminary designs, January 3 
1957; for final stage, July 1, 1957. Condition: 
from the Town Clerk, 15, Fisher-street, Carls 
Deposit 2 gns. September 28, 1956 : 

Enrico’ FERMI MEMORIAL, CHICAGO.—Inte 
national competition for the Enrico Fer 
Memorial. to be located at the Fort Dearho- 
Project. Promoted by the Chicago Joint Cy; 
Committee of the Italian Americans and ; 
Chicago Junior Association of Commer 
Assessors. Mies van der Rohe (Chicag 
Gordon Bunshaft (New York), Jose Luis §: 
(Cambridge, Mass.), Pier Luigi Nervi (Rome 
and Lancelot Law Whyte (London). Premium 
$5,000, $3,000, and $1,000 and five other award 
of $200. Closing date March 1, 1957 (but Marc 
10 for entries outside USA). Requests for infor 
mation to Mr, John O. Merrill, 100, Wes 
Monroe-street, Chicago, 3, Illinois. Septem) 
14, 1956. 


New TECHNICAL COLLEGE BUILDINGS, Pais 
LEY, SCOTLAND. Promoted by the governo 
of the College. Assessor: Prof. R. Gardne- 
Medwin, FRIBA, MTPI. Premiums: {£15 
£1,000, £500. Questions by September 3, 19%¢ 
Closing date: March 27, 1957. Conditions fron 
Messrs. J. and A. Gardner, Clerks to the Gove- 
nors, 3, County-place, Paisley, Renfrewshix 
Deposit: £2. June 8, 1956. 


Memorial Hatt AND OFFices, BELFAST, { 
Council of Northern Ireland War Memor 
Assessors : H. A. Dod, FRIBA, and R. § 


Wilshere, FRIBA. Premiums: £750, £500. £30 
Conditions (Deposit £2 2s.) from Capt. W. H 
Wilson, 73, King-street, Belfast. Questions > 
December 14, last day for designs, March 

1957. October 5, 1956. 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION, GENEVA.—Inte 
national contest of ideas for the layout of th 
Place des Nations and of the approach to! 
Secretariat of the Palais des Nations in Gene 
Promoted by the Department of Public Wor 
for the Republic and Canton of Gene 
Assessors: M. Jean Dutoit; Prof. Sir Patric 
Abercrombic, FRIBA: M. Eugéne Beaudous 
M. Jacques Carlu; M. Arnold Hoechel: M 
Giulio Minoletti;: and M. Werner Mos 
Premiums: 40,000 Swiss francs to be award 
to a maximum of five entries; 10,000 Swi 
frances for the purchase of the premiated ent 
Wilson, 73, King-street, Belfast. Questions 
by April 15, 1957. Conditions from. the De 
partment of Public Works, 6, ruc de I"Hotel ¢ 
Ville. Geneva. Deposit: 50 Swiss francs, M 
18, 1956. 

. The date in italics refers to the issu 
The Builder in which fuller details 
published. ; — ; 
RIBA Prizes and Studentships 

THE competition drawings for 1 

4 z 1 SA.% 
RIBA prizes and studentships, 1956 
which were announced on January 8, are 
on view (with certain exceptions) at i 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, W1, until Fe° 
ruary 5 (weekdays, 10 a.m. to 7 pa 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.). , 

The President, Mr. Kenneth M. ° 
Cross, will present the medals and priZ® 


for 1957 and will deliver an address © | 


students on February 5, at 6 p.m., a0 
a criticism will be given by Sir Hug 
Casson, FRIBA, of the work submitie 
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SORTING 
OFFICE 
and 
GARAGE, 


Norwich 





Architect : 
T. F. WINTERBURN, ARIBA, Senior Architect of the 
Chief Architect’s Division of the Ministry of Works 


Mechanical & Engineering Services : C. H. DOHERTY, AMICE, 
AMIMechE, AMIHVE, Senior Engineer, MOW 


Electrical Services : The G.P.O. Engineering Department 


Clerk of Works : E. HETHERINGTON 











SCALE 1/5000 








Builder : J. YOUNGS & Sons, Ltd. 


“ 
4 
m 





J [NTIL 1943, both incoming and outgoing mail at Norwich were handled in the Head Post Office in Prince 
of Wales-road. Although additions and improvements were made to this building over the intervening 
years, it was realised before the war that a separate sorting office would be the most satisfactory and economical 
way of coping with the increasing volume of mail and of safeguarding future needs. A site in Thorpe-road 
was accordingly acquired in 1937, but the war stopped progress on the building scheme. 
In 1943 it became imperative to move the inward mail work to the Agricultural Hall, which was leased 
from the Corporation as a stop-gap measure. The new building is planned on four floors and has also a large 
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basement which contains oil-fired heating apparatus 
and general storage accommodation. 

On the ground floor is a garage some 15,000 sq. ft. 
in area for the motor fleet and fully equipped mainten- 
ance and repair workshop; at the rear, with access 
from Lower Clarence-road, is a yard with a loading 
platform. This platform has two electric goods lifts 
and a belt conveyor giving access to the sorting office, 
which occupies about 20,000 sq. ft. on the first floor. 
In addition to the lifts and the conveyor there are two 
spiral chutes down to the loading platform from the 
sorting office. All inward and outward mail work will 
be handled in the sorting office, which is well lit by 
clerestory windows and top lights. A small public 
callers’ office is approached from Thorpe-road by an 








Sorting Office 


and Garage, Norwich 


open reinforced concrete stair. Posting and telephone 
call box facilities are provided under a concrete 
canopy adjacent to the pavement. 

The second floor is occupied by administrative 
offices, staff cloakrooms and lavatories. On the third 
floor is a canteen with lounge to cater for a total staff 
of 460. 

The building is constructed in reinforced quality- 
controlled concrete. The structure on the main roof 
housing the lift motor and tank rooms is faced with 
copper. The roof over the canteen accommodation 
on the third floor is of hollow precast, prestressed, 
reinforced concrete units only 14 in. deep spanning 
a clear width of 42 ft.; such an engineering feat is 
thought to be unique in this type of construction. 


North-east elevation on Thorpe-road 
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Loading bay from the south 





gee ect 


Sorting Office 
and Garage, 


Norwich 





Loading bay 


Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 
Steel reinforcement, Helical Bar and 
Engineering Co., Ltd. : prestressed roof 
units, Dowmac, Ltd.: concrete roof 
lights, J. Heeley, Ltd.: metal windows, 
Welstead, Ltd.: sliding doors and 
gates, Bolton Gate Co., Ltd.: asphalt 
roofing, Cambridge Asphalt Co., 
Ltd.; asphalt flooring, H. V. Smith, 7 
Ltd.; terrazzo, Crotch and Son, Ltd.: I 
thermoplastic tiles, Marley Tile Co., 
Ltd.; heating services, G. N. Haden 
Ltd.; sprinkler — system, Atlas 
Sprinklers, Ltd.: facing — bricks, 
Williamson, Cliff and Co., Ltd.: 
paints, Dixons Paints, Ltd. 





The illustrations are copyright by 
the Ministry of Works. 





Lounge & dining-room 
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id Main entrance 


: FACTORY AT NORWICH, 
a for John Mackintosh & Sons, Ltd. 


FREDERICK S. SNOW & Partners, Consulting Engineers 
yy A. J. MATHEWSON, ARIBA, Architect 

J. H. VILLIERS, Engineer 

E. R. BABBS & SONS, Quantity Surveyors 

J. YOUNGS & SON, LTD., Builders 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN a eet as 
PLANS & SECTIONS, 
Scale: | in.=48 ft. 
South elevation 


HE Caley Factory was destroyed by bombing 

in 1941 and has been rebuilt in four stages. 

The production buildings are complete and the office 

block is the final stage of reconstruction; it is a separ- 

ate structure and is linked to the factory by a bridge. 

The site is on made-up ground, restricted in width, 

and lies between a service road within the factory and 
Coburg-street. 

The fluctuation in the needs of the various depart- 
ments resulted in the adoption of a modular system 
for the wings and a 2 ft. module was used. 

The structure adopted for the central tower is a 
reinforced concrete box frame with a cantilevered 
balcony at first floor, and for the wings, a double 
RC cantilever with twin columns which, where 
necessary, form a central corridor. Owing to the 
irregular qualities of the bearing strata it was decided 
to use piled foundations. The span of the cantilevers 
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1957 


Factory at Norwich 


is 17 ft., and the twin columns are at 7 ft. centres 
giving an overall width of 41 ft. Each wing consists 
of nine bays of 12 ft.; the centre portion is 32 ft. wide 
with storey heights of 11 ft. Thermal movement has 
been calculated and allowed for with a 3 in. expansion 
joint on each side of the centre portion. A bridge 
36 ft. long by 9 ft. wide in the form of a RC box links 
the second floor of the office block to the first floor 
of the factory; and allowance for differential move- 
ment has been made at the factory end. The cladding 
to the front and rear of each wing section consists 
of tee-section mullions at 2 ft. centres cleated to each 
floor and carrying the windows and timber facings. 
The facing timber is Niangon with a backing of 
bituminous felt and } in. asbestos insulation board; 
the timber has been protected with a proprietary resin 
varnish, this process being carried out under factory 
conditions. 

The front of the central tower is faced with bronze 
panels and windows, between thin cast stone mullions 
with a green Broughton Moore slate panel over; 
the entrance is recessed and is flanked by stone 
reveals and has carvings depicting the ingredients of 
confectionery over the doors. At the rear the facing 
consists of stone framing with an infilling panel of 
french grey faience, flanked with brickwork. 

All internal partitions with the exception of those 
to the lavatories, staircases and the Hollerith Machine 
Room are demountable and interchangeable. The 
partitions butt up to the tee-mullions and thus offices 
can be increased or decreased by increments of 2 ft. 
Artificial lighting is recessed in a false ceiling which 
is on a 6 ft. grid both ways on the centre lines of the 
windows; this gives a light intensity of 18 lumens. 





Two views of 
typical execu- 
tive’s offices 


The board- 
room from the 
managing direc- 
tor’s office with 
the chairman’s 
office on the far 
side 
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Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 


Heating and _ plumbing, 
Barrett and Wright, Ltd. ; 
electrical, Grierson, Ltd. ; 
internal telephones and 
clocks, Modern Automatic 
Telephones, Lid.; lifts, 
Express Lift Co., Ltd. ; 
windows, Mellowes and 
Co., Ltd. : bronze facings, 
Mellowes and Co., Ltd. ; 
balustrades, Hubbard Bros., 
Norwich: piling, Franki 
Piles ; flooring - hardwood, 
Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; flooring- 
linoleum, Wallace King, 
Ltd., Norwich ; partitions, 
British Werno, Ltd. ;  plas- 
tering, Crotch and Son, 
Ltd., Norwich : asphalt, 
Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd.; prefabri- 
cated radiator casings, book 
shelves and cupboard units, 
J. Youngs and Son., Ltd.; 
revolving doors and en- 
trance screen, T. B. Colman 
and Sons, Ltd. ; floor tiling, 
Crotch and Sons, Ltd., 
Norwich ;  faience, Shaws 
Glazed Brick Co., Ltd. ; 
gardens, Daniels Bros., Ltd.; 
cast stone, Empire Stone 
Co., Ltd. : precast concrete 
paving slabs, Crotch and 
Son, Ltd., Norwich ; bronze 
sconces, Corinthian Bronze, 
Ltd. ; ironmongery and 
steel doors, Dennis Waring 
and Co., Ltd.; partitioning, 
British Werno, Ltd. 
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Factory at Norwich 


The finishes employed in the centre portion gener- 
ally are plaster to walls and ceilings and fitted carpet 
to floors, the balustrades to the staircase and balcony 
are wrought iron. The entrance hall has a floor of 
Broughton Moor green slate and timber panelled 
walls which match the facing to the wings; the ceiling 
is acoustic tiles with a moulded plaster surround and 
the entrance doors and screen in armour plate glass 
with satin chrome surround. The ceilings in the 
wings are 2 ft. square acoustic tiles on a suspended 
timber frame, the flooring maple strip or linoleum, 
and al! demountable partitions are veneered with 
gaboon to corridors and striped sapele to offices. 


Board-room 





THE BUILD! 
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HOUSE at Poulton le Fylde, Lancashire 
Arehitects: FAIRBROTHER, HALL & HEDGES 


Partner-in-Charge: 
NX. A. COWBURN, 
DipArch, ARRIBA 


Builders: eee! i: | | 
R. FIELDING & SONS SaaS — 


(Builders) Ltd. 




















HE cost of this house was some 
£8,774, which included £500 for ach 

kitchen equipment, £400 for tiling and garage PU 
£300 for garden work. The II in. : it “<4 
cavity walls are faced with 23 in. ‘ : i 
‘Buckley Junction’ golden brown rustic L = = 
bricks. The mortar joint is 3 in. thick, oe eis [F 
flush rubbed, in red mortar. The roof room bath 
tiles are Hawkins’ ‘Shingle Grey.” The 
chimney to the living-room fire is in adbaneneangl 
Westmorland green stone, as are 
other stone dressings. 

Windows are in timber, to EJMA 
standard sections slightly enlarged; cills en 
are heather brown quarry tiles. PLAN & drive 
SECTION, 
Scale: 
I in. =24 ft. 








bed 2 








_ Subcontractors and Suppliers include : 
fireplaces, Naylor’s Fireplaces; paint, 
Walpamur Co., Ltd.; tiling, Wall and Floor 
Tiling Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., and Wray Bros., Scale-of Feet 

Lid. O 10 20 ~~ ~+30 


PLAN t se! — 
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The High Street of old Crawley, with the George Inn on the left. 


The Building of a New Town—Crawley 


1.—THE STAGE IS SET 


By S. Gordon Joseph 


\ 7 HEN the rude words ‘ satellite town ” 

burst into our everyday language 
in 1944, the inhabitants of the Sussex 
town of Crawley didn’t turn a_ hair. 
After all, that was the fate proposed for 
ill-starred places like Stevenage and 
Harlow: whereas Crawley was not 
even mentioned in this connection in 
Abercrombie’s Greater London Plan. 
Crawley had, in fact, had enough of 
development during the war years, thank 
you, what with the erection of temporary 
factory buildings for light industry and 
the various military camps about the 
area. 

In the summer of 1946, however, while 
the New Towns Act was making its 
passage through Parliament, Crawley 
received its first jolt, when it became 





The new town centre (left), originally field and woodland, in the first stages of construction in 1955 and (right) the Bros! 
Walk, the first of the new town shopping places, which leads to the Town Centre, now in progress of construction. Architet 
Chief Architect, Crawley Development Corporation. 


known that vart of the town was being 
considered in connection with accom- 
modating some of London’s surplus 
population. Within a month, it was made 
public that Crawley and the adjoining 
district of Three Bridges had _ been 
nominated as the possible location of a 
new town. By the autumn the govern- 
ment had appointed an advisory com- 
mittee (a sort of forerunner to a 
development corporation) to study the 
possibilities of a new town within a 
given area of some 6,000 acres around 
Crawley. 

This move was soon followed by a 
local public meeting which hoped to 
make clear to the Ministry that the new 
town proposal met with considerable 
lack of enthusiasm in Crawley and 
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district. Despite such action, in January 
1947, Crawley was designated as a ney 
town, an appeal was lodged against the 
designation order and the battle wa 
under way. Though their objections jj 
having Crawley transformed into a pe, 
town were largely personal, many of the 
criticisms advanced by the townspeopk 
carried weight. 

The chief category of criticism maip. 
tained that it would be next to impossible 
successfully to create an efficiently fupo. 
tioning planned town, which  woy)j 
inherit so much of the hindrances apg 
haphazard development of the origing| 
old town. 


Good Communications 


But against this, the aspect of the 
locality as an excellent centre of roa 
and rail communications, among othe; 
advantages, was considered by th 
Ministry to outweigh all the objections. 
and in July, 1947, the appeal against the 
establishment of a new town at Crawl 
was dismissed. Through the next yey 
the master plan was drawn up, prelimip. 
ary surveying began, the developmen 
corporation and its staff moved into js 
new HQ and the first excavations wer 
followed by the laying of sewers and 
drains, and some _ road _ construction 
Perhaps at this point, before the arrival 
of the first new town inhabitants ini 
the story, it would be as well to take: 
look at old Crawley and the surroundin 
villages, as they stood just prior to thei 
incorporation in the designated area of 
the master plan: and at the course 
their development through _ historic: 
times. 

Crawley lies on the direct rout 
between London and Brighton, slight! 
over half way (29 miles) from the former 
About a mile east of the town lies th 
associated district known = as_ Thre 
Bridges, along the route between Craw 
and East Grinstead: and a further mik 
along this route, the terrain rises steep! 
up Pound Hill to the ancient parish 0 
Worth. On the other side of Craw, 
just over one mile to the west in th 
general direction of Horsham, the histor 
village of Ifield is situated. The adjacet 
countryside in this direction is relative 
level, and to the north, in the region 0 
Gatwick and Lowfield Heath, the ar 
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is also level and open. The land to the 
immediate east and south is hilly wooded 
country, part of the Forest Ridge of the 
sussex Weald. 

For many hundreds of years, this land 
was covered by a dense, almost impene- 
able forest of oak and ash, known as 
the great Forest of Anderida, and 
stretching in a vast belt of 3,000 square 
miles between the North and South 
Downs. The trees of the lowlands were 
hacked away by early settlers over the 
centuries, leaving eventually only the 
chain of hill forests near the Sussex 
border: two of them—Worth and Tilgate 
forest—lie close to Crawley, merging 
ito Balcombe Forest farther south. The 
Saxons and Normans did the main work 
ofsubjugating the Forestof.Anderida. Yet 
though one of England’s largest surviving 
Saxon churches at Worth proves the 
presence of Saxon occupation in the 
Crawley region, and a Domesday Book 
mention gives proof of settlement on the 
other side of the region, at Ifield, it is 
still a long time before the name of 
Crawley or Three Bridges can be found 
in the pages of history. 

A great fillip was given to local settle- 
ment and prosperity when the early iron- 
industry of England reached its peak in 
the Sussex Weald. But by the end of the 
[8th century that industry had started 
its move to the Midlands and the North, 
and the Sussex regions became a back- 
water of economic life. Ifield, always 
till then the larger and more important 
village of the district, underwent a period 
of depression in the following decades. 
Crawley, from all reports a miserable 
isolated village of huts and wretched 
cottages, suffered equally severely. It 
was by no means out of the realms of 
possibility that Crawley might, at this 
period, have come to the end of an 
inconspicuous life, deserted by its inhabi- 
tants as other English villages had been 
before in times of rural distress. 

But an event, which was just taking 
place some 25 miles away, was to have 
is repercussions on the future of 
Crawley. The fishing village of Bright- 
helmstone on the Channel coast had been 
‘discovered * as a desirable seaside resort 
and was becoming frequented in large 
numbers by the aristocracy and wealthy 
members of London society—especially 





A residential street in the Three Bridges Neighbourhood. 


Architect: 
Corporation. 


Chief Architect, Crawley 


after it found favour with the Prince of 
Wales (later King George IV), and its 
name changed to Brighton. A stop at 
the halfway village of Crawley was a 
welcome break for travellers on their 
lengthy coach journey. Soon, numerous 
horsemen and coaches were halting at 
Crawley; it became the recognised stop 
on the route, the inns prospered and the 
town became a major coaching and 
stabling centre. 

By the middle of the 19th century, the 
main street of the town (as part of the 
Brighton Road) had consolidated some 
of the basic features that it presents 
today: a spacious widening in its middle 
stretch, flanked with inns and houses, 
though then without proper pavements 
and extremely muddy over long periods. 

The Railway's Influence 

The railway had previously come to 
the district in the 1830s, at the place 
called Three Bridges—the first locality in 
Sussex to have a railway. From that time 
Three Bridges became, in relation to the 
ILondon-Brighton railway, the counter- 
part of its neighbour Crawley to the 
London-Brighton road. When the cross- 
lines were established, eastward to East 
Grinstead and westward to Horsham and 
the coast, Three Bridges increased in 
importance’ and its existence was based 
almost entirely on its function as a 
railway workshop and junction. The 
numerous permanent houses built across 
from the station in the second half of the 
19th century, were erected predominantly 
for railwaymen and their families. 

In Crawley also, at this time, plenty of 
houses sprang up along the new residen- 
tial roads, cut in the late Victorian era 
both east and west of the high-street, 
and this spacious main road itself began 
to be continually encroached upon. 
Roadside grass verges, which have sur- 
vived along the north end of the high- 
street, were built upon at the south end 
near the railway, narrowing the road 
considerably. In addition, a complete 
island of houses and shops was erected 
in the middle of the roadway, in another 
stretch of the main street. 

These encroachments, in conjunction 
with the level-crossing, succeeded in 
creating a first-class bottleneck for the 
future, when the automobile age would 
send its streams of cars 
through the town on 
the journey between 
London and Brighton. 
In the late 1920s, this 
problem became acute, 
with traffic jams on 
summer holidays some- 
times two miles in 
length. It was not until 
1939 that the Crawley 
by - pass road was 
opened, skirting the 
town well to the west. 
But to this day traffic in 
the town is hampered 
by this bottleneck. 


This, then was the 

Crawley . area, after 

centuries of gradual 

growth. and which 

Development the new Development 
Corporation came 
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to in 1948: a small country town which, 
with its associated district, counted a 
population of about 9,000, and ranked 
as one of the smaller of the towns within 
a dozen-mile radius. But it was based 
on a junction of a national highway 
with a main county road, and nq fewer 
than three railway stations, at unusually 
close intervals, served the area—at 
Crawley, Ifield village and Three Bridges. 
And it was these circumstances, particu- 
larly, which helped to bring about the 
complete transformation of Crawley and 
district, within the space of a few years, 
into the largest inland town in Sussex. 





Part of old Ifield, now incorporated in 
the new town’s Ifield Neighbourhood. 


During the first few months after the 
Development Corporation had come to 
Crawley, many local people considered 
the early construction work to be a sheer 
waste. They could not imagine that 
modern industrial concerns would be so 
foolish as to move their premises from 
the vicinity of the capital into a relative 
backwater of industry; and they fore- 
saw that the new roads and streets would 
stand empty for years—the whitest of 
white elephants in modern times. In 
1949, however, the first of the factories 
came to Manor Royal and the first 
inhabitants came from London to bring 
the New Town idea to life. 

Their homes were at Smalls Mead, in 
the first of the New Town residential 
neighbourhoods, called West Green: and 
when substantially completed a couple of 
years later, West Green was to extend 
from the west side of the high-street as 
far as the Crawley bypass. Its south and 
east parts would be dovetailed into exist- 
ing quarters of Crawley, but the 
neighbourhood centre of shops, school. 
public house, recreational premises would 
be the heart of a completely new resi- 
dential area. Today, West Green has in 
fact become a well-established and fully 
developed neighbourhood of some 4,000 
inhabitants, the earliest of four of similar 
size already more or less completed in 
their essentials, and another two whose 
construction is almost finished; part of a 
town whose population has risen from 
9,000 to 33,000—the half-way stage. 

This rapid growth has entailed a vast 
programme of building and construction 
works of every class and description. In 
the next article, I shall try to give some 
indication of the scope of such building. 

(to be continued) 
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News of the Week 


Sheffield Art Gallery 
PLANS for the rebuilding of Sheffield’s 
blitzed Mappin Art Gallery in 
Weston Park are well advanced under 
the supervision of the City Architect, Mr. 
J. L. Womersley, ARIBA, AMTPI. The 
rebuilding, which qualifies for War 
Damage compensation, will start when 
economic conditions permit and will then 
take about 18 months. It will be on the 
existing foundations, and will incor- 
porate the surviving fagade linked with 
the City Museum ‘and facing the park. 
The gallery will be a one-storey building 
as before, and will provide six picture 
galleries. The interior of the old building 
and the roof were destroyed by a land 
mine in December, 1940. 


TPI Spring Meeting 

THE 31st annual meeting of the Town 
Planning Institute will be held at Buxton 
on May 9 and 10, under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. Maurice J. Hellier, PTPI, 
AMIMunE. The meeting will be 
followed on May 11 and 12 by the 
annual meetings of the North Midlands 
Branch and the North of England 
Division of the Institute. The Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and 
the Secretary of State for Scotland have 
sanctioned the attendance of local 
authorities. Each followed by discus- 
sion, the talks will be: * John Citizen and 
Planning, by Sir Sydney Littlewood, 
LMTPI; ‘Clean Air—The_ Relation 
Between Land Use Planning and Air 
Pollution, by Mr. J. Graham, FSIA, 
MRSH, and * Green Belts—The Opera- 
tion of Effective Control,’ by Mr. E. H. 
Doubleday, OBE, PPTPI, FRICS. At 
the joint meeting the lecture, by Mr. Rolf 
Heliberg, FRIBA, will be * The. Visual 
Aspect of Planning.’ A full social pro- 
gramme is also arranged. Details from 
the Secretary, Town Planning Institute, 
18, Ashley-place, SWI. 


Bath Technical College 

Batu is to have a six-storey building 
for its new technical college subject to 
the plans being approved by the Ministry 
of Education. The architect is Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd, CBE, FRIBA. The 
cost of the project is estimated at 
£500,000. 

Showing his plans, which have been 
approved in principle by Bath City Coun- 
cil, Mr. Gibberd said that there would be 
six main buildings. The first to be built 
would be the engineering block and work- 
shops. It was hoped to start building 
these this year. This block was part of 
a wider planning scheme for the part 
of the city between St. James’s-parade 
and the Avon. 


AA Scholarships 

THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION have 
issued from 34-36, Bedford-square, WC1, 
a list of the architectural entrance 
scholarships offered by the council in 
1957. These include the Leverhulme 


Scholarship (value £2,000 over five years) 
and seven other scholarships of £50 or 
£75 annual value. 





The Work of A. C. Conrade 

IN view of the renewed interest being 
displayed in the work of Alfred C. 
Conrade, as indicated by Mr. S. Rowland 
Pierce in his article in The Builder last 
week, the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors have stated that 
the collection of Conrade’s paintings in 
the possession of the Association may be 
viewed by arrangement by anyone inter- 
ested in them. 

The IAAS, it is believed, has the largest 
collection of Conrade’s works in exist- 


ence, including three of those which 
accompanied Mr. Pierce’s article. They 


can be seen at the Association’s head- 
quarters at 29, Belgrave-square, SWI. 


ITAAS London Branch Dinner 

THE ANNUAL dinner and dance of the 
London and Home Counties Branch of 
the Incorporated Association of Archi- 


COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18. 


_ THe Guitp or Surveyors.—Films of activi- 
ties in Africa of Messrs. R. Travers Morgan & 


Pinrs. The Building Centre, Store-st., WC1. 
7 p.m. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 21. 
BBC THIRD PROGRAMME.—' Planning and 


Local Government. Talk in the * Prospect ’ 
series by Derek Senior. 6.55 p.m. (Repeat 10.40 
p.m. January 23) 

THE FURNITURE 
SWS. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
February 2.) 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22. 

THe HoustnGc Centre.— Rehousing in Flats.’ 
By Miss M. J. Mayell (Housing Manager, Fins- 
bury BC). 13, Suffolk-st., Haymarket, SWI. 
1.15 p.m. 

LMBA.—Luncheon to meet the Minister of 
Labour, the Rt. Hon. Iain Macleod. 1 p.m. 
Followed by the Annual General Meeting. Park 
Lane Hotel, WI. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— Architecture, 


Decoration and Colour in the Middle East. 
By Max Lock. 34, Bedford-sqg., WC). 6.15 p.m. 


EXHIBITION.—Earls Court, 
(Continuing until 


LCC Brixton ScHoot OF BUL.DING. —-Dis- 
cussion on ‘Contemporary Cladding Te2ch- 
niques,” Ferndale-rd., SW4. 7 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 24. 

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS. 

* Housing the City Dweller—Problems of Plan- 
ning and Reconstruction.’ Two-day conference. 
1, Ashley-pl., SWI. 

RoyaL Society or HeattH.—London  Ses- 
sional meeting. * Sanitary Installations and 
Appliances: their place in good building design.’ 
By Alister MacDonald, FRIBA. Caxton Hall, 
SWI. 2.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. 
‘Water Towers.’ By Mr. J. O. C. Ritchie. J1, 
Upper Belgrave-st., SWI. 6 p.m. 

_ PRESTRESSED CONCRETE DEVELOPMENT 

Group.— Progress of Prestressed Concrete in 
the Netherlands.’ By Ir. A. S. G. Bruggeling, 
Great George-st., SWI. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 


PottsH CULTURAL INsTITUTE.—‘ Architecture 
and Town Planning in Poland.’ By Arthur Ling, 


BA, FRIBA, 81, Portland-pl., WI. 7.30 p.m. 
Free. 
County TecunicaL CoL_LteGe, GUILDFORD. 


First annual prizegiving. By Major-General C. 


Lloyd, CB. 7 p.m. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 26. 


LONDON BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 
Officers’ Annual Festival. Peter Jones Restau- 
rant. Sloane-sq., SWI. 5.30 p.m. 
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tects and Surveyors will be held at th 
May Fair Hotel on Friday, february i 
Tickets, price 2 gns., will be available 
from the General Secretary, 29, Belgrave. 
square, SWI, until January 23, 


Crawley New Town 


_ A Group of young people recently met 
in the community centre at Crawley New 
Town to make a recording which Will go 
out next Sunday (January 20) in 
Question Time,’ in the BBC Light Pro. 
gramme. They will be heard putting 
questions about houses and towns 1 
Elizabeth Chesterton, a town planner: 
Robert Furneaux Jordan, architecture 
critic, and Colin MclInnes, writer and 
broadcaster. 

Tony Gibson will be in the chair ang 
towards the end the team will be heard 
asking a few questions of members of the 
audience. The first of a series of four 
special articles on Crawley New Town 
begins on page 142. 


Stevenage Progress Report 


IN THE article, * Progress Report: 
Stevenage New Town,’ which appeared in 
The Builder \ast week the names Were 
omitted of E. R. Dorman, FIAS, chief 
quantity surveyor, Stevenage Develop. 
ment Corporation, and Gardiner and 
Theobald, chartered quantity surveyors, 


Professional Announcement 


Messrs. Westwoop, Sons & Harrison, of 
19, Broadstone-pl., Baker-st., WI, are opening 
another office at 21, Suffolk-st.. SW1 (tel: 
Trafalgar 4411). From January 28, 1957, all 
correspondence concerning work being dealt 
with by Mr. Bryan Westwoop, Mr. Normay 
WEsTWwoopD and Mr. E. G. J. CHAPMAN should 
be forwarded to the Suffolk-st. address. 
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Saturday, January 17, 1857 

RAILWAYS ON COMMON Roaps.—It has 
been well observed by an eminent French 
engineer, in relation to locomotive facili: 
ties,that* to retrograde is sometimesapro- 
gress °; and this apparent contradiction o! 
terms is really true in many instances... 
Why should tramroads be despised in 
practical England, and ignored in London 
and its endless suburbs? Why should 
people laugh at the idea of horse rail- 
ways—of tramways on our common 
roads? Perhaps because they are old- 
fashioned and have been put in the shade 
by locomotive lines....Many of our 
out-of-the-way places are worse off fo1 
cheap and easy conveyance than the) 
were before railroads came into fashion: 
the grand trunk lines pass at a distance 
from them: coaches have been taken ofl 
the road; conveyance is scarce: and inter- 
communication difficult. ...The Yankees 
have taken them in hand, and brought 
them largely into play. They are wel 
known in many of the American cities 
ind in that land of progress are going 
rapidly ahead. Horse railways are found 
useful in America, and why should the) 
not in England?. . . . They will beimproved 
as they advance in favour; and, when 
their merits and utility are better known, 
they will be better appreciated, even I 
England. 

JOSEPH LOCKWOOD. 
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COLEMANOID THE 
ANTI-FREEZER MAKES 
CONCRETE FROST-PROOF 


OIL-PROOF, DUST-PROOF and WATER-PROOF 
AT NO EXTRA COST! 


Colemanoid liquid waterproofer is much more than just 
an Anti-Freezer. When added to the gauging water it 
makes your Concrete better Concrete by increasing tensile 
strength by 25%. Colemanoid makes Concrete Water- 
proof, Oil-proof and Dust-proof, AND IT COSTS NO 
MORE THAN ORDINARY ANTI-FREEZE! Fill in and pin the 


coupon to your letterheading—immediate supplies available. 


Wn “Se 





A Product of es |? - pean ———-———— eo 

The Adamite Company Ltd. : Please send me a copy of your Technical Bulletin No. 3 7 
icvcagerce tai SER eRe) | 
lah Ae | isin a ee : 
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—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 

The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN Lied 
Contractor 


N2 4/-EAGLE STREET: HIGH HOLBORN: LONDON: WE 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 








SMALL WORKS DEPT. : SOUTHAMPTON: = JOINERY WORKS : 


COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOB 
MUSEUM 3705 SOUTHAMPTON 73176 ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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Life and Work of W. R. LETHABY 


A CENTENARY LECTURE 


HE Peter Le Neve Foster Lecture, 
commemorating the centenary of the 
birth of W. R. Lethaby, was given by Mr. 
A. R. N. Roperts, at the Royal Society 
of Arts on Wednesday, January 16. Mr. 
William Johnstone, OBE, DA, Principal, 
LCC Central School of Arts and Crafts, 
was in the chair. We take the following 
extracts from the address : — 


Lethaby was born on January 18, 1857 
(hence this centenary celebration) and 
died in 1931. I shall not attempt to 
follow this long life in continuous detail, 
but I think it will assist our memories if 
1 suggest that his active years fall into 
three periods of roughly 21 years each. 
Lethaby spent the first third of his career 
at his parents’ home in North Devon, his 
second third as a practising architect, and 
his final third as a teacher. These last 
two periods overlap by six or seven years. 
During both of them—indeed until his 
death—Lethaby was also a writer and a 
speaker. His artist’s brush and _ pencil 
were active for more than SO years. 


Suppose him first, around the year 
1872, a schoolboy in Barnstaple. He sits 
all day with 30 or 40 other boys. at the 
centuries-old desks of the ancient gram- 
mar school that stands beside St. Anne’s 
Church—formerly itself a part of the con- 
secrated buildings. Lethaby’s most 
illustrious predecessor as a pupil at the 
school was John Gay. Gay, like himself, 
has a memorial in Westminster Abbey, 
bearing Pope’s epitaph: ‘Life is a jest 
and all things show it.’ By a strange con- 
trast, on Lethaby’s grave in a country 
churchyard appears his interpretation of 
life ‘Love and Labour are all.’ But 
neither in the schoolboy nor in the grown 
man was life, because a serious, to be a 
joyless thing. ‘Few men [said Noel 
Rooke] could have been such a lasting 
delight to their friends. His jokes were 
spontaneous explosions combining the 
talk of the moment with some principle 
he had in mind, fusing them into a spark- 
ling crystal.’ 


Let us turn the pages of his story for 
five years. He has been a successful 
pupil at the Barnstaple Art School; has 
left it to become articled to one of the 
visiting masters, Alexander Lauder an 
architect, afterwards Mayor of Barn- 
staple. Now in 1879 (the last year inci- 
dentally of Peter Le Neve Foster’s 
secretaryship of our Society) Lethaby 
has won the Soane Medallion of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. He 
went to Northern France to make, like 
young William Morris before him, archi- 
tectural drawings of the great cathedrals. 


Shaw’s Right-hand Man 


_Now let us look at Lethaby in London. 
Some drawing he had contributed to a com- 
petition promoted by the Building News 
had attracted the attention of Norman 
Shaw—the leading domestic architect of the 
day. He summoned Lethaby to his Lon- 
don Office and there he worked happily for 
12 years. Now in Shaw’s_ retirement 
Lethaby is professionally engaged on a 
commission Shaw has passed on to him. He 


is designing at Avon 
Tyrrell a spacious house 
for Lord Manners—the 
first of half a dozen 
notable country houses 
which he planned. His 
wider thoughts have been 
engaged in the activities 
of William Morris. 
Currently that versatile 
man’s energies are de- 
ployed in the work of 
what he nicknamed the 
Anti-Scrape Society—the 
Society for the Protec- 
tion of Ancient Buildings 
to give it its official title. 
Morris had been horri- 
fied by the so-called re- 
construction work carried 
out or contemplated at 
Lichfield Cathedral, Bur- 
ford Church and Tewkes- 
bury Abbey. ‘Let us,’ 
he had thundered, * by all 
means literary and other- 
wise awaken a feeling 
that our ancient buildings 
are not mere ecclesiasti- 
cal toys but sacred monu- 
ments of the nation’s 
growth and hope.’ The 
SPAB had weekly meet- 
ings held near this hall 
in Buckingham Street, 
Strand, and there 
followed supper at Gatti’s 
restaurant * Punctually at 
7 o'clock,’ so Sir Sydney Cockerell later to 
be secretary of Morris’s Kelmscott Press 
records, ‘Morris, accompanied by Philip 
Webb and Emery Walker and Lethaby and 
sometimes Ernest Gimson, crossed the 
Strand to Gatti’s.. Here a friendly waiter 
allowed them to retain their seats for as 
long as they pleased after they had finished 
eating. There was lively banter, followed 
by some hilarity which must have astonished 
the diners at adjoining tables. 

To Constantinople in 1893, accompanied 
by his friend, Harold Swainson, another 
former pupil of Norman Shaw, Lethaby set 
out for a goal which had long attracted 
him—the great church of Sancta Sophia. 
Swainson and Lethaby compiled a study of 
the church which Sir Reginald Blomfield 
later described as ‘a wonderful chapter of 
architectural history... The authors declare 
in their preface that ‘a conviction of the 
necessity of finding the root of architecture 
once again in sound, commonsense building 


.and pleasurable craftsmanship remains as 


the final result of our study. 

But the trip brought more to Lethaby 
than this. During it he met his future wife, 
Miss Edith Crosby, the daughter of a 
Boston scholar and herself no mean student 
of the classics. It was no doubt due to her 
influence that Lethaby began to add to his 
studies of Byzantine architecture a long 
series of illuminating investigations of 
Hellenic art that would alone have sufficed 
to make a critic’s reputation. 

In 1892 Lethaby’s first major literary 
work appeared—Architecture, Mysticism 
and Myth—later rewritten* as Architecture, 
Nature and Magic, and recently reprinted 
by Duckworth with a preface by his still 
active 90-year-old friend, Alfred Powell. 


One of his contemporaries described 
Lethaby’s book as ‘opening up to us 
younger men a hitherto undreamed of 


romance of architecture.’ 





* This first appeared serially in The Builder.—Ed. 
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W. R. Lethaby, from a portrait bust by the late 

Gilbert Bayes, in the possession of the Art Workers’ 

Guild. The photograph is reproduced by permission 
of the executor of the late R. W. S. Weir 


Yet Lethaby’s writings could be extremely 
practical. In 1890 he read before the 
Society of Arts a detailed study of the uses 
of cast iron, and in 1893 he wrote a small 
book on the history and architectural uses 
of lead based on another RSA lecture. 


Central School and RCA 


On Lethaby’s return from Constantinople 
he was appointed jointly with George 
Frampton the sculptor, Adviser on Art to 
the Technical Education Board of the LCC. 
The appointment of an art adviser had 
sprung from a masterly report to the Board 
by H. Llewellyn Smith in 1892. On Mon- 
day, November 2, 1896—within a month of 
William Morris’s death—the Central School 
of Arts and Crafts was opened. At the 
outset the school was not palatially housed. 
Its premises were, in fact, those formerly 
occupied by the Young Women’s Christian 
Association and known as Morley Hall. 
They consisted of two houses, one fronting 


Regent Street and one Little Portland 
Street. 
What gave the school its distinctive 


quality was that from the first Lethaby was 
able to command the support as teachers of 
craftsmen of the highest quality, who would 
have hesitated at anyone else’s request to 
sacrifice their time to teaching. To men- 
tion only a few names: Halsey Ricardo 
taught architecture, R. Catterson-Smith 
(afterwards Principal of the Birmingham 
School of Art) wallpaper and textile design. 
Frank Morley Fletcher (afterwards Principal 
of the Edinburgh School of Art) woodcuts, 


and Douglas Cockerell, book-binding. A class 


in lead casting was in the joint care of an 
architect, F. W. Troup, and of Wm. Dodds, 
registered plumber—the latter a description 
of an instructor’s qualification unlikely at 
that time to be found in the prospectus of 
any other art school! W. Augustus 
Steward taught silversmiths’ and _ gold- 
smiths’ work. 

Not only could Lethaby fill his staff and 
students with his own enthusiasm; he could 
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discern quality in a potential instructor 
where few other eyes would have seen it. 
Edward Johnston, who was to become the 
outstanding calligrapher of his generation, 
counted it as the greatest good fortune of 
his life that he met Lethaby on the first 
day that he came to London. 

Lethaby’s success at the Central School 
brought his name to notice when the Royal 
College of Art in South Kensington was 
reorganised at the turn of the century. 
Beresford Pite was Professor of Architec- 
ture there, and Lethaby was appointed in 
1900 the Royal College’s first Professor of 
Design. His advice was also sought in con- 
nection with the organisation at the College 
of classes for teaching in the crafts. 
Lethaby had long been a member of the Art 
Workers’ Guild, and with Schultz Weir 
regularly attended its meetings then held in 
Barnard’s Inn Hall. J. T. Micklethwaite, 
later surveyor of the fabric of Westminster 
Abbey, was Master of the Guild in 1893 
and Weir and Lethaby formed the habit of 
joining him in his rooms in Bloomsbury 
after the meetings and talking into the 
small hours. Perhaps it was these talks 
which gave Lethaby the idea of pursuing 
Micklethwaite’s researches into English 
medizval architecture, and which led to his 
publishing in 1904 a notable volume on 
Medieval Art, and in 1906 Westminster 
Abbey and the King’s Craftsmen. 


Surveyor to the Abbey 


By Lethaby’s knowledge and love of the 
Abbey he seemed to his friends marked out 
to succeed Micklethwaite, who had died in 
the year of the publication of Lethaby’s 
book. At first, however, Lethaby refused 
to allow his name to be put forward. It 
was only after much persuasion that he 
consented. His appointment by Dean 
Armitage Robinson was a foregone conclu- 
sion. He held the post from 1906 to 1928, 
with a devotion to which his scholarly 
Westminster Abbey Re-examined bears 
witness. é 

In 1905 Lethaby laid the foundation of 
the department of the Central School that 
has had the most far-reaching influence— 
internationally as well as nationally. The 
first instructor in printing was that remark- 
able man J. H. Mason, who with H. G. 
Murphy, the principal of the school, was 
a founder member of the Faculty of Royal 
Designers for Industry. Mason had been 
chief compositor for Cobden Sanderson and 
Emery Walker at the Doves Press. He was 
a scholar and a craftsman. 

But by this time the Central Schoo] had 
needed to stretch its wings. In 1905 a 
considerable area north of the new thorough- 
fare of Kingsway had been cleared by the 
LCC. There a new building was planned 
both for the Central School and the London 
Day Training CoHege for Teachers. In 
1911 Lethaby resigned the headship of the 
Central School and concentrated his teach- 
ing work at the Royal College of Art. 

In the year in which Lethaby left the 
Central School his Architecture—An Intro- 
duction to the History and Theory of the 
Art of Building appeared in the inexpensive 
Home University Library series. So com- 
prehensive was it, albeit in small compass, 
that Mr. M. C. Oliver told me that a fellow 
architect of Lethaby’s reproached him with 
having ‘given it all away for a shilling.’ 
Certainly many shillingsworth were sold. 
The book was several times reprinted in 
the ensuing 40 years. In 1955 the Oxford 
University Press issued a handsome edition 
with a preface and epilogue by Basil Ward, 
of the Royal College of Art. 

On his marriage in 1902 Lethaby had 
moved from Gray’s Inn-square to Inverness- 
terrace, Bayswater. Towards the end of 
the First World War the health of his wife 


suffered from the strain of life in London 
and he, too, needed rest and change. Their 
friends looked round for a small house for 
the Lethabys in the country. One was found 
in the village of Hartley Wintney, near 
Fleet, in Hampshire, where his friend 
Schultz Weir was living. Here at Albion 
Cottage the Lethabys settled down in the 
autumn of 1918. Lethaby had given up his 
professorship at the Royal College of Art, 
and as a parting gift from the students he 
had chosen a bicycle. On this he began 
to explore the history and topography of 
the new district in which he found himself. 
With other members of the Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition Society he prepared a series of 
papers on Handicrafts and Reconstruction 
(published in 1919). 

In 1921 Professor Beresford Pite said to 
a group of Lethaby’s friends: * Look here, 
we've got to do something to honour him 
while he is still active, and not wait until 
he is dead.’ Matthew Dawson acted as 
secretary of the appeal which was soon 
launched. With his usual reluctance for 
advertisement, Lethaby made the task to 
which his friends had set their hands a 
difficult one for them. But at length he 
consented to receive, on his 65th birthday, 
January 18, 1922, an address composed by 
Professor Mackail and written by Edward 
Johnston. It was presented to him in the 
hall of the Art Workers’ Guild, with the 
Earl of Crawford and Balcarres in the chair. 
A great birthday cake, surmounted by 65 
candles, awaited him, and a portrait of 
Lethaby by William Rothenstein was pre- 
sented to Mrs. Lethaby. The presentation 
to Lethaby took a second form. The sub- 
scribers arranged for the publication of a 
number of his essays—since reprinted by 
Oxford University Press—under the title 
Form in Civilisation. 

In the years that followed Lethaby 
remained surveyor, both to Westminster 
Abbey and to Rochester Cathedral, but 
despite the cares of these posts his pen was 
ceaselessly active. In 1923 he followed the 
Study of London Before the Conquest, which 
he had published in 1901, with Londinium: 
Architecture and the Crafts, and, breathing 
the spirit of rura) England, Home and 
Country Arts, an cnlargement of articles 
written for the ational Federation of 
Women’s Institutes. In this movement his 
country sojourn had stimulated in Lethaby 
a warm and friendly interest. He con- 
tributed articles to the Encyclopedia 
Britannica and the Journal of Hellenic 
Studies and addressed the British Academy, 
the Industrial Welfare Society and _ the 
Birmingham School of Printing. Of Philip 
Webb and his work he wrote a _ notable 
series of articles in The Builder, which the 
Oxford University Press reprinted in volume 
form. 


His Achievements 


He died on July 17, 1931, in the house 
at Inverness-terrace, to which he had 
returned to be in closer touch with the 
museums. His grave is in the old church- 
yard at Hartley Wintney, next to that of 
his wife, who had died four years before. 
On hers he wrote: ‘She was wise, true and 
very kind.’ 

That Lethaby’s achievements as adminis- 
trator, as architect, as painter, as teacher 
and as author were considerable none can, 
I think, dispute, but his whole was greater 
than his parts. As to the manner of man 
that Lethaby was, I call, of the many who 
would gladly testify, a single witness. Sir 
Sydney Cockerell wrote of him a few days 
after his death: 

‘Of his qualities a certain childlike sim- 
plicity must be mentioned first, then his 
nobility of outlook, his self-effacement, his 
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learning, his wit, his penetrating vision hi 
industry in research, his fairness in discus. 
sion, his sympathetic encouragement of his 
students, his general loving kindness and his 
scorn for all that is shoddy, pretentious and 
base. His many friends looked up to him 
with a singular admiration and devotion 
By each of them while life lasts his memory 
will be cherished as that of one of ‘i. 
rarest of spirits. In their eyes he was no; 
indeed so much the artist, the scholar, the 
authority on this or that, as the saintlike 
and peerless comrade they will see no more’ 


POLITICAL FILM ON Ty 
Socialist Housing Policy 


(THE Labour Party political broadcag 

on both TV services last Friday was. 
despite the more interesting political 
developments that were going on at that 
time, concerned with housing, in particu. 
lar, with the restoration of old houses to 
modern standards of living. The film 
itself was a poor one; the three Allied 
Ironfounders’ films, “ The Stockton Test’ 
*There’s a Job to be Done,’ and ‘None 
to Trouble Nobody,’ showed, by making 
a definite contribution to these problems 
in a workmanlike fashion, how this film 
could have been made. It used, for ex- 
ample, entirely non-professional people 
as actors, playing themselves, and what a 
bore that can be. Film-making has 
reached such high standards today, both 
in acting and camera techniques, that it 
is ridiculous to present, in a film intended 
for national distribution, anything less 
than the best. 

_Some interesting figures, however, were 
given in the film, and the point was ade- 
quately made that one form of attack on 
the housing shortage is the reclamation of 
incipient slums. The film claims that the 
most recent measures financially to assist 
the private landlord or house-owner have 
not borne fruit; less than one per cent. 
of possible grants have been made. The 
reason put forward for the lack of re- 
sponse is the restriction on the permissible 
increase in rent to make the whole thing 
economic. There are, apparently, over 2 
million slums in the country, and nearly 
seven million houses have no bath. The 
film’s message stated quite simply that all 
rent-controlled houses, should, with cer- 
tain exceptions, be taken over by the 
authorities, but it did not tell how these 
plans were to be implemented. However, 
the City of Birmingham has. alread) 
started the bulk purchase and repairing of 
houses in a scheme that will include some 
32,000 dwellings in the next five years. 


we 
mK 


oe 


THE SCENES in the film were sho! 
mainly in London and Birmingham; they 
certainly showed all that is worst of the 
housing in this country. Decayed plaste, 
damp wallpaper, fungoid growths, 
lapsed lathing and filth everywhere—l 
making one wonder if the landlords 
really deserved to retain their rights (0 
the property. We were not told who 
owned the properties portrayed; thi! 
would have been interesting. 

The film was produced by Data Film 
Production, Ltd., editor, Robert Kruge 
script and consultant, Paul Rotha; dite 
tor, Francis Gysin; and cameraman, Job 
Reid. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION | 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction ; 


which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE + E.C.2 


Telepbones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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Steel Partitions and Movable Walls 


Fully-Flush, Semi-Flush and Factory types available. 


Standard component assembly permits alterations and additions at mini- 
mum cost. 


Available in five standard colours. Attractive in appearance—rigid, durable, 
fire-resisting. 

The Planning Division can assist with layout problems, and our experienced 
fitters install the Partitions. 

In dealing with Sankey-Sheldon you buy direct from the manufacturers. 


Offices and showrooms throughout Great Britain carry stocks ensuring 
prompt delivery and local service. 


Send for Catalogue No. P154/BL1 


Sanlkkey- Slhelldon 
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The people 
to see are 
SANKEY- 
SHELDON, 
of course! 











SANKEY-SHELDON LIMITED, 46 CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 
Telegrams: SANKESHEL, CANNON, LONDON. Telephone: CITy 4477 (14 lines) 


DESKS - FILING CABINETS - CUPBOARDS - WARDROBES - CLOTHES LOCKERS - STEEL SHELVING - STORAGE BINS - LIBRARY SHELVING 
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LMBA 
The President-elect 


AT the annual meeting of the LMBA 
‘* on January 22, Mr. W. Kirby Laing, 
MA, MICE, Chairman of John Laing & 
Son, will be nominated President in suc- 
cession to Mr. Kenneth C. F. Foster. 

Mr. Laing, who was born in 1916, was 
educated at St. Lawrence College, Rams- 
gate, and Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 
where he graduated in engineering in 
1937. He is the second member of his 
firm to be President, for his uncle, Mr. 
H. C. Harland, was President in 1943 
and 1944. While at Cambridge Mr. 
Laing spent his vacations on practical 
work with the firm, chiefly in the joinery 
shops, and after graduating, joined it on 
a full-time basis. Now, with his brother, 
Mr. J. M. Laing, he represents the fifth 
generation of the family on the Board. 
Both began, according to rule, in the 
costing surveyor’s department. 

Mr. Laing came into prominence in the 
LMBA in 1943 when he was elected to the 
Council. He was chairman of the Northern 
Area in 1947, and since then he has been 
chairman of several of the Association’s 
most important committees, including the 
Rules, Apprenticeship, and Contracts com- 
mittees. He has been a member of the 
Council of the National Federation since 
1950, and he has represented the building 
industry at home and abroad on many 
occasions, the most important of them 
being the Duke of Edinburgh’s Conference 
on Human Problems of Industrial Com- 
munities in Oxford last July. 

The firm of which he is chairman is 
known throughout the world, and its fame is 
almost as great in Canada, South Africa and 
the Middle East as it is at home. During 
recent weeks it has come into prominence 
afresh with the signing of the contract for 
the building of Coventry Cathedral, and the 
award to it of one of the new atomic power 
stations at Berkeley in Gloucestershire. 

Mr. Laing has played a big part in the 
development of the business during the last 
five years, and since the beginning of the 
month he has been chairman of the ‘ hold- 
ing’ as well as of the operating company 
and of its various subsidiaries. He is-on the 
Board of Governors of Northampton Poly- 
technic Institute and Willesden Technical 
College, and is a member of the Board of 
Building Education. He has _ travelled 
widely in the United States and Canada, 
from which he recently returned, and in 
1951 he spent a year in South Africa in 
connection with the development of the 
firm’s branch there. 


DOLLAR EXPORTS COUNCIL 
Delegation to Canada 


THE DoLLaR Exports COUNCIL announces 
that in view of the continuing expansion of 
the Canadian constructional industry, it has 
organised a delegation to, visit Canada in 
March next to make an on the spot check 
of the prospects of increasing British exports 
of building materials and allied products. 

Mr. Halford Reddish, chairman and 
managing director of the Rugby Portland 
Cement Co., Ltd., will lead the delegation; 
the other members are Mr. A. Atha, a 
director of Guest, Keen and Nettlefolds 
(Midlands), Ltd., Mr. R. S. Jukes, managing 
director of the British Plaster Board (Hold- 
ings), Ltd., and Mr. H. E. Peirce, managing 
director of Hall and Co. Ltd. 


‘HOUSING THE CITY 
DWELLER’ 
Problems of Planning and 
Reconstruction 


SOME original and drastic proposals 

to end the deadlock in housing 
caused by the acute shortage of sites for 
new building in the cities are put for- 
ward by the Association of Building 
Technicians in a memorandum on 
‘Housing the City Dweller,’ which is to 
be discussed by town planners, architects, 
and others interested in the housing 
problem at a conference called by the 
Association which is to take place at the 
Architectural Association, Bedford- 


square, London, on January 24. The 
chairman will be Mr. Arthur Ling, 
FRIBA, City Architectural Planning 


Officer, Coventry. 

The memorandum disputes some of 
the basic assumptions on which both the 
government and the local authorities are 
basing their plans today. 

It asserts that the cities which are 
attempting to ‘export’ their ‘surplus 
population’ to new or expanded towns 
have in most cases greatly under-estima- 
ted the possibility of accommodating 
their population within their existing 
boundaries, because, except in their con- 
gested central districts, unnecessarily low 
maximum ‘ densities ’ have been fixed for 
new housing. 

It argues that even if Birmingham, 
London and other cities are able to ‘ ex- 
port’ a ‘surplus population’ to the new 
towns as they are now demanding this is 
unlikely to free adequate sites for the 
long delayed and urgent task of rebuild- 
ing the worn-out central parts of the 
cities, which are now completely un- 
suitable for the requirements of modern 
traffic, housing and other services. 

Within the built-up areas of the cities 
the frantic search for sites results in 
continued piecemeal building. The tech- 
nical developments which have made 
possible very tall buildings emphasise 
the necessity of over-all planning to en- 
sure their proper siting but, says the 
memorandum, ‘in spite of the efforts of 
the planners, construction to-day is un- 
related to a conception of the city as a 
whole.’ 

The withdrawal of subsidies for new 
housing other than slum clearance, it is 
stated, has aggravated the situation, for 
it is precisely in the crowded slum areas 
that sites are most difficult to find and, 
as a rule, fewer people can be housed in 
an area of slums than were there before. 


Summary of Proposals 


So the memorandum urges considera- 
tion of the following proposals: 

(1) The minimum density for new hous- 
ing in all suburban and semi-suburban dis- 
tricts to be fixed at not less than 100 people 
to the acre and the development plans 
amended accordingly. (At present maximum 
densities are fixed which, in London, in 
the greater part of the present built-up area, 
are 70 to the acre and less.) 

(2) Houses should be considered obsolete 
and ready for clearance not only on account 
of their age and condition. If they are in an 
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area suitable for large-scale rebuilding, they 
can also be obsolete, says the memo- 
randum, ‘if they so ill use the land that a 
considerably greater number of people 
could be accommodated if their sites were 
redeveloped to modern layouts.’ 

(3) The process of reconstructing the 
decayed central areas is ‘ essentially one of 
planned, stage by stage decanting and re- 
building,’ beginning with those sites which 
would show the biggest gain in housing. 
Therefore the first sites to be cleared should 
not only be slums but sites further out suit- 
able for large-scale development. 

(4) The plans for the large cities and city 
regions should provide for the creation of 
new high density communities throughout 
their areas, as opposed to the present plans 
which emphasise the single ‘ pyramidal’ 
structure of the city. 

(5) New towns should probably have a 
minimum of 100,000 population (compared 
to 50,000 at present), should be much further 
away from the older cities, outside their 
‘spheres of influence,’ and should only be 
built through regional and national planning 
machinery which is not, at present, function- 
ing. 


GRANTS TO HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS 


Further Recommendations 


To help to preserve historic buildings or 
their contents, the Minister of Works 
has made 27 further grants. Quarterly 
announcements are made of these grants 
approved by the Minister on recommenda- 
tion of the Historic Buildings Councils for 
England, Wales and Scotland under Act of 
Parliament of 1953. So far 401 buildings 
have been assisted under the Act and the 
total value of grants has reached £990,000. 
The latest list for England contains a grant 
for repairing a 13th-century oak-screen of 
exceptional interest just discovered at a 
Suffolk farm. There are as usual manor 
houses of many periods, also a castle, a 
school and a row of cottages. Preserva- 
tion of the work of celebrated architects is 
the object of some grants; otlers are for the 
repair specifically of furniture, pictures or 
garden buildings. 
The buildings receiving 
follows: 


grants are as 


ENGLAND 


Garden buildings at Corby Castle, Wetheral, 
Cumberland; Wallington, Cambo, Northum- 
berland; ancient house, Clare, Suffolk; oak 
screen at The Hall, Great Bricett, nr. Ipswich, 
Suffolk; Manor House, Little Chesterford, 
Essex; Old Friars, Richmond Green, Surrey; 
Mersham Le Hatch, Ashford, Kent; Swanton- 
st. Farm, Bredgar, nr. Sittingbourne, Kent; 
Newbuildings-place, mr. Horsham, Sussex; 
furniture at Uppark, nr. Midhurst, Sussex; 
Broughton Castle, Banbury, Oxon (2nd grant); 
Moignes Court. Owermoigne, Dorset; pictures 
at Corsham Court, Chippenham, Wiltshire ; 
The Three Gables, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilt- 
shire; Parliament House, Gloucester; Elmore 
Court, nr. Gloucester; Old School House, 
Fore-st., Chard, Somerset; Cadhay, Ottery St. 
Mary, Devon; Chillington Hall, nr. Wolver- 
hampton, Staffs; Butter Cross, Ludlow, 
Shropshire. 


SCOTLAND 


Old Gala House, Galashiels, Selkirkshire (2nd 
grant); Northfield, Prestonpans, East Lothian; 
Penicuik House, Midlothian; Ford House, Mid- 
lothian; Preston Hall, Ford, Midlothian; 
Cakemuir, Tynhead, Midlothian; Old St. 
Mary’s Church, Kirkintilloch, Dunbartonshire. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
From Housing Minister to 
Prime Minister 
FOR the second year in succession Parlia- 
ment will resume after a Christmas 


recess to the sight of familiar faces in 
unfamiliar places. The reason for the 
“general post’ in the disposition of 


Governmental portfolios was the sudden, if 
not altogether unexpected, resignation of 
Sir Anthony Eden as Prime Minister and his 
succession by Mr. Harold Macmillan. 

Nobody, inside or outside Parliament, 
could ever have entertained the remotest 
idea in 1951 that within six years of his 
appointment as Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, and after a procession 
through other Cabinet posts, Mr. Macmillan 
would have become the first Minister of the 
Crown. Yet there it is, and it has happened 
in less than two years after the retirement of 
Sir Winston Churchill, who promoted him 
from that office. 

The new Prime Minister will have a 
formidable task before him, to say the least 
of it. But he will bring to the direction of 
the country’s national and _ international 
affairs a wealth of experience as a depart- 
mental Minister which will be of inestimable 
value in dealing with the many and complex 
questions which will arise. 

He tackled the job of redeeming the 
party’s pledge to build 300,000 houses a year 
in the spirit of ‘ where there’s a will there’s 
a way.’ That he succeeded with something 
to spare confounded his severest critics, 
particularly Mr. Bevan, and showed what 
kind of man the Minister was. The zest and 
determination which he brought to that task 
will probably characterise his tenure of No. 
10, Downing-street, with, as many expect, 
equal success. 

As Chancellor of the Exchequer his fiscal 
policies, especially the insistence on main- 
taining and intensifying the credit squeeze— 
with its consequent effects on many aspects 
of national life—made him the target for 
criticism from friend as well as foe. The 
description ‘Mac the Knife’ which was 
given by the Opposition to his actions in 
tightening the monetary policy will no doubt 
become ‘ Mac the Scythe’ as a result of the 
way in which he has made changes in 
Ministerial ranks to select the best team to 
enable him to put the nation back on its 
feet. 

Other Ministerial Appointments 


Probably the boldest move by the Prime 
Minister in selecting his Cabinet team is the 
surprising choice of an outsider in politics, 
Sir Percy Mills, a 67-year-old industrialist, 
to become Minister of Power, a new office 
with wider functions than the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power which it will supersede. 

The new Minister, who has been given a 
peerage and will answer for the Govern- 
ment in the House of Lords, will be respon- 
sible for the existing functions of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power for coal, gas, 
electricity and oil. He will also be respon- 
sible for extending the use of nuclear energy 
for industrial power, and will take over the 
responsibilities which the Board of Trade 
has hitherto performed for iron and steel. 

There is bound to be considerable 
criticism of this move from the Opposition, 
who may move to reject the order changing 


the title of the office on the ground that it 
is wrong to have a Minister with such a 
vast area of responsibility outside the House 
of Commons where he could be cross- 
examined about his policy. But there is 
precedent for such a move, for during the 
war Sir Winston Churchill brought in a 
businessman to be Minister of War Trans- 
port. 

This appointment is an obvious tribute to 
the high opinion which the Prime Minister 
formed of Sir Percy’s capabilities as an 
administrator when they worked together at 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. Sir Percy then acted as an honorary 
adviser on housing, and his ability as a 
production expert was doubtless one of the 
chief reasons for enabling the Government 
to achieve their target of 300,000 houses in 
a year. 

The transfer of Mr. Duncan Sandys from 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment to that of Defence is a well deserved 
promotion which will provide a strong man 
in this key office, the direction of which in 
present days could have a_ considerable 
effect on the national economy. His suc- 
cessor, Mr. Henry Brooke, who will assume 
the duties of Minister for Welsh Affairs now 
that they have been divorced from the 
Home Office with the appointment of Mr. 
Butler as Home Secretary, is one of the 
party's experts on housing and_ local 
government. 


Knowledge of Housing 


During his period of office as Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury he earned con- 
siderable merit in the House, and his recent 
handling of the Bill to increase the tax on 
petrol and oil did much to increase that 
respect. Until his appointment to the Trea- 
sury in July, 1954, he was a member of the 
Central Housing Committee for 10 years, 
and from 1945 to 1952 he was leader of the 
Conservative Party in the London County 
Council. 

He takes over at a time when Parliament 
is engrossed in some highly controversial 
legislation introduced by his predecessor. 
Among one of his more immediate tasks 
will be to placate those anxious and 
critical Conservative members who have 
been expressing fears about some of the 
consequences of the operation of the Rent 
Bill. 

Another promotion which has meant in- 
heriting a formidable legacy is that of Mr. 


Thorneycroft to the Treasury. 


His move from the Board of Trade has 
made way for Sir David Eccles, who has 
been at the Ministry of Education with 
notable success for two years. This switch 
enables Viscount Hailsham, a_ vigorous 
younger member of the Government, to 
gain a seat in the Cabinet after four months 
at the Admiralty. Perhaps the new broom 
may bring a change in the school building 
programme about which Sir David has been 
sharply criticised in the House on more than 
one occasion recently. 

The major changes in Cabinet rank have 
resulted in the disappearance of Mr. Patrick 
Buchan-Hepburn as Minister of Works 
after a brief but unspectacular 12 months 
there. The department thus reverts to the 
status of being outside the Cabinet from 
which it was promoted by Sir Anthony 
Eden when he appointed Mr. Buchan- 
Hepburn. 
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On the whole Mr. Macmillan appears jy 
have picked a good team. All that remains 
is for him to weld it into a successful ang 
virile combination. 

Three New Bills 
( NE of the last acts of the Governmen 
before Parliament adjourned for Chris. 
mas on December 21, was to introduce three 
measures, one of which, the Coal Mining 
Subsidence Bill, was included in the pro. 
gramme outlined in the Queen’s Speech 
opening the session in November. This yijj 
provide a general remedy for damage by 
subsidence caused by coal mining. 

The second Bill, the Occupiers’ Liability 
Bill, will give effect to the recommendations 
in the Law Reform Committee’s third report 
about the duty to be owed by an occupier or 
landlord of premises for injury arising from 
the state of the premises. The third measure 
will rectify some anomalies in the operation 
of the new rating and valuation lists relating 
to shops, offices and some other commercial 
premises. 

All this legislation will come up for con- 
sideration soon after the House reassembles 
on January 22, and progress on the rating 
Bill will probably take precedence as it js 
intended to make it operate from April 1. 

The obligation of carrying out the 
remedial works required to make properties 
damaged by coal mining reasonably fit for 
their original use or not less fit for that use 
than they were at the time the damage 
occurred, is placed on the National Coal 
Board under the Coal Mining Subsidence 
Bill. 

The properties covered are land, buildings, 
structures—including roads, railways, ait 
craft runways—and works such as sewers, 
drains, service lines and pipes or fixed 
apparatus installed for the supply of gas, 
electricity. water, heating or telephones. 

The Bill provides that the Board may, and 
in some circumstances must, choose instead 
to make payments towards costs incurred by 
some other persons carrying out the remedial 
works in relation to the damaged property. 
Where the cost of -the remedial works 
exceeds the depreciation in the value of the 
property caused by the damage, the Board 
is limited to the payment of the amount of 
the depreciation. 

There is also special provision for the 
execution of emergency works needed to 
permit the continued use of the damaged 
property, or to prevent further damage 
arising from the subsidence damage. 

When the property has been damaged 
and further subsidence damage seems likely 
to occur to it, the board may, except for 
emergency works, defer the execution 0 
remedial works or the making of a pay 
ment for their execution. | When further 
damage occurs before the board’s liability 
has been discharged, the two sets of damage 
will be treated as one. 

Where they think that the execution of 
certain works will prevent or reduce sub- 
sidence damage to building, structures and 
works, the board are empowered either to 
carry out the preventive works with the 
consent of the owner, or on undertaking t 
pay any cost reasonably incurred, to requife 
their execution by the owner. 

Should the owner unreasonably withhold 
his consent to the execution of preventive 
works or unreasonably fail to comply with 
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any requirement to carry out such works 
the board will be relieved of liability to 
repair any damage which could have been 
jwoided by preventive works. 


Land Drainage 


One clause in the Bill fulfils the Minis- 
er’s promise when he announced last April 
that the Government intended to introduce 
ihis legislation to deal with the issue of 
ind drainage. The Minister of Agricul- 
re, Fisheries and Food, and the Minister 
of Fuel and Power, are empowered to make 
orders designating areas in England and 
Wales outside the Doncaster Drainage Area 
-which is covered by an Act of 1929— 
where they consider it in the national in- 
rest that special provision should be made, 
pecause the land drainage of the area had 
heen, or was likely to be, affected by coal- 
giining subsidence damage. 

Within those areas the board will be 
obliged to carry out, or pay for such 
measures to remedy, mitigate or present 
any deterioration of the land drainage area 
through damage by subsidence as they, and 
the drainage authorities specified in the 
order, agree to be necessary, economic and 
reasonable. 

The cost of the measure to the Coal 
Board is estimated at £5m. a year or 6d. a 
ton of coal mined. The Bill will apply to 
damage after it becomes law. 

Under the Coal Mining (Subsidence) Act 
of 1950, which provided compensation to 
cover structural damage to all small dwell- 
ing houses damaged by subsidence, the 
Minister of Fuel and Power made grants to 
the board not exceeding one half of the 
additional expenditure incurred by the 
board because of that Act, or £250,000 a 
year, whichever was the less. 

Those small dwellings were houses having 
arateable value not exceeding £32 in Eng- 
land and Wales and £52 in Scotland. The 
figure in Scotland was unchanged, but in 
England and Wales it has been increased to 
{0 to take account of the new rating 
valuations which came into force last year. 
The entire cost of the present Bill, in- 
cluding the cost of the repairs to small 
dwelling houses, will be borne by the board 
and no payments will be made by the 
Minister to the board for expenditure under 
the 1950 Act incurred after the date of the 
commencement of the new Act. 


All Property owners—that is those who 
have Tights to-day, and those who would 
be given them for the first time—would be 
put broadly into the same position by the 
Bill It would remove the inequality to 
which the Turner Committee drew attention. 

Occupiers’ Responsibilities 

_ Under the Occupiers’ Liability Bill the 
common duty of care’ which an occupier 
of premises owes to his visitors is defined 
&a duty ‘to take such care, as in all the 
crcumstances of the case is reasonable, to 
see that the visitor will be reasonably safe 
M using the premises for the purposes for 
Which he is invited or permitted by the 
occupier to be there.’ 

An occupier must be prepared for child- 
Ten to be less careful than adults, and expect 
ok Person in the exercise of his calling 
will appreciate and guard against any special 
Tisks ordinarily incident to it—as far as the 
occupier leaves him free to do so. 


Where damage arises from a danger due 
to the faulty execution of any work of 
construction, maintenance or repair by an 
independent contractor employed by the 
occupier, the occupier will not be answer- 
able if he had entrusted the work to an 
independent contractor and had taken 
reasonable action to satisfy himself that the 
contractor was competent and the work had 
been properly done. 

In the case of an occupier who is bound 
by contract to permit persons, who are 
strangers to the contract, to enter or use 
the premises the duty of care which he 
owes to them cannot be restricted or ex- 
cluded by the contracts although he would 
be bound by any higher duty which the 
contract might impose on him in relation 
to any third party or parties. 

A landlord responsible to his tenant for 
the maintenance or repair of the premises 
has the same duty of care imposed on him 
in relation to the tenant’s lawful visitors 
for the dangers arising from his failure to 
carry out his obligations under the tenancy 
as if he were himself the occupier. 

A superior landlord who has undertaken 
a similar responsibility for repairs has a 
corresponding obligation, and so on up any 
chain of landlords until it is broken by the 
existence of one who is not under an obli- 
gation to maintain or repair. 


Local Government Finance 


In announcing to Parliament the Govern- 
ment’s intentions to provide legislation to 
reduce by one-fifth from next April the 
rateable value of shops, offices and some 
other commercial premises, Mr. DUNCAN 
SANDYS, as Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, said that it was still too early 
to get a full picture of the effects of revalu- 
ation which the Government had promised 
to secure, but sufficient information was 
available to show that it had placed an 
unduly heavy share of the burden on shops 
and other commercial property. 

Moreover, he promised a statement about 
the review of local government finance after 
the recess and added that the rerating of 
industry, which the Opposition contended 
was just as urgent as the revaluation ques- 
tion, would be dealt with in that statement. 
In’ answer to the argument that his action 
would result in a larger share of the rates 
being borne by the householder, the Minis- 
ter said that the effect of the remission 
would be to reduce the total rateable value 
in England and Wales by about 7 per cent. 
When Crown property was revalued, and 
that was in progress, the figure would be 
about halved, and the remaining figure 
would be spread over all classes of property. 

Since the party conference’s exultation 
and excited approval of the decision to 
introduce legislation to amend rent restric- 
tion there has been a change of mood 
among some Government supporters, the 
more particularly since the Bill has been 
under scrutiny in standing committee. There 
has been a growing anxiety that some pro- 
visions, especially the clause which will 
release from rent control about 800,000 
houses—190,000 of them in the London 
area—will create more hardship than was 
expected. 

It is felt that the period of six months’ 
notice to quit, which landlords will be per- 
mitted to give tenants after decontrol, is 
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far from adequate. Protests have been 
received by members representing con- 
stituencies in London and other large cities, 
and it is unlikely that the clause will be 
allowed to remain in its present state. 


Mr. Marlowe, a Conservative member, 
has already tabled an amendment propos- 
ing that landlords be required to grant a 
lease of three years if a new rent is agreed, 
and that, failing agreement, the landlord 
should not be entitled to recover possession 
of the house until three years after the 
passing of the Act. 

Another aspect of the clause is that it 
will lower the limit of the rateable value 
below which the Rent Acts will not operate 
from £100 to £40 in the Metropolitan Police 
area, from £90 to £40 in Scotland and from 
£75 to £30 in other parts of the country. 
Many members consider there should be 
a higher limit for the rents of houses to 
be decontrolled, at least for a period. 


WAR DAMAGE 
PAYMENTS 


The Commission's Work in 1956 


HE War Damage Commission paid out 
£25m. during 1956, compared with 
£27im. in 1955 and £32m. in 1954. The 
average weexly rate of payments in the last 
quarter of 1956 was £483,000. 

The Commission paid 14,115 ‘cost of 
works’ claims for repairs during the year, 
and made 5,405 payments on account or as 
instalments. The amount involved was 
£214m., of which about £34m. was for the 
repair and rebuilding of houses. Other 
principal items were: commercial buildings, 
£64m.; factories, £34m.; churches, £33m.; 
shops, £1}m. 

The average amount of each claim paid 
during 1956 was £1,520, compared with 
£1,070 in 1955 and £700 in 1954. Value pay- 
ments amounted to £34m., of which £632,000 
related to houses. Greater London’s share 
of the total was £15m. 

Total war damage payments by the Com- 
mission now amount to £1,199m. in 4,698,000 
separate payments. Contributions by 
property owners during and after the war 
amounted to nearly £200m. 

Following are details of amounts paid by 
the Commission during 1956 and the totals. 
paid or agreed up to December 31, 1956, 


in the cases of certain non-commercial 
buildings: 
Totals paid 
Paid or agreed 
in 1956 up to 
31.12.56 
£ £ 
The Inner Temple ... 169,585 699,570 
The Middle Temple... 106, 338,620 
The Guildhall ad 190,135 407,301 
The Mercers Hall ... 191,530 330,900 
The Haberdashers Hall 37,615 162,455 
St. George’s Cathedral, 

Southwark nes Bs 0,760 213,065 
City Temple ... Sua ... 73,605 86,385 
Civic Centre, Southampton 40,000 260,000 
Guildhall, Portsmouth ... 199,000 600,000 
Municipal Building, Ply- 

mouth ree i .-- 138,636 138,636 
Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff 14,000 100,000 
St. David’s Cathedral, Cardiff 10,000 110,000 
St. Mary’s Church, Swansea 38,000 125,000 
Coventry Cathedral ..- 208,000 1,050,923 
Corn Exchange Buildings, 

Liverpool ... aus ... 263,200 511,200 
Duncairn Gardens Methodist 

Church, Belfast... “as | =O 58,000 
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Precision Site Surveys © Young Architects 


NEED TO ACQUAINT STUDENTS WITH MODERN METHODS 


By GORDON TOMALIN, MIStructE, FIAS 


‘ypURING the past half-century the 
prefabrication of materials at works 
of suppliers of a vast number of items of 
construction has developed enormously. 
One of the earlier examples of this, 
which forms a fair proportion of the 
total material in some buildings, has been 
steel, for steel-frame structures. 

There has also been an _ increasing 
demand by builders that architects should 
provide them with dimensions, both for 
work to be prefabricated and for site 
operations. 

To some extent architects have been 
dependent upon contractors and sub- 
contractors for accurate measurements 
of sites, and in this they have followed 
the older pattern of approach to plan- 
ning, that of having provided, in some 
way or other, a land surveyor’s type of 
picture of a site. There are some who, 
with long experience through the years, 
have sought other approaches in survey- 
ing, which have provided them with all 
they required both for the planning of 
schemes, heights and set-backs for town 
buildings, sizes of structures, detail levels 
and so on. 

One of the difficulties of the younger 
architects is that they are provided at 
colleges with only the briefest idea of 
the uses of instruments, the exercise 
mainly being with a level and staff, a 
‘chain, and ranging rods over small fields. 
Investigation has shown that some of 
these students, when they have gradu- 
ated, will merely ask a surveyor, or other 
helpful person, to “make a_ survey,’ 
mentally envisaging the elementary kind 
of survey they have been taught at the 
schools. 

Provided with this kind of picture, and 
following their own investigations in the 
matters of light and air, etc., they are 
then able only to site their construction 
work on the ‘to scale’ survey plan, leav- 
ing the factual closing site measure- 
ments for others to ascertain. Often they 
are courteously provided with a copy of 
such a survey by a sub-contractor and 
then, at a late hour, they complete their 
own working drawings of the portions 
indicated as * provisional’ at the time of 
placing the contract. 

It cannot be denied that during the 
growing-up stages in prefabrication 
through the years, many have been able 
to ‘ get by’ without a great deal of undue 
delay in site work, but others have not 
been so fortunate, and builders have 
suffered in various ways through delays 
in the receipt of final information, some 
of which has similarly affected the sub- 
contracting prefabricators of certain 
materials. 

Any lack of information at an early 
hour on construction work brings about 
uneconomic building and a related in- 
crease in production costs. 

Very many have been the changes, 
especially in recent years, not only as 
regards shortages of staff on the pro- 


fessional side, but also of the more 
experienced types of men working on 
sites. Changes arise every day in con- 
struction approaches, an example of 
these being in the form cladding is 
taking on certain types of structure 
frontages. Since early in the prefabrica- 
tion era, much of the steel, stone, granite, 
terra-cotta and other facing materials has 
been prefabricated at the works of sup- 
pliers. Today the list is considerably 
increased. 

It is suggested that in the future an 
exceedingly high proportion of materials 
entering into superstructure construction 
may be prefabricated at suppliers’ works, 
and thereafter delivered and assembled 
by ordinary labour. If this is indeed so 
then suppliers will require to be provided 
with appropriate complete dimensional 
information almost at the time of the 
placing of a contract, or even at the 
tendering stage, to assist the estimators in 
their work. 

The old type of survey, which pre- 
sented the sites ‘to scale’ on a survey 
drawing, is fast disappearing as un- 
economical for all concerned. The newer 
pattern in surveying has arisen mainly 
out of the needs of the prefabricators, 
and the pressure upon architects for pre- 
cise information by consulting engineers 
has also played a part. 


A Task for the Schools 


It is suggested, therefore, that whilst 
the old-fashioned approaches to survey- 
ing are, in fact, invaluable in particular 
instances, our architects of the future 
need to become better acquainted with 
the types of survey necessary to provide 
them with full and comprehensive 
dimensional information regarding their 
proposed sites, and this in simple, under- 
standable form. 

The future education facilities ought 
to provide for this. One has yet to 
observe any school for architects which 
attempts to convey to students the possi- 
bility that they will require to ‘direct’ 
the site surveyor as to their own precise 
needs on_ construction works. Few 
students appear to have any idea as to 
guidance for the surveyor in regard to 
the positioning of control survey lines 
on the survey work, so arranging these 
as to provide all the data necessary in 
the complicated task of modern building. 

It is possibly not realised that the 
surveyor has today become more the 
servant who follows a general lead for 
requirements than the past types of sur- 
veyor who carried out the work accord- 
ing to his own lights. 

With the increasing call for prefabrica- 
tion off the site, the contractors of the 
future, in their endeavours towards over- 
all economic production within fixed 
prices, may require a greater degree of 
information than has for many years 
been available. This can only be achieved 
when the architect himself is provided 
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with comprehensive data at the Com. 
mencement of his own work. 

It has been possible today, and Will be 
in the future, for architects to be py, 
vided with complete site informatio, 
without themselves even needing to vig 
a site, and from such comprehensive dat, 
to prepare in their offices every conggiy 
able kind of precise dimension 
information required by all concernay 
It may also be true to say that too fey 
are able to avail themselves of such ; 
service because they are not acquaint 
with its possibilities. 

Let all rising architects and studen 
question themselves about their own Dro 
duction of dimensional information 
drawings first issued to contractors, | 
will often be found that much has bes 
left for the builder to ‘scale off’ aj 
experiment with on site. The truth my 
well be that they do not know a gry 
deal about survey work of the natu: 
needed. Furthermore, it follows that they 
will have little idea in regard to the cy 
of such precise surveys. 

It may not be necessary in the futur 
for architects to be expert site surveyo; 
capable of manipulating the mode 
microptic theodolites and precise level, 
indeed, with their other important r. 
sponsibilities little time may be availabj: 
for this. 

It is not suggested that they shoul 
study the instruments. It is the method 
of surveying that will bear closer study 

Without doubt, there is today a shor. 
age of experienced men able to can 
out such surveys to meet this moden 
need. If architects themselves would ind 
cate the type of survey required thi 
might well be one way of movin 
towards an increased supply of capable 
surveyors. It may not be generally know 
that no list is available to architects of 
surveyors of the type required for co: 
struction site works, and that they a 
obtaining assistance as best they mi, 
often having to rely on men with: 
‘knowledge of instruments’ and : 
smattering of old-fashioned methods. 
such circumstances the outlook can otlj 
be described as a peor one for the new 
qualified architect. 

If student architects are not taught 
schools the kind of survey informatio 
they should be provided with for th 
newer prefabricated-structure types 0 
work, they are clearly unable to instru! 
anyone upon their needs. 

It may be well to envisage the pos 
bilities ahead, such as shortages of arth 
tectural draughtsmen, technical men 2 
the industry, and the quality of labor 
likely to be available on sites. In sud 
conditions it is the more important fo 
architects to produce complete inform: 
tion in the simplest form with Ill 
dimensional data. 

The picture today is that the studtl 
architect may find his road a great del 
more difficult in many ways that did bs 
predecessor. This matter of omillil} 
modern survey instruction in the archi 
tectural schools is one such obstacle ! 
progress. Inclusion in the schools’ silt 
buses of some guidance on this subj 
is therefore worthy of much more (0h 
sideration than has hitherto ‘él 
accorded it. 
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NEW WAGE INCREASE 


Adjustments Under Sliding Scale Agreement 


WE National Joint Council for the Building Industry at its Statutory Meeting on 
January 9, reviewed in accordance with the provisions of Rule 11(5) (i) of its Constitution, 
the wages payments for the time being in force under the National Joint Agreement. 


The Council found that the average of the Retail Prices 
Labour, during the months January to December, 


try of 


Index figures, published by the 
1956, was 156-1/12th. 


in the Sliding Scale this figure corresponds to a Grade A Standard Rate of 4s. 443d. per hour. 
The existing rate is 4s. 34d. per hour. Therefore an adjustment is due of 1d. per hour 


incr 
the result, 
February 4, 1957. 


ease and the Council has authorised the publication of its consequent decision. 
the following new Standard Rates set out hereunder apply as from Monday, 


As 


NEW RATES PER HOUR 
(As from Monday, February~4, 1957.) 


1, CRAFTSMEN and LABOURERS 











LONDON GRADE LIVERPOOL 
a See District 
Inner Outer A Al 
ai c-. — 5 di sd, s. d. 
i 4 6 r ] 
— | eae 311 3 10 3 9h 3 114 





2. APPRENTICES and YOUNG MALE LABOURERS 


It is to be noted that this increase in the standard rates of wages will require consequential 
adjustments in the rates of wages of (i) Apprentices, (ii) Young Male Labourers. ; 

Under the respective Agreements the rates for Apprentices are a prescribed percentage of the 
craft rate and those of Young Male Labourers are a prescribed proportion of the Labourers’ rate. 


The new rates of wages are as follows: 





























Apprentices 
Per cent of | LONDON GRADE LIVERPOOL 
Age Pa a IE Ra ne | aan District 
Rate Inner | Outer A Al 
| sd |. d. sd, sd. sd. 
ee 25 1 14 1 14 1 1 4 
16 a 334 i e¢ | t 4 1 5% 1 54 1 6 
a. 50 ‘3 | 2 23 2 24 2 3 23 
8 . 62 2 93 | 2 94 29 2 8} 2 9} 
. 75 3 44 | 3 44 > se (| ae 3 43 
| 873 3 114 3 fi 3 10 3 94 3 114 
1 
Young Male Labourers 
| 
| Per cent of LONDON GRADE LIVERPOOL 
Age | Labourer’) |-—£§_————@—|————_- ——! District 
Rate Inner | Outer A Al 
gk | «ft s. d. s. d. s. d. 
15). 334 14 | 1 33 1 34 1 3} 1 4 
16 . 45 re | 2's 1 8} 1 8 1 94 
n. 66% 2 7 «| 2 2 6 | 2 6 2 73 
18 100 311k | 311 310 | 3 94 3 11} 
\ | 
3. WATCHMEN and the corresponding rates for women 


Under National Working Rule 1(f), the 
remuneration of Watchmen employed in the 
Building Industry is fixed on the basis of a rate 
per shift to be determined annually at the 
Statutory Meeting of the Council in accordance 
with the average of the Retail Prices Index 
figures published during the antecedent twelve 
months, and the general principles of Rule 11(5) 
The average figure of 156-1/12th for 1956 
corresponds to a rate per shift of: 

LONDON AND LIVERPOOL PROVINCES 
24s. 3d. 23s. Od. 
Which rates are therefore due to operate with 
effect as from Monday, February 4. 


4. FEMALE OPERATIVES 

The rates of wages of women aged 19 and 
over, engaged on craft processes, are fixed 
under National Working Rule 1(/) at 104d. 
per hour below the Grade A Standard Craft 
Rate. This rate is subject to the same adjust- 
ment as may be made by the Council from time 
{0 time in the Grade A Standard Rate for 
craftsmen. The new standard rate for women, 


engaged on other than craft processes, pro- 
bationers (19 or over), and girls and young 
women under 19, which operate on and from 


Monday, February 4, are as follows: 
Rates per hour 
s. d 
Standard Rate for Women aged 
19 years and over engaged on craft 
processes... een sa ae 2 6 
Corresponding Rate for Women 
engaged on work other than craft 
processes... xe ste ass a 2 
Probationers (19 or over) on craft 
processes (period of probation 
six months): 
First month a 39 
Second month sl i 
Third month a 
Fourth month ats si 
Fifth month 3 4 
Sixth month ae ieee 
Girls and Young Women under 19: 
Aged 15 (334 per cent of Women’s 
Standard Rate) ... ee | 
Aged 16 (45 per cent of Women’s 


(i 


~— 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


tN 


Standard Rate) ... ous oe 7 
Aged 17 (66% per cent of Women’s 
Standard Rate) 4 


Aged 18 (80 per cent of 


Women’s 
Standard Rate) ois ead 


151 


NATIONAL JOINT 
COUNCIL 


Outcome of January Meeting 


AT the meeting of the National Joint 
*™ Council for the Building Industry 
held in London on January 9 the Council 
found that in accordance with the 
industry’s sliding scale agreement based 
on the retail prices index an increase of 
Id. per hour becomes due and will 
operate from February 4 next. 

The application by the National Fede- 
ration of Building Trades Operatives for 
an additional increase in building wages 
of 4d. per hour was referred for further 
consideration to an Ad Hoc Committee 
after both sides of the Council had sub- 
mitted evidence. Other applications — 
relating to overtime rates, travelling 
rules, shift rates for watchmen, wage rates 
for benders and fixers, pipe-jointers and 
pipe-layers, and tool allowances for brick- 
layers and masons—were referred to 
appropriate committees of the Council for 
further examination. 

A decision of the Council to extend the 
guaranteed weekly minimum payment 
from 32 hours to 36 hours is to take 
effect in April next. 


ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING 
AS AN AID TO 
ARCHITECTURE 


A Paper at the Illuminating 
Engineering Society 


A PAPER showing how the results of 
““~ research and experience can be 
effectively applied to lighting design 
considered as an integral part of archi- 
tecture was given by Messrs. H. E. 
BELLCHAMBERS, R. V. MILLS and H. R. 
RuFF, at a meeting of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society held at the Lighting 
Service Bureau on January 8. 

From the architect’s basic conception 
of an interior, the paper states, the data 
required by the lighting engineer to 
translate this conception into a satisfy- 
ing installation can be set out. The 
approach involves an acceptance of the 
main outline of the architect’s ‘ solution,’ 
to which the authors added the require- 
ments for visual comfort and perform- 
ance. This is accomplished through an 
interpretation of brightness and colour 
patterns into light intensities and colour 
values that can be calculated and 
measured. 

Design, it is suggested, will be stimu- 
lated by two major considerations which 
can form the basis of a design method. 
These are: (a) the purpose of the building, 
its relationship to the people who will use 
it and the way in which it will be used: 
(b) the building itself, i.e. the character 
of the interior. 

To aid design procedure these con- 
siderations are dealt with separately and 
related as the design proceeds. Con- 
sideration is first given to visual comfort 
and performance, since these factors will, 
as a rule, be the more important; design 
for room character is then considered. 

Each of these presents difficulties to 
both architect and engineer. These 
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difficulties, for the architect, concern the 
specification of his requirements in 
terms that can be interpreted by the 
lighting engineer; and for the engineer, 
the determination of illumination and 
colour values, using methods of sufficient 
accuracy for the purpose which are not 
too time consuming. Methods of dealing 
with these problems are discussed. 

A procedure for the collection of speci- 
fication data and its translation into 
installation data is suggested and as an 
example is related to the design of an 
entrance hall installation. 

Design for visual comfort is based 
upon the BRS modified glare formula 
and it is shown how the formula may be 
used to aid the choice or design of lumin- 
aires. Source contrast grading and task 
contrast grading are considered as 
important elements in good design. 

Guidance for the choice and location 
of luminaires is obtained from a study of 
the direct and inter-reflected illumination. 
The effect on design of the relationship 
between the apparent brightness of 
objects, the physical stimulus and the 
adaptation of the eye is_ reviewed. 
Methods of expressing modelling are 
considered and the important effects of 
source size demonstrated. The effective 
use of colour is shown to _ relieve 
monotony without introducing unwanted 
brightness contrasts, and again, inter- 
reflections are taken into account. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 
New Ministry Circular 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a circular (No. 
2/57) to local authorities which refers to 
Circular No. 33/56 of July 17, 1956, and 
goes on to say that a number of local authori- 
ties have asked whether the special rate of 
subsidy under Section 3 (3) (a) and 3 (3) (b) of 
the Housing Subsidies Act, 1956, will be 
payable if a family displaced by slum clear- 
ance is rehoused in a privately owned dwell- 
ing which has become available because the 
local authority have themselves provided a 
dwelling (not necessarily a new dwelling) 
for the family previously living in it. In 
these circumstances, says the new circular, 
subsidy will be payable on a new dwelling 
built by the local authority if: 

(1) the two moves are as nearly related 
in time as possible; 

(2) there is evidence that the rehousing 
of the family from an unfit house was made 
possible by the rehousing by the local 
authority of the family previously living in 
the house to which the family from the unfit 
house is moved; 

(3) not more than one intermediate move 
is necessary, i.e., family A from the unfit 
house move into the house previously 
occupied by family B, who are rehoused 
by the local authority. Subsidy will not be 
payable if there is a chain of moves, i.c., if 
family A move into the house vacated by 
family B who move into a house vacated 
by family C who have been rehoused by the 
local authority; 

(4) a note is made in the Displacement 
Register to the local authority’s records of 
the indirect move. These records must be 
available for inspection by the district 
auditor. 


INSTITUTE OF 
BUILDING ESTIMATORS 
Annual Meeting 


HE 1956 annual general meeting of the 

Institute of Building Estimators was held 
at the Kensington Palace Hotel on Decem- 
ber 8, following a luncheon presided over 
by the president, Mr. Joseph C. P. Cock- 
sedge. 

The report of the council and the 
accounts for the financial year to March 31], 
1956, had been circulated to members. Par- 
ticular emphasis was placed on the ques- 
tion of examinations and the necessity to 
encourage student registration. The Insti- 
tute had held its second intermediate and 
its first final examination in 1956. Inter- 
mediate and final examinations were 
again to be held, in May, 1957, and this 
time arrangements had been made for a 
Scottish centre in addition to the normal 
London venue. 

The report and accounts were adopted 

Mr. E. G. Key (Midlands Region), Mr. 
H. A. Lambert (Northern) and Mr. L. A. 
Taylor (London Region) were all re-elected. 
Mr. :D. R. Mudd (London Region) was 
elected to the council in place of Mr. C. P. 
Wykeham-Martin. 

Following the annual general meeting a 
council meeting was held and Mr. Joseph 
C. P. Cocksedge, the retiring president, was 
re-elected for a further term. The two vice- 
presidents, Mr. W. G. Jones (senior) and 
Mr. K. M. L. Hill (junior) were also re- 
elected. 

The headquarters of the Institute are at 
10, Cromwell-place, South Kensington, 
London, SW7. 


RECENT BRITISH 
TRADE MARKS 


TIVHE + ftollowing particulars, which are 

extracts from the Trade Marks Journal, 
are reproduced with permission of HM 
Stationery Office. The Trade Marks Journal 
can be obtained from the Patent Office, 
annual subscription £5, 


CLODIN: 757789. Preparations (not paints) 
for waterproofing cement. mortar and concrete : 
substances for hardening cement, mortar and 
concrete, making them weather and acid re- 
sistant, etc. Clodol Industries, Ltd., 37, Lovaine- 
pl., Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1. 

DENSIPACTOR: 757791. As above. 

NEODEK: 755213. Non-metallic jointless sur- 
facing materials and non-metallic tiles. for 
covering floors, decks, roads, paths and like 
surfaces. Rowan and Boden, Ltd., 95, Bothwell- 
st., Glasgow, C2. 

RusLaG: 757714. Blast-furnace slag for use 
as a building materials. Resource Use, Ltd., 16, 
Kirklee-rd., Glasgow, C2. 

RAVENITE : 758303, Roofing felts. Black- 
weils and National Roofings, Ltd., Barlow-rd., 
Broadheath, Altrincham, Cheshire. 

REXCELL: 748831. Adhesives, and powder for 
making adhesives, for hanging wallpaper and 
like purposes: size included in Class 1. Rex 
Paste, Ltd., 90, Lots-rd., SW10. 

NEOLITE: 754806. Non-metallic _ building 
materials. Glass Concrete Supply, Ltd., 20, 
Windmillta.. Thames Ditton, Surrey. 

_ Tik-Ht: 756034. Paint-removing composi- 
tions. The Direct Paint Co., 434, Oldham-rd., 
Waterloo, Ashton-under-Lyne. 

DELTAPLAST: 757590. Plastics in the form 
of bars and rods; tubes, pipes and fittings of 
plastics all included in Class 17. The Delta 
Metal Co., Ltd., London, SE10. 


DELTATHENE: 757591. As above. 
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BLUE Boy: 752316. Cement and }; 
builders and articles included in clas, ~ for 
— eve + cement and lime, Pe 

ortar, Ltd., nion Brick W : 
Durham. orks, Birt, 

Motstop: 756165. Reinforced pa 
with polyethylene for use jin building enqeaeé 
construction. British Sisalkraft, Ltd. K 704d 
rd., Strood, Kent, » Anight. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANT! S, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents 


A. F, Hastings & Co. (London 
(572422.) Regd. Oct. 4. Cromwell ny 
Surrey-st., Strand, WC2.  Bldrs., etc, ‘Vee 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. F. Hastings, ia 
J. H. Winchcombe, Ltd. (572433 
Oct. 4. 15, Siward-rd., Bromley, hae at 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. H, Winch. 
combe. oe 
— —— Co. hid. 
Oct. 4. 23, Brazennose-st., Manchester 7 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: L. G. Goelin’” is 


Peter Charles, Ltd. (572443.) Reed. 
al worry Po St. Annes-on-Sea, Fp 

rs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: . 
Roberts. sii 

Hereward E, Holder, Ltd. (572501,) Regd 
Oct. 5. _Leonard-st., Oakengates, Shropshire, 
Bldg. and civil engineering contractor. Nom, 
cap.: £15,000. Permt. dir.: H. E. Holder, - 

Wall Finishes, Ltd. (572535.) Regd. Oct, 
Sherwood-st., WI. _Bldrs. and works contrac. 
tors. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: C. G. Bond, 

G. Leadbeater (Builders), Ltd. (572546, 
Regd. Oct. 5. 32, The Crossway, Portchester 
Hants. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir: 
G. S. R. Leadbeater. 

A. C. Wooton & Co., Ltd. (572612.) Regd 
Oct. 9. 5, Cranbrook-rd., Ilford. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: J. Bolton. 

Davies Bros. & Lewis, Ltd. (572623.) Regd. 
Oct. 9. 10, Maes Ewan, Solva, Pembs. To take 
over bus. of builders carried on at Solva, 
Pembs., by company of same name, Nom, 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. W. Davies. 

J. J. Canterbury (Contractors), Ltd. (572579) 
Regd. Oct. 8. Gulls Reach, Monks Way, Hil 
head, Hants. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000 in £1 
shares. Dir.: L. B. Canterbury. 

Home Decoration (Horsham), Ltd. (573459) 
Regd. October 26. 6, Worthing-rd., Horsham, 
Sussex. Nom. cap. £1,000. Bldrs. Dir.: F. G 
Holmes. 


(572440.) Regd 


STEEL AND’ PIG’"IRON 
PRODUCTION 
Prospects for 1957 


STEEL production in 1956 totalled 20.66m 
tons the highest level yet achieved. This 
is 4.4 per cent. higher than the production 
of 19.79m. tons in 1955. It had _ been 
hoped that production in 1956 would reach 
21.3m. tons but this was prevented mainly 
by the loss of output resulting from the 
craftsmen’s ban on overtime 

Production in December which included 
the Christmas holiday averaged 395,900 
tons a week (14,000 tons more than the 
weekly average in December, 1955, and in 
the first three weeks slightly above that for 
November, 1956). This rise in the rate o! 
production has been achieved despite: the 
reduction in oil supplies since early Novem 
ber. It would normally be expected that 
the rate would continue to __ increas 
throughout 1957 but this will be dependes! 


inter alia on there being no further cut it | 


oil deliveries. 


In 1956 pig iron production reach | 


13.17m. tons, an increase of 5.6 per cétl 
over the 1955 production of 12.47m. tons. 
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FERRO-CEMENT IN 
BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION 


Projessor Nervi on its 
Potentialities 


The following extracts are taken from 
qn article in ‘L’Ingegnere’ by Professor 
Pier Luigi Nervi on * Ferro-Cement: its 
Characteristics and Potentialities, which 
jas been translated from the Italian and 
is published in full by the Cement and 
Concrete Association as CACA Library 
Translation No. 60. 


JURING these last years I have had 
the satisfaction of carrying out 
veral works in which ferro-cement not 
oily found interesting and useful appli- 
cations, but became the decisive factor 
in the design, both from the technical 
and the architectural points of view. 
The two most important applications 
of the method are the concrete structure 
of the Exhibition Hall at Turin and more 
precisely the large 98 m. span corrugated 
vault of the central hall and the perimeter 
roofs of Hall C. 


Qo.5 
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The first is formed by the juxtaposition 
of precast ferro-cement units, joined by 
reinforced concrete ribs cast in situ in 
the troughs and at the crests of the 
corrugations. 

Obviously a structure of this type built 
by the usual methods of concrete con- 
struction would have required an amount 
of formwork unobtainable on grounds 
both of cost and of time, while the use 
of precast reinforced concrete units 
would have been equally difficult on 
account of their laborious manufacture 
and their excessive weight. 

Ferro-cement, by its independence of 
formwork, by its intrinsic lightness (the 
units are less than 4 cm. thick) and its 
strength, has provided the simplest and 
most satisfactory solution to the complex 
problem. 

Without the constructional qualities 
of ferro-cement the entire architectural- 
structural conception would have had to 
be abandoned or radically changed. This 
observation brings me back to an insist- 
ence on the close ties between architec- 
tural conception and_ constructional 
reality. 

For the perimeter roofs of Hall C 
ferro-cement was again a decisive help. 
In fact, given the limited time available 
for the work and the advantage of maxi- 
mum lightness for the large span of the 
main structure, it was essential to find 
a solution which would unite the possi- 
bility of prefabrication to low weight, 
good appearance and good thermal and 
sound insulation. 

The simultaneous achievement of all 
these qualities, which would have been 
almost impossible with normal construc- 
tion methods, became possible with ferro- 
cement, -which enabled me to produce 


Part of the roof of Exhibition Hall ‘C’ at 
Turin with (below) section showing method 
of construction 
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Roof of the Nautical 

Club and boat house 

at Santa Margherita 
Ligure 





corrugated beams 2 cm. thick (in spite 
of the considerable span of 9 m.) and 
owing their strength to their form, easily 
precast. easily handled and which, placed 
side by side and joined together struc- 
turally by a thin top slab, formed a light 
roof, of pleasant appearance and with 
good sound and thermal insulation. 


I adopted a similar solution for the 
structure of the Nautical Club and boat 
house for the late Count F. Trossi at 
Santa Margherita Ligure, designed by the 
architect Carlo Daneri. In this case the 
span of the corrugated units was slightly 
larger. 

[ think that by designing beams with 
their height and width in correct propor- 
tion one to the other it should be possible 
to achieve economically spans of up to 
iS m. 

It is clear that the shape of the beam, 
which in this case is sinusoidal, has no 
great effect on the behaviour of the 
structure, and may be chosen purely by 





pressure pipe of 


of a_ large 
4 metres diameter constructed of ferro- 
cement 


Section 


functional or aesthetic criteria. From 
rectilinear corrugated units it was easy 
to pass on to curved ones and thus from 
the flat roof to the vault. 


Passing to a very different field, I have 
recently had occasion to -study an 
interesting application of the system to 
the construction of a large pressure pipe 
of 4 m. diameter and a length in pro- 
portion. In this case the use of ferro- 
cement made it possible to precast the 
pipe in a series of 4 m. sections, the 
weight of which (about 12 tons) was low 
enough to enable them to be transported 
and positioned without the use of 
specially powerful plant. 

I think that these early results justify 
a belief in the ever-growing development 
of ferro-cement. Above all, it will make 
constructionally possible the development 
of the whole highly fertile field of 
strength through form, including thin 
shell roofs and corrugated surfaces, 
where the greatest promise of the new 
architecture lies. 


H* 
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‘URBAN ‘RENEWAL’ IN CHICAGO 


Progress in the Redevelopment of the City’s Central Areas 


From a Correspondent 


Most major United States cities to-day 
is are in the midst of a development 
called ‘urban renewal’ and Chicago is 
no exception. For many years there have 
been plans on how to rebuild Chicago. 

However, only the last few years have 
shown real progress in this respect. 
There are slums in all the American cities, 
but for some réason or other the slums 
of Chicago seemed to be particularly in 
need of improvement. 

Chicago, with its three and _ three- 
quarter million inhabitants, is the second 
largest city in the United States. Chicago 
partisans call their home town the * most 
American’ city. Actually Chicago’s 
population is about 15 per cent. foreign- 
born, which is not so far behind New 
York’s 23 per cent. Geographically the 
term may be correct, for Chicago is 
located right in the heart of the North 
American continent, not at its rim like 
New York and Boston and Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 

In Chicago no remarkable new build- 
ings were erected during the 1930s. Dur- 
ing the second World War many indus- 
trial buildings were put up, but this only 
emphasised the need for every other kind 
of building, public and private. During 
the last few years conditions have 
changed. Chicago has started its ‘ urban 


renewal’ and bold and far-reaching pro- 
jects are at the beginning or in the midst 
of realisation. 

An extensive survey in Fortune maga- 
zine shows the main constructions of the 
last few years. There is first of all the 
exciting 4l-storey building of the Pru- 
dential Insurance Company of America. 
It is the tallest skyscraper put up in the 
US in 15 years and has added a new focal 
point to the famous Michigan-avenue 
skyline. 

The roof-top of the Prudential build- 
ings is 601 ft. above the pavement. It 
contains 27 high-speed automatic passen- 
ger elevators. Its tower and antenna ex- 
tends 324 ft. above the new structure’s 
roof-top, thus establishing a new high 
point of 925 ft. on the Chicago skyline. 
The cost was about $40 million. The 
total structural steel weighed approxi- 
mately 31,000 tons. 

The second largest airport in the US 
will be added to Chicago’s civic estate 
when O’Hare Field is completed. The 
largest is New York’s Idlewild. The new 
airport is 10 times the size of the city’s 
overcrowded Midway Airport, which now 
handles around eight million passenger 
movements annually. 

Illinois Institute of Technology has 
completed about half of its extraordinary 


ane O54 2 AREER 
IA ERAIAM 


Two views of the latest addition to the Michigan-avenue skyline in Chicago is the tallest skyscraper put up in the US since the wa’, 
the $40 million Prudential Insurance Company building. It has 41 storeys and contains 27 high-speed elevators 
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$45 million plan to carve a [iQ, 
campus out of a slum area jn i 
central Chicago. s 
The retail merchants in the Loop, th 
business district in Chicago, had tO fac 
the same difficulties that other Ametion 
‘down-town’ districts have to-dg,. 
first, the flight of many middle-ingon, 
Chicagoans to the suburbs, and, second 
the chronic traffic congestion in the Loos 
itself. , 
A major assault on the Loop’s patkin 
problem has been described in Forty, 
A vast underground garage has ha 
built in Grant Park, just east of the Loop. 
and five of nine multi-storey garage 
planned for other areas are now finish 
Olf-street space has already been pp 
vided for more than 10,000 cars in th 
business district alone. Still to come ap 
elevated garages on the north side, par. 
ing lots for the outlying shopping centr: 
and a residential parking programme 
There is a plan for a system of east-wey 
tunnels under the Loop to be used }; 
public buses, while private cars and tay; 
remain on the streets. 1 
The Congress-street Expressway, ; 
$100 million artery running seven mils 
from the Loop to the western suburhs, i 
under construction; a_ section of jt j 
already in use. Of the medical centre di 
trict, 305 acres on Chicago's West Sit 
six hospitals, seven medical schools ani 
two apartment buildings, are alreac 
built, at a cost of some $45 milli, 
Another medical development is the «- 
pansion of the Michael Reese Hospita 
Residential construction is at its highest 
level since the boom of the 1920s. Int 
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Five 12-storey apartment buildings in Lake Meadows, part of the 2,000-apartment 
project built by the New York Life Insurance Company. 


last five years, public and private housing 
together added more than 65,000 dwelling 
units to the city’s total. 

An interesting approach to the problem 
of the ageing neighbourhood shopping 
centre, a problem that worries all larger 
American cities, has been developed by 
Chicago’s Plan Commission. Those shop- 
ping centres are losing business to the 
newer suburban centres in large measure 
because of their inability to provide off- 
street parking. 

The plan envisages a * perimeter,’ that 
is, a one-way traffic circle built around 
the older shopping centres. All passenger 
cars and trucks would be routed on to 
this circle; no private vehicles would be 
allowed inside it except en route to park- 
ing spaces. Public buses would, however, 
go into the core of the shopping centres. 
The streets inside the centre could thus 
be narrowed or eliminated, and the space 
opened up for parking lots, arcades and 
pedestrian plazas. 

A project destined to improve condi- 
tions in and around Chicago is the Fort 
Dearborn project, which will, at a cost 
of something like $400 million, demolish 
avast area on the near north side and 
create a civic centre and a housing de- 
velopment. The plan includes an area 
of about 150 acres. 


A Major Port 

Connected with the new St. Lawrence 
Seaway project is the idea of making 
Chicago a major port for transatlantic 
shipping and of improving the link be- 
tween the Great Lakes and the Missis- 
Sippi Valley system. Included in these 
Plans are an expansion of Chicago’s 
inland-waterway system, and the con- 
struction of a new port in Lake Calumet, 
at Chicago's southern end. 

Chicago’s housing and redevelopment 
programme is headed by a businessman, 
James C. Downs, Jr. 

The record of new public housing in 
Chicago is noteworthy. From 1945 to 
1953 the Housing Authority built 5,471 
— units, and in 1954 it built 1,820 
Units, 


EASTERN FEDERATION 
President’s Annual Review 


TINHE presidential review for 1956 of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers has been circulated in advance 
of the Federation’s annual general meeting. 
to be held at Cambridge on January 23, and 
we take the following extracts from it. The 
president, Mr. R. G. CarTER, FIOB, said: 
Economic Policy.—In the early part of 
the year we were informed of the Govern- 
ment’s policy to correct the inflationary 
trend and it became clear that our industry 
would be affected in several ways. It was 
not until the second half of the year, how- 
ever, that the Government’s policy had the 
anticipated effect. In the last two or three 
months there has been a marked recession 
in the level of work in East Anglia, particu- 
larly in the northern part of the region. As 
a result of a survey undertaken by the Fede- 
ration we have ample evidence to show that 
in 1956 the building labour force in Norfolk 
declined by 10 per cent., with a further simi- 
lar reduction anticipated by the spring. In 
Suffolk, to a lesser extent, the same pattern 
has emerged, but nearer London there is still 
evidence of full, although not overfull, order 
books. It is important that the Govern- 
ment’s policy succeeds, but we do not want 
to see the structure of our industry damaged 
or lack of alternative employment for men 
discharged. 

The moves towards price stability in the 
beginning of 1956 were welcomed by the 
Federation and we sought to make our own 
contribution. Increasing assistance in stabil- 
ising the cost of materials was given by 
manufacturers and the nationalised indus- 
tries, but any further major step was arrested 
by the announcements of oil and petrol 
rationing and subsequent price increases. 
This is more than a matter of inconvenience, 
since our industry is greatly dependent upon 
transport for both materials and men. The 
repercussions on the industry of a substantial 
cut in petrol and oil supplies can be very 
serious indeed. In East Anglia many of us 
build in rural areas, lorries being in con- 
tinuous use for the transport of men. In 
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addition, the operation of a wide variety of 
plant requires fuel and the effective super- 
vision of contracts, extensive travelling. 
Unless sufficient petrol is forthcoming for 
these purposes the period for carrying out 
work will be unduly extended, adding mate- 
rially to rising costs. Indeed, the future of 


some of our smaller firms may be in 
jeopardy. 
Wages and  Production—Among the 


matters under active consideration at the 
moment is a request by the unions for an 
increase in the guaranteed week. Of all the 
major industries our guaranteed week is one 
of the lowest, although it is important to 
remember that we are very much dependent 
upon weather for carrying out our work. At 
the same time, there is a feeling that a 
greater degree of security is desirable, par- 
ticularly for men who have served us well. 

The question of private work after hours 
by employees of member firms has been a 
point of real concern both to the unions 
and ourselves. Recently the Great Yarmouth 
Association, in agreement with the opera- 
tives’ side, took vigorous action calculated 
to put a stop to this undesirable practice. 
Perhaps similar moves may follow else- 
where. 

Our holidays-with-pay scheme has been 
frequently under discussion in the region 
in the past few years, the opinion being 
that it adds greatly to the administrative 
work in builders’ offices as well as in the 
holidays-with-pay company, it locks up a 
considerable sum of money yearly through 
the advance “purchase of stamps and _ its 
rigidity of administration causes dissatisfac- 
tion to its beneficiaries. It has been sug- 
gested that it would be simpler to run a 
scheme similar to that for our lorry drivers, 
who are paid holiday money proportionate 
to the number of weeks worked with the 
firm. Another alternative is to apply the 
system only to casual workers, the perma- 
nent employees being paid for their holidays 
as and when they fall due. 


Managerial Efficiency 

Education and Training—The conviction 
that our Eastern Federation should concern 
itself with the efficiency of its member firms 
has led to our extensive management train- 
ing programme, which has attracted wide- 
spread interest both in this country and 
abroad. In our view, we should take the 
initiative in providing the means and the 
impetus to greater managerial efficiency in 
the industry in East Anglia, and this has 
been wholeheartedly supported by the firms 
themselves, who have sought increasingly 
to take advantage of the training courses 
we have arranged. 


Attention is again being given to the prob- 
lem of sharing among all employers the cost 
of apprenticeship training. Our view has 
been that while it may be ethically desirable 
it is administratively impracticable. 

Building Programme—Any hope that 
private enterprise house building may make 
up for a reduction in the housing pro- 
grammes of local authorities is unlikely to 
be realised since the shortage of land, the 
cost of building, the reduced resources for 
lending and the high interest rates have all 
acted as a deterrent to would-be home- 
owners. 
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NEW TYPE OF SCREED 





T is stated in BRS Digest No. 88 that 

work on concrete floors has not 
resulted in any significant modification of 
previous recommendations and that the 
usefulness of the floating floor for improv- 
ing sound insulation has been confirmed. 
Recent social surveys* on noise in dwellings 
have provided useful data on which judg- 
ments can be based, and these surveys 
coupled with the many field measurements 
made by the Station have enabled a 
system of grading of the sound insulation 
for houses and flats to be established. 

In BRS Digest No. 89 various types of 
concrete floor construction are listed in a table, 
from which it is seen that Grade | insulation 
for both airborne and impact sound can be 
obtained for a concrete floor with a floating 
concrete screed and any surface finish. * This 
type of floating floort consists of a layer of 
concrete not less than {4 in. thick (2 in. thick 
or more is better), resting on a resilient quilt 
laid over the structural floor slab and turned up 
against the surrounding walls at all edges .. . 
Concrete-screed floating floors may not be 
suitable for rooms larger than about 150 sq. ft., 
or 200 sq. ft. at most, or with a greater dimen- 
sion than 15-20 ft. This is because a slight 
“dishing” or curling up at the corners 
invariably occurs with floating floors, owing 
to quicker drying out at the top surface than 
at the bottom and the lack of bond with the 
sub-floor. This curling is ngt noticeable in 
small rooms, but in rooms of larger dimensions 
than those given the risk of cracking from 
drying shrinkage makes it necessary to sub- 
divide the floating screed into bays, and the 
curling of these separate bays can lead to 
difficulty with many types of floor finish.’ 

New FLoor ScreepD: The above information 
on concrete screeds can be regarded as up to 
date; the Digest was issued in June, 1956. 
However, a greatly improved screed can now 
be laid if an entirely different material is used, 
i.e., ‘ Synthanite ° instead of Portland cement. 
* Synthanite,’ the registered trade name for 
synthetic anhydrite, a binder of the gypsum 
family, is an artificial product deposited in 
the production of hydrofluoric acid. Very 
finely ground crystalline fluorspar is combined 
with sulphuric acid to produce hydrofluoric 
acid and synthetic anhydrite. Synthetic an- 




































* Building Research Station Digest No. 88. 
May 1956, * Sound Insulation of Dwellings— I.’ 
H.M.S.O., price 3d. net. 

+ Building Research Station Digest No. 89, 
June 1956, * Sound Insulation of Dwellings—Il.’ 
H.M.S.O., price 3d. net. 


Concrete Floorsand Sound Insulation 


By J. Singleton-Green, MSc, MICE, MIStructE 







hydrite, manufactured 
and used in Germany for 
some years, is now avail- 
able in this country. 

The principal character- 
istics of a ‘ Synthanite ° 
screed are: rapid harden- 
ing, quick drying, high 
flexural strength, good 
compressive strength, 
practically no shrinkage, 
a good smooth surface to 
take floor finishes. These 
properties have been par- 
ticularly appreciated when 
laying screeds on an insu- 


lating layer, and it is 
believed that this new 
material provides an 
efficient solution to the 


problem of sound insula- 
tion for floors. Such a 
screed can be laid without 
a layer of sound-insulating 
material. In this case the 
mix can be 3: 1 instead o 
2:1, and the thickness 
can be | in. instead of 
1} in. Large areas can still 
be laid without joints. 


Quick DrRyING: In 
1954 a controlled test 
was made to determine 


the loss of moisture from 
a freshly laid screed. The 
screed was laid in the new 
building of the Physics Institute of Darmstadt 
Technical High School by Kemawerk, Karl 
Majer, Kaiserslautern, Germany. The binding 
medium used was synthetic anhydrite. The 
building was not heated. The windows were 
partly open day and night. The temperature 
and the relative humidity of the air in the 
room were measured. The results are given 
in Table 1. 

The new screed does not crack; it can be 
laid in areas of up to 600 sq. yd. without 








TABLE 1. 
| Relative | Moisture in 
Days } Temp. deg. humidity | test sample 
0 15 65 8.3 
2 15 65 | 4.7 
4 22 | 65 3.2 
6 14 | 73 pe) 
8 13 66 | L7 
10 13 | 6l 0.6 
12 9 81 0.6 





Siemens’ factory, Munich, where synthetic anhydrite screeds are laid throughout 
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Another example of the use of synthetic anhydrite screed 


joints. If laid on a sound-insulating layer the 
thickness of the screed need not be mor 
than. 1} in. There is no cracking, and no need 
for joints because of the good compressive 
Strength, the high flexural strength and the 
negligible shrinkage. The results of tests made 
recently in this country are given in Table? 





TABLE 2. 
1 part ‘Synthanite’ | 1 par 
to 3 parts sharp | Portlani 
clean sand by cement 
weight 3 parts 
concre 
ing sand 
by volun 
| Age at | Building | 
| date of | Research | Stanger | Stange 
test. Station | 
Days 
Modulus of 
Rupture | 3 | 458 458 4 
Ib./sq. in. ...| 7 1,020 1,037 474 
Compressive | 
Strength | 3 | 2,380 | 2,375 2.210 
Ib./sq. in. ...) 7 4,940 | 4,992 | 281 


Coniparison: The information given | 
BRS Digest No. 89 for a cement screed 
shown in tabular form in Table 3 against tit 
appropriatz details for a * Synthanite ° screed 


TABLE 3. 
Cement Screed “Synthanite 
Screed 
= = er 
Thickness I} in. } 4 in. 
2in. or moreis | 
better 
Reinforcement Chicken wire None 
Max. area with- | 
out joints or | ; | ; 
cracks | 150-200sq. ft. | 600sq-) 
| ay a 
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WAR DAMAGE AND 
COMPULSORY PURCHASE 


By a Legal Correspondent 


THE case Of Paddington Borough 
Council v. War Damage Commis- 
‘gion, Associated London Properties, 
lid. V- Paddington Borough Council 

‘ses certain points which are of interest 
fp local authorities, contractors and 
gwners of property. 

A property known as Irvine Court, 
No. 37, Porchester-terrace, had suffered 
war damage and in fact was deemed to be 
gtotal loss for the purposes of the War 
Damage Act, 1943. At one time the War 
Damage Commission stated that it was 
not a total loss, but they amended this 
yiew at a later stage. 

In the ordinary course of events cases 
of total loss were dealt with by the 
making of a value payment, but under 
section 20(1) of the War Damage Act, 
1943, the Commission were empowered 
to direct that a cost of works payment 
was appropriate, and did so in this case. 
This direction was based on the fact that 
the Commission considered that the pro- 
petty, immediately before the occurrence 
of the war damage, was structurally not 
appreciably less sound than when erected 
and in design, layout and amenities simi- 






























lar to other properties erected since 
1914. 
e screed On the basis of this direction the 





claimants incurred considerable expense 
in obtaining tenders and preparing plans 


layer the 

be mor § for rebuilding. These plans were ap- 
{no need § proved. If the building had been rebuilt 
mpressive fF in its original form the cost would have 
and the fF been £56,300; in the modern building 
Tite? which omitted ornamentation and was of 
ane Flower cubic content, the cost was only 
£49,000, although as a modern variation 
of the original building the market value 
a of the new building was appreciably 

Portland more. 
wae At this stage the Paddington Corpora- 
conce- tion decided compulsorily to acquire the 
— property, and made an order which was 
-___ f. confirmed by the Minister of Health on 
eas July 31, 1947. Notice to treat was served 
; in May, 1950. On behalf of the Corpora- 
- tion there were two contentions put for- 
ward. In the first place as total loss had 


occurred it was claimed that a value pay- 
44 ment rather than a cost of works pay- 
ment was applicable under S.7 of the 
220 — War Damage Act, 1943, and that no re- 
>) — S4td should be paid to the direction, as 
ci this applied only to cases where the war 
damage had actually been made good. 
= iM The second point which they made was 
er As that in paying regard to the rebuilding 
a wi this should be limited to the rebuilding 
of the exact dwelling that existed before, 
and not to any variation, as this might 
_f lvolve payments of an unspecified 
parr amount. The valuer had at least some- 
need thing tangible when the matter was 
—— Settled on the basis of the old building. 
The court: did not, however, accept 
either of these contentions. The varia- 
| tons had been agreed and approved by 
the Commission and it was within their 
' power to approve them. Under S.8(2) of 
q. yd the War Damage Act, 1943, there was 
——f 4 proviso ‘that if the reinstatement of 
any part of the hereditament could have 











been omitted without detracting from the 
value of the hereditament or the omis- 
sion thereof would have increased its 
value the amount of the payment shall 
be reduced to what it would have been 
if that part had not been reinstated.’ In 
any additions, as opposed to omissions 
under S.8(3), the cost of works applicable 
would not be held to cover these. 

The Court of Appeal did, however, 
recognise that unless specific approval 
had been received from the Commission 
uncertainty would exist and in such cir- 
cumstances the cases should be treated on 
the basis of exact reinstatement. 


URBAN HIGHWAY 
MAINTENANCE 
The Search for Economy 


TIYHE difficulties of the labour situation, 

which were aggravated by the ‘red- 
tape’ of local authority procedure, were re- 
ferred to by Mr. W. J. Hiscock, AMIMunE, 
in a paper on ‘ Organisation and Control of 
Highways Maintenance’ which he gave at 
the Institution of Civil Engineers in London 
on January 8. 

Mr. Hiscock, who described the work of 
the Leeds Highways Department, said that 
one effect of the difficult labour situation had 
been for machines to be increasingly used 
in maintaining the 800 miles of highway 
under the department's jurisdiction, and in 
making the 18,000 yearly openings in the 
highways needed by public utility authorities. 
builders and plumbers. In 1947 there were 
46 vehicle drivers and plant operators as 
against 78 now. 

Mr. Hiscock laid particular stress on the 
need for planning work, details being 
planned at least 18 months before the work 
was undertaken. Control during the 
progress of work was another essential and 
weekly returns showing how actual costs 
were comparing with estimates should be 
made. 

In the centre of Leeds itself, it had been 
the policy of the highways department to 
use a red surfacing for the roads to improve 
the drab appearance of the streets, and to 
provide an impression of prosperity and 
good taste. The additional cost was 9d. a 
square yard. 

Cheaper Footpaths 

Great efforts were made to achieve 
economies in other directions. For instance. 
it had been found that despite the costs of 
overtime it was cheaper to surface roads on 
Sunday as week-day traffic reduced output 
by half. 

Experiments were also being made with a 
new type of footpath based on burnt pif 
shale costing as little as 6s. 9d. a square 
yard against the 15s. 9d. of concrete flagging. 

A 4 in. layer of burnt pit shale was treated 
by two applications of stable 55 per cent. 
cold emulsion sprayed on the surface and 
the surface turned by passing a small spiked 
harrow over it drawn by a calfdozer, which 
was also used to spread the shale; the surface 
was then rolled by a vibrating roller. He 
had carried out a similar type of construction 
on paths 6 ft. in width and greater, which 
stood up fo lorries delivering cold asphalt 
to a junior Barber-Greene finisher for the 
footpath surfacing work; the cost had been 
as low as 6s. 9d. a square yard. 


CHEAPER HOME 
OWNERSHIP 


Possibilities of Reducing Interest 
Rates and Building Costs 


GIR BRUCE WYCHERLEY, managing 

Director of the Abbey National Build- 
ing Society, speaking at the opening of the 
Society’s new branch office at Cheltenham 
on January 4, said that housing was still 
one of the key factors in the national well- 
being. A good deal of our lives still 
centred in the home—perhaps one could say 
an increasing proportion in this age of tele- 
vision. Another feature of the day—the 
‘ do-it-yourself’ movement — would, no 
doubt, lend added personal interest to the 
home. 

‘All this is to be welcomed,’ Sir Bruce 
Wycherley continued, ‘especially as there 
were fears not so long ago that the trend 
was in the opposite direction. There is still 
immense interest in home-ownership. Every 
building society is experiencing a strong 
demand for loans to assist house purchase, 
and here, perhaps, I should mention a mis- 
conception which is widely current. The 
building societies, in the aggregate, are still 
making, and have been making throughout 
last year, very large sums available for this 
purpose. What is perhaps most abnormal 
about the situation is the extraordinary 
demand for such loans on building societies, 
which is partly a reflection of the credit 
squeeze. 

‘If the Rent Bill now before Parliament 
reaches the Statute Book in substantially 
its present form, we may expect an added 
demand for loans to assist in the modernisa- 
tion of a wide range of suitable properties, 
and this is a development which all who 
wish to see the heart of our older towns 
made sound, will welcome. At all events, 
the proportion of home-owners is steadily 
increasing. New house building is still 
active and builders, especially nearer the 
towns. are experiencing a good demand.’ 

As a building society man, he could wish 
that the process of becoming a home-owner 
was a little cheaper, particularly in the 
interests of the younger people. If our 
national economic fortunes improved to a 
point at which the authorities could bring 
into play forces which would definitely and 
decisively lower the long-term—and he 
emphasised long-term—rate of interest, the 
building societies would be only too glad, 
in their turn, to reduce their mortgage rates. 
Further, if building costs could be reduced 
without detriment to standards of construc- 
tion and amenities, this would also be of 
great assistance. 

‘I do not think,’ he added, ‘ that either of 
these possible sources of economy should be 
ruled out, and for this and other reasons I 
have great confidence in the future of home- 
ownership.’ 


British Standards 


The British Standards Institution has 
issued the following new Standards: Safety 
Belts and Harness (BS 1397: 1956) (price 
6s.); and Valves and Unions for Radiators 
(low pressure hot water) (BS 2767: 1956) 
(price 3s. 6d.). Copies of these Standards 
may be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, Sales Branch, 2, Park-street, 
London, W1. 
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Cl 3 in. La 
MATERIALS ‘e 
6 in. 
9 in 
HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings “= DAMP 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not (London sites) ... per 1,000 16 8 Hessian | 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- ; . cut to 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations shire district (London sites) oa ‘ 18 19 9 a 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities | “4made | Sandlaced | Multi- Colour Facings. py 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include Reber Bric agence oto a Faey an ks hi. es a 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 23 in. Sauney Sor ganged arches (Losdon: sites) 2s ‘i on tq 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of “(London sites) , ci — se 13 rs 4 ‘ 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. >. rage Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings ” 18 in. ¥ 
AGGREGATES AND SAND Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White, Ivory, Brown——” << ‘Si. x 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for Stretchers . . vee vee 64 0 

Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and Headers . “4 63 0 : 

St. Pancras. — Bullnose and 43 in. Flats” ie 80 0 0 STONE 
Pit Ballast ... per yd. i * : Double oo - :: » : 0 Bath Sto 
PiSand ay 44) - gas e * 
Zin. Shingle... : ee Heian y oh eres ~~ » @e 0 Del 
é ia. Broken Brick : 120. 6 pa = Byrd £3 extra over White. Other ” ‘eau, 
Fine oy Foamed Slag Ag - t 2 yo petelapsid gir sos oy poo ‘best ee Bear sedge 

perp y tadenery 7 g Aggregate . per ton 3-340 1 ye PEICesS pilus o for Best quality and Portland 

2 yds. of coarse per ton. plus 25% less 10°% for Second quality. Brown 
CEMENT, etc. PARTITION SLABS, etc. = 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) ‘une 

yea grok gle egy ellycongaae Specifica- HoLtow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) Deliver 

6-ton loads and upwards, site . per ton 5 4 6 oe hess ne 

1 to 6 tons, site és a 5 16 6 "Jan 140 “4 sais rin 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- *2} in. 140 a i a om 2a 12i in, xX 

wards to site 5 ; , ' $15: 0 73 in: (3 cavit ) 120 : ue :% . 

lto6tons do. site , * 6 7°30 ‘i = e * rt = 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per ms *3 in. (6 i ania “apes (Keyed) 4} mn 

ton on ordinary cement prices. *4 a (6 — 1m) yas. ” 57 agi 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 6 wg 8 44 are a oe ” 6 10 Tem , 

ordinary cement prices. ao Ae * gorges 1,250 blocks 7 . per 1,000 26 18 0 “thick 
Red. Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ey a Ge ae Dincks at NO cxtte charge. D. 
aya! on ae to colour. Yr, CLINKER CONCRETE brick 
n 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. Od. per ton. ue 100 yds. ee er yd 
White Portland Cement : 7 . 5g 13 5° 0 2} in. 85 yds. . = se i ‘ Min " 
Under | ton per cwt. 15 10 3 in. 75 yds. is § 3 in. 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 4 in. 55 yds. , 6 5 and 

and upwards . per ton GAD CRANHAM 12 in 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 2 in, 6 9 2in. R 

Portland Cement. 24 in. es is ae 2 in. Sz 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. 0d. to £14 3s. 0d. 3 in. 89 pitti 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 4 in cee . 10 9 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 4} in. Load bearing quality eee = 11 10 TILES 4 

Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up me 1415 9 M P. % : 
x" ‘Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 2 in On 150 ARrtTiON Bt — 16 3 Machine 

ondon = ith. . eee oe Pr ac ine- 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London a ee og cay oo yds. ” 16 6 Lincolt 
sites) . ‘ er cwt 110 0 4i sie ie ii = _ fi se Se 

- ?p . in. 90 yds. as 20 0 Hand-ma 

BRICKS LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS Hand-ma 
Full Loads. me wae OF MANUFACTURE — 
First Hard Stocks . in. ‘es sec = yds. aes ace 5 10 and-ma 
Second Hard Stocks ... % per 1008 7 4 : ry! In. tee 80 yds. ” 7 0 a 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) ” ar ee ong 65 yds. si 8 2 oncrete 
Mild Stocks _... es 816 6 4h i 50 yds. ” 7% N ps 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question ™ ab - _ sf y wail 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 7 : a ss 13 1} 

be obtained from job to job. , ” THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLoc KS SLATES 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 2} in. : : 4 yds. ” 71 

pend — ~ a " S550 bs “THERMALITE- YTONG LOADREARING INSULATING BLOCKS ee 

3 in. : d 

Keyed do. Pe - 4 in. a. = «= * Ht =~ 

Rustics » 750 5 in. 72 yds. 13 10 oe 

Cellular Rustics Hi _ ¥ 7 5 0 6 in. 60 yds. = 16 7 ax | 

Single Bullnose Commons. ; 750 84 in. 42 yds. ” 139 2x I 

Sandfaced ome . 8 2 6 ; FLoor BLocKs ana Fi FILLER Ti s 7 0 

” ILE l 

— ” “ : 3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. sail 12 in. delivered in full 18 . l 

lation Buffs. ” cans ‘ lorry- —_ a per 1,000 34 I 0 18 x 

Dapple Light ef 10 7 6 sia = 2a Helle 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) % 28 15 6 6 in. do. ce ee i 

Bullnose (London Stations) ; a 29 9 6 7 in. do. ie he —t 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ye 2519 0 8 in. ' » SI ' ? 
t k ” 
aera — ricks (London sites) x 19 3 4 .. x 3° x i Filet Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1,000 multiples 42 15 0 TIMBEF 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . 4 748 6 + - =a Softwood 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. Joinery 
tatio f a Ss ie i et pri arcas: 
Ato 1 4 PO ts ” = . : ee a ees to be added to the Standard List prices ro 1 
23 in. Moler Flue Brick d = a x - > ie ardw 
fin ach favs s (London sites) : Facings ‘s 36 0 0 Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. nee 

A asten din ‘ex o Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces do. 
23 in. —. made Multi Red Facings (London - Best Quality 7 a _ A ys varie? Tg Oak 

sites 15 Y ie 1) if a7 of oy do. 
2§ in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings Wondon . pie Tested Quality” 1348; 4 85% 374 val ee HO y+ a T =~ 

sites ies 4 6? y 

es) . a 15413: 46 BSS Tested do. +478%4+85% +474%4+1174% 4474% +130% Wala 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
£ s. d. Delivered London area. £ sd 
5 s. @. 
Sq _ Drain “— le 12 in. oe --» per 1,000 Mp a : 14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
an — ns ; oes ” 30 14 0 Zit. Oim < 6f. Gin. ... eas ase .-. each £2. 6 
in aa a a89 aes ase ” 338 9 «(0 2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. € in. as eee Segoe ie Ea 
oe us see =a5 ees see ” 2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. .. ae ye sae Be 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ie 116 6 
Ss. d, DAMP COURSE 2 in. ms on a peed « open. ’ Pattern 4 x G in deal ae cae 
8 6 Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 9 = cae pp al xg 211 6 
cut to bn be ag in lots of £6 value and over | 2 in. 2 Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal ” 
19 9 deiiveret London area : “rt .-. per yd. sup. oe + 2% Gin. X 6R. Gin... = a a ; 2 41.9 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per ‘yd. sup. do. do. : LOG 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 im : 2 1G 
19 9 Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per vd. sup. do. 12 6 iio. as = ae » Pals 
17 6 18 in. 9 in. British damp course slates ... — ] “000 4112 8 SUNDRIES 
14 in. ~ Din. do. do. has ee = 32 0 O | Deli 
Qin. X 9 in. aa: ae 326 | elivered London area. ; i re 
16 6 18 in. x 44 in. ES da. ” 19 2 6 | 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
4 = Wart fs do da se oe ” 15 4 9 quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. tol ton)... eee per yd. 73 
6 0 an, a 5 4 sis ai ” | 1} in. do. (67 yds. tol ton) ... “6 i 7 4 
Qin. x 43 in. do. do. eae uaa ‘ Ow 5 3 | 3, y . 
a. ; 2 in. do. (52 yds.tolton) ... aaa Sa 8 11 
00 23 in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ... a a 10 3 
00 STONE 3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... : ll 53 
00 | Quantities under | ton add Id. per $ in. of thickness. 
00 Bath Stone— | 4in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
10 0 Monks Park 7? ea wae . per ft. cube 8 13 per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
00 St. Aldhelm Box Ground — ‘a 9 13 1 in. etoens do ot eRe oe 
10 0 Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth t in. do. % 233 i } 2 36 
00 B.R. Western Region. r = 3 Re edie. 3-9 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, 8 11 | on Asbestos _ Building s Sheets - ne 410 
tn ibang London area ws ane ee 2 3 Roofing Felt, 1-ply na ay bi a a 1 9 
‘or’ ( — | 0. ~ 2 2 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average | Best Tu om. ply slabs... nt a pe per 4 cwt 5 0 0 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. do pearl ge oe a oe 7 5 5 0 
Southern Region eke - 8 5 | CroidGlue... ei = ae > 6 0 
— poe ‘Blue Robin Hood Quality. | Cut Nails 3 i. (J-ton lots)... <a ... per ton 70 10 O 
eliverec site n in 6-ton lots | do. 4/in. and 1 Ss a a 2 67 O O 
9 in. 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and Wire Nails, 3 in. (4- hy lots} wane ss ... per cwt. 3 6.10 
aes eu a ee . . per ft. cube 3 - : | do 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) is BP be 3 6 3 
a le Pee a & ka 5 
: ; 12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ‘ z 3 © METALS 
55 - 2 : : - WwW _—" and 5 gg throated coping ee : : : | ‘ STEEL JOISTS, ETC. 
/ A OM. . ” | is Joists— 
44in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and ‘face ... oe 26 3 | ~—: er4 Sin. x 5in..8in. < 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
57 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... ... per ft. sup. Ss | 12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered — 
6 10 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. London area gs a ma sea ... perton 4812 6 
18 0 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 8 3 | Extra for sizes 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced Zin sc th on 4in. X 12 in. ... 310 © 
39 H ber apaag te tee tee tee se ” 113 6 | 3in. x 3 in. sa ee aaa om nS ss 2 10 
ard York— 4in. 3 in. ae wes «aa ae aa " e 3 
4 4 12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 0 10in. x 4} in. ne ite ae oe ao : 110 O 
ae 14 in. 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top } Sin. x 2h in. Sins <M Sim... a bee = 1 15 
6 5 and front per ft. cube 2 12 9 4} in. x 13 in. = ahs aia a ee i 3-3-6 
12 in. ¥ 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘Tubbed | top and front os = & 3 | 5 in. 44 in. 7 in. < 34 in. 13 in. x Sin. é 5 0 
69 2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 9 4 | 6in. xX 3 in. 24 in. x 7hin. ... 2 bee pe > Oo 0@ 
4s 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 5 3 6in. x 44 in. Tin. X 4 in. 8in. X 4in. ‘ee 
8 9 Qin. xX 4in. 10 in. x 5 in. rad Be \ . i 
10 9 2m x Sin. 22. X Fm ... ees - i 
11 10 TILES AND PANTILES Qin. x 7in.  10in. x 8in. 12 in. > gin.) 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 14 in. X S$in. 14 in. X 6 in. 14 in. x 8 in. 
16 3 Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 15 in. 5 in. IS in. x 6 in. 16 in. x 6in. >, 10 0 
16 6 Lincolnshire district aes exe “(e 29 19 0 16in. 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x_7 in. | 
16 10 Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district se a ae 55 18 0 18 in. Xx 8 in. 20 in. < 6% in. 20 in. x 74 in. J 
20 0 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district... acc 59 5 0 Steel angles average price... tee vee ose ” 50 5 0 
ARIOUS Hand-made 10} x 63 tiles Berkshire district eP aad 15 9 O Steel tees average price tee see ; st 5 0 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district... ~... 14 1 9 | Fabricated work delivered London— 
5 10 Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. - ie Lit 3 R.S. Joists cut and fitted ... te oo oo ” 65 12 6 
79 Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... mas ae 1 8.0 | Compound girders... tee tee tee tee »” 7115 0 
8 2 Concrete tiles 10} x 63 es eee aaa oe 8 5 6 | Stanchions . vee eee tee eee ” A 2 6 
9 3 do. Interlocking (49S) : oe 19 9 6 | Compound stanchions. 4 sae aaa ‘a 81 10 0 
10 4 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. | In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ies tg a 94 15 0 
13 10} Average prices not for awkward work. 
, Angle cleats and 3 in., } in. and j in. bolts weerige 
SLATES | price London area ... . per cwt. 5 7 4 
mm First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage FrrRo- ConcRETE Bas 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
8 6 1.000 actual. to BSS785 ex London Stock § in. diam., and 
ll | 137 2 4 upwards aes oe --» per ton 46 5 0 
13 10 oy) 12 111 8 O din. diam. ... oi wad Pre ask aaa » extra 8 12 0 
16 7 DD) 11 i100 14 1 | 46 in. do. aa r re ae ee _ a 612 0 
ne 0 x 12 94 9 10 in. do. i aa Sas ea ae aide v 412 0 
20 x 10 oO 8 6 | ti: dea .. ay oe 435 adi oe “ % 2 56 
18 x 10 62 17 0 MiLD STEEL TUBES 
1 0 ex 9 S| § G6 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
10 0 16 x 10 49 10 0 Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
15 0 16x 8 io 38 1 3 Under 1 ton Overlton  W.I. Fittings Fittings 
19 0 No1eE.— -Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Class A + 144% + 943% Light + 36° Malleable List 
: Class B t 26 eo + = A Heavy + 434% —283° + 40% 
| Class C + 443° + 393% 
15 0 TIMBER Black— 
15 0 Softwood— €lass A — 8} 70 — 134% Light + 223 vo Malleable List 
Joinery quality a owe Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 Class B r 344 o + % Heavy + 303%  — 283% 
Carcassing quality .. do. £97 to £102 | Class C + 194 + 144% 
prices lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. - £110 0 0. "Cl. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
} Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Lacie Mahogany—African S.E. do. perft.cube 110 0 | nay « 
pieces do. Honduras do. do. io 2 S.-@ Gutters Nozzles Ends 
a Oak European do. do. 2 25 -O 3 in. me es ue Pe 3/104 3/5 I 
, 0%, do. Japanese do. do. a 210 O | 34in. = ate a we 4/23 3/9 1 
J 0° do. English Logs sawn do. Me 117 6 4 in. aes and a ae 5/53 43 16 
130/ Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. as 3 iF 6 43 in. 5/113 49 19 
13 Walnut African Logs sawn do. e 15 0 5 in. 6/8 5/1 2/4 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Stop 

Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. 5/- 46 1/2 
3} in. 5/7 46 1,6 
4 in. 6/2 49 1,9 
4} in. 6/8 5/5 2/1 
5 in. 7/34 6/2 2.4 

Cl. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. - lengths Pipe Bends _ Branches 
2 in. _ 8/34 4/3 1 
23 in. oat 8/34 49 8/2 
3 in. ze 9/34 511 8/10 
34 in. an 10/7 7/- 10/7 
4 in. — 12/3 85 12:7 
L.C.C. CoaTED Soi Pipes 

Zin yee 9/5 7/3 8/10 
2} in 9/94 8/- 11/- 
3 in. 11/14 8/10 13/- 
oo) pi — eas “ae soe. oe 11/- 15/2 
WIN: ass 14/2 12/3 17/11 


Above prices ‘for gutters, | rain- -water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 173% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoateD DRAIN Pipes 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qt. Ib. per yd. Bends — 
ar “se ais re 1 i 33/6 23/- 
GIR, ss. rar singe ae 0 1 49/2 2 61/3 38) 


~ ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 


2 in. 2h in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths .». per yd. 3/114 4/3 5/14 6/94 
Shoes... ... each 2/7 2/10 3/4 4/6 
Single Branches _ £68, ores 4/- 4/9 5/8 7/11 
Bends square or obtuse ,, 2/10 3/1 4/- 5/8 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. __,, 3/1 4/- 4/6 6/3 
4 6 in. 55 3/4 4/- 5/1 6/9 
ASBESTOS O. G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/84 4/2 4/114 S/114 
Drop ends <a .. each 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Stop ends ous on. coe -/I1 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles a nO 3/1 3/7 4/4 5/1 
Nozzles eu Seo ca ae 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Union Clips... 55 1/6 ei 2/2 2/6 


3 in. 4in. ” 4h in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths... peryd. 2/74 3/14 3/23 3/9} 5/34 


Drop ends ... ... each 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Stopends ... nae -/10 = -/I1 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles sae Sune ts 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 
Nozzles seb eae 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Union Clips vie ee 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 
Per ton basis 
in London 
= 6; +a. 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant mantel 49 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars r = 43 18 O 
Mild Steel Hoops 44 2 6 


Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— &. 8,5; 
20 gauge oe or ne asi ae 2s 2 © 
24 gauge aa se eee cos ee sae =» “paz 6 
26 gauge ae _ _ — cae a. sels 63 12 6 

Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge uae as cee san oa es sae “6617 0 
24 gauge si ‘es fs cals — Rex oso “OF 10 
26 gauge as sea a: @a2 0 

Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and Cc A.— 

20 gauge — y ie sex wes SS TO 
24 gauge sion oa ps sa = see oT ay 
26 gauge aan nes yes ss Sis sai cue ee ae 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base prices) 

Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) , eve. iperdb: 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) mais 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) __.. 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 


” 


23 » © NW NV 
~) 
a 


wide) 
Coiled strip ‘for flashing 99, 7% purity 22 SWG (12 in. 

wide) . 0 
Corrugated ‘sheet BS 1470 NS * Utility Circular 

Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SW .. per sheet 1 12 0 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 

Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG a Lay i 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 

Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20SWG ; Iai 2 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per ‘Tb. 2 8 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round ... oe 2 6 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle ees ss 2 113 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP | in. ~~ wae <5 2 104 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x 20 SW - 4 3} 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 13 in. O/D x owG aaa se 5 6} 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. gin. Zin. lin. Tin. Thin. 2ip, 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron : ... 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. .-- 109/— 158/5 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/65 
do. with two unions for lead  89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 


Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- oe 
Heavy Croydon ball valves .. =77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 

iron — = aaa .. 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165). 


Ihin. I}in. 2in. 3in. 33in. 4in, 
Caps and screws ... see .. 33/= 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves es aah - 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 

“Wy x 6 lb. 14 x 61b. 2 x 7 Ib. 3x 7b. 
Lead P. trap with brass neat 


screws ... 72/- 90/- 144/- 246/- 
Lead S. trap do. see .. = —87/- 108 /- 177/- 318/- 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’ sé 1 cwt. lots 351/— 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 6 

Tinmen’s ... Ba ae 3 os G2ul= ‘+ Pe 41 

Blow pipe » 430/- * 43 


CopPpeR TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 31}d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
j 19 {4 4 i 
4 in. X gauge per Total per Ib. 454 rox per ft. 124 
jin. x19, —- ee 17 
fans x 18) .. 105 ee , 42% as 7 26} 
Idin. x 18 - on . ~ 4 o ‘ 313 
lkin. x 18 > .. 104 : , a 2 38° 
2 in. x 17 11Z si 433 ‘f 603 


Rolled Copper sheets ao to 48 in. wide, basic price 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton 313 15 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots ania percwt. 8 9 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) a 8 6 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 swo) - - oe 53 
Brass TUBES 
. Brass tubes basic pate, ™ aia and manufactur- 
ing extras... se «- per lb. 2 4 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ € 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards perton 155 C 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils cas ne Be 157 $ @ 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. et 158 15 0 
over 4 in. dia. ‘* es ee 160 15 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe | wes Ss ‘ 158 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ae eae per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ses eae ea ane om 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. — ee a 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £110 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton8 2 3 
do. White do. do. ee . 8 il 9 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. nes = y £3 
do. Fine do. do. 8 12 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ae rr see “ 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. me te ee 2 5 if 6 
do. (White) do. . oe evs “ 6 5 0 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. a ae ai es 570 
do. (White) do. a bs 5 14 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ~~ SEES 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ee ft 66 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads F ‘ ean in 2 10 6 
Mar |. . percwr. 417 0 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board } in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2 4 
1,200 yds. _... nS 2 a 
Do. leaning do. “Zin. thick 600 as ‘and over 
in one _— Delivered site ee 3 0 
1,200 os 2 Ik 
Gypsum _ Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one delivery. 
Delivered site ae aa 22) 
1,200 yds. ... fe 2 6k 
Do. Insulating do. “Zin. thick 600 ae ‘and over 
in one delivery. seins site ... Bs 3 3 
1,200 yds... oe sa Zs a 3 4 





THE BUIL 


PAINT / 


Delivered 
Ceiling Di 
Washable 
Gloss Pair 
Snowcem | 


Ground V 
Genuine V 
Genuine f 
Genuine L 
Size XD q 
Raw Lins« 
Boiled Lir 


Turpentin: 
do. 


Solignum, 
Creosote ( 
Paste Pow 
White Lin 


VARNIS 


Delivered 
Oak Varn! 
Oak Pale | 
Hard Dry’ 
Crystal Pa 
Eggshell F 
Finest Car 
Front Doc 
Japan Gol 
Black Jap: 
Brunswick 
Berlin Bla 
Terebene 

Knotting ( 
French an 


GLASS 


Delivered 
18 oz.Shee 
24.02. », 
260z. ,, 


} in. Rolle 
% in. and 





Town. 


Aberavon . 
Aberdare . 
Abergavenr 
Abingdon 
Accrington 
Addlestone 
Afan Valle; 
Aldeburgh 
Aldershot I 
Alfreton U 
Alnwick L 
Altrincham 
Amble .. 
Ambleside 
Amersham 
Ammanfor: 
Andover . 
Anglesey, | 
Ardingly 
Arundel .. 
Ascot ... 
Ashbourne 
Ashbourne 
Ashby-de-I: 
Ashby Wo: 
Ashford (k 
Ashford (N 
Ashington 
Ashtead 
Ashton-unc 
Aspatria an 
Atherstone 
Attleborou; 
Axminster 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER | Per ft. anne 
, s. d. 
elivered London area £ os. d. 
ne Distemper i . ” a vee per cwt. i 7 6 $ in. — Rolled and Cathedral, Standard ee ‘ai 
Washable Distemper oe wee er * 5.5 0 do. Standard Tints < 1 3° 
Gloss Paint iin tme ee sss per gal. ‘ 7 0 do. Special Tints ... ne oe bx ‘a KM 3 4 
ne Snowcem cement pai Sod ideas ra Pind per cwl. oe | } in. is -~peamiaael Reeded, Reedlyte and ve 
ound White Lead, I cwt. kegs. percwt. 9 14 0 ss vis oi 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in gal. tins per gal. 3 9 6 ; a bet —. dc si ny a ai A -_? 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg * percwt. 712 0 eorgian Wire pyre ‘aa an oe sak 1 5% 
917/6 Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg see ‘ 3 0 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
389/6 Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ae «.. per tin 9 0 P.B.2. 53 x 5} x 3 in. re poe ve Pre 2 11 
93/6 Raw Linseed rey gal. ) drums extra a «per gal. iy 3 aaa axa x 3$ in. Ps pe 4 5 
= Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) ” eee eee ada = 17 9 eae. x 73 X 3$ in. aa ses an 45 
SUNDRIES Radiused Corner Blocks to match ” a 
165). Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... te pe 6 64 P.B.2 ees oat sa * eee 5 6 
+.) do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ens 5 104 P.B.3. mens 7 0 
a3 Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ae ss 8 4 P.B.32 eee eee eee 7 0 
| 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) : ~ ma aes a 2 0 — 
7 Ib. ee tender wi - packets) - i ~ woth 5 0 4 - Polished Plate mn G.G. Quality Per ft. super 
% : n plates not exceeding ft. sup. ” oan a 3 10 
"e White Lining Paper ... i mas eee +e. per piece m 25 Sft. sup 4 9 
* a OM Ss 45ft. sup. Sey 
s. d. VARNISHES, etc. et »  100ft. sup. 6 0 
; : Delivered London area + in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates extecding 100 fe. 
43 Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside wea ene -. per gal. 118 0 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
: Oak Pale Copal do. = oe ae ae id 118 0O —Not exceeding 135 ft. -_ or 250 in. one aint or 135 in. 
Hard Drying —_ for Inside ae sa ae a 2 1 0 — it 190 0. di a : 
rystal Paper Varnis 0. ae cae aaa va 40 exceeding sup. ‘or ditto 
gauge Sshell Plat Vatnislt dO. sc. ce cee amg 260 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 17 2 
wt. Finest Carriage Varnish ae i ee bie 2 9 § 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. ‘ 
Front Door Varnish ... a0 fs ie ie o * + 6 Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
¢ sup - — Size ae aa aaa con fee re : os : Quantity Tariff—Sheet on Sundry Glass. 
j Black Japan... eee eee ase eee eee ” The following prices apply to minimum q 
4 uantities of one size and one 
4 ee i _ 2 ne = ” : " 7 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
31; a a i $i 6 ea. Minimum Per ft. sup. 
} Terebene oe : 
38 Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... ae es es ee 2 9 0 oe ee quantity s. d. 
603 French and Brush Polish (do.) mee as aaa ze 200 . Q. oo wee vee oo wee 3 
4 TOE i xs eas aad aaa nea ... 2,000 
26 oz. ,, ‘ ai eas ae ia ... 2,000 8F 
IS 0 GLASS 320z. - ; - 2,000 
<a ee — dea me <a 114 
per ft.super |; 4in. Rolled Plate wae ... 1,000 8; 
9 Delivered London area : ; ; s. d. | ¢$ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
0 18 oz.Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality.Cut Sizes 6} | Patterns, White... 1,000 84 
: ; 2402. 5, ” ” ” ” ” 4 | tin. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, * Reeded, Luminating 
2602. ,, ” ” ” ” » 1) | and Spotlyte.. 1,000 11} 
32 02. pe ri 9% a 1 2 | ¥ in. and } in. Rolled Plate or ¢ Rough Cast --- 2,000 1 0 
} in. Rolled Plate mae wae ena 103 + in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. os 20ee i 2 
- % in. and ¢ in. Rough Cast . oa aa me } 2 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast . a 2,000 1 23 
yndoa 
5. d. 
E60 
5 0 
5 0 . 
72 The Builder 
29 CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 
40 
6 0 
AS FROM OCTOBER 1, 1956. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
MUMRVON .. sexsscccenciessseeeces A Grade Classificati A Al A2 Bridgnorth MB Al 
liad alate jrade Classification. : VETS seeeeeeeeenee 
ran one Craftsmen... ue 4/3$ 4/34/28 Bridgwater Al 
> 4 Abingdon See ae Labourers ... aes “ce 3/9 3/84 3/8 Brierfield ........ oe 
ee crington ..... o« 
L 9 Addlestone Brighton® Ho fe. ~<a 
4 3 Afan Valley . Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Bristol District —- 
2 3 Aldeburgh ... Aylesbury .. Bedlington ay ne ene Broadstairs .......... ~A2 
4 6 Aldershot Dist Aylsham ..... Bedlingtonshire UD A Blackwell RD Bromsgrove UD ..... ee 
7a Alfreton UD NNO cvauccvcuecudsencaiasess A Blandford .......... ~ Broughton, Flint ..... aeaeY 
5 0 Alnwick UD Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD Buckfastleigh ....... a 
Altrincham . DAGON ac asasensssncsacbess Al BRON IEP succwcevautadecceuate A Blidworth _........ Buckingham .... - Al 
7 0 Amble ....... Bakewell UD Al eae A | Blyth Bo... Buckley ...... ail 
4 6 Ambleside . Banbury... ey Berkhamsted nes GEE es icscccesaa aes SS eae Al 
Amersham eee Al Berrington _...... Al Bognor Regis a Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Al 
6 6 Ammanford Barnard Castle U uA Berwick Borough A Boldon UD Burnham-on-Sea ............ Al 
0 6 Andover . oa Barnoldswick UD ey * Beverley MB A Bolsover UD | age Rae A 
19 a Isle of sated pa : A nai MB.. . — pa ee Burton-on-Trent C.B.......... A 
ingly arnstaple ....... Al exhill-on-Sea oston MB ... a 
a ) Arundel . Barrow-in-Furness ..... er” Bideford Al eR A Bury St. Edmunds . 
, Ascot .. Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggieswade Al a on Sawnen A NE Cote cristo nian Secs 
9 a Ashbourne RD (part Thrussimgton) ...... Al Billericay A Brackley M Al TRIE didcictininiocaaanscdeaebaslcus 
Ashbourne UD ............ TROBE | oi casts ccavctncacccsactcece A Billing ..... A Bracknell .... ---A2 
3 0 Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham A |. le ae A 
2 I Ashby Woulds UD ... by-on-the-Wolds Al) A Bilsthorpe_.. A Bradford-on-Avon ....... a CORIO wicctsanrccincors Al 
Ashford (Kent) .... ne Al Bilston MB .. A | Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of ear 
pe —_ Bat ee A Leo 2 — bo a UD as —— ae. Vis dst omaewoaduad 
atess atley ; irkenhead ...... recon—Borough of......... ‘amberle astrict .........Al 
ai = Baxterley ..... Al Birmingham CB ... A Breconshire, County of ... Al Cunbeiaen — tae vA 
2 6 salton- -under-Lyne Beaconsfield D A Bishop Auckland U A Brent Knoll .Al Cannock UD ... oe 
, atria and Brayton Bearl_... A Bishop's Stortford . A Brentwood Canterbury ...... “* 
3 Attleborough eveesahee — - a — Castle MB 1 bes — — ES 
) ale ispham ........ A ridlington diganshire,County of i 
32 Axminster Bedford A | Blackburo A | Bridlington RD > wai of EAL 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. 


ORO TID cei cesscveasencseses A 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of Al 
IIIEUE, casnecemnsevennveveccees 
Castleford UD 
Caterham 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . 
Chard 









Ce ees Re | 
Charmy Down ........  . 
Chatham District ............ A 
eee Al 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD odes 
Chelmsford .......... re 
Cheltenham ... ee 
Chepstow <o 
Chertsey coe. 
oe eS A 
Chester-le-Street UD . oe 
Chesterfield MB ....... ma 
Chesterfield RD .. ae 
Chichester ............ ..A2 
Chipping Norton... Al 
Chipping Sodbury ......... Al 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
SRRMEEED seh vaconcecncesscnesssasy Al 

Chorley....... ; 

Cirencester 

OES 

Clay Cross UD..... 

Cleethorpes MB .. 











>>2ey 


> ° 
















Clevedon .......... 
Cleveleys .... . 
Clitheroe ... ok 
Coalville UD ..... A 
Cobham (Surrey) A 
RCNETE oc accnancaies A 
ee er 
Colwyn Bay Al 
Congleton ..... <a 
Consett UD . ae 
Conway ..... Al 
CEO TID oscccsscess sak 
Cornwall, County of......tAl 
Corsham District aay 
Coventry CB ..... wee 
Cranbrook ..... ..A2 
RORROMIID a .sacisswnvnccccss<sus A2 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site ... A 
RNVEOD -ciscbucakncoraiaassssikes Al 
Crewe ..... cai 
Crewkerne ae | 
oC en orsen Al 
Crook and _ Willington 

. ee ae 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield.......... ‘ 
CWRIBTAN ....0crccccccccccscerses 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington CB ..... em 
Dartmouth - .Al 
ae A 
Daventry MB sees 
ears ee 
Denbigh Town ae, | 
SS ee A 
rr . Al 
Devon, County of .. mF 
SS 2 & | Sener A 
Didcot ee | 
MRS: cpvassancsss Al 
Doncaster CB . ae 
Dorchester .Al 
DRONE ccccencscerese al 
Dorset, County of .. eons 
SN cncasieosanersusa's .A2 
SITIES on cescssoscescsobecs A 
Driffield UD ......... Al 


Drigg & Carleton . 
Droitwich MB...... 
Dudley CB .... 
Dunstable E 
eS 


REND a ccsicciicssvnovceces A 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val....... A 
East Grinstead District ...A2 
East Kesteven RD...........- Al 
East Retford MB.............-- A 
Eastwood (Notts) UD...... A 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A 
Edenbridge ............. Je 

AY ciscosenses' 
Epping .......-.. 
Evesham MB.. 
OS eee 
Exmouth 





Fakenham 
Falmouth .... 
Fareham 

Faversham 





For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 5d.; Labourers, 3s. 104d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 












Town. Grade. 
PRURRIONO: 5 ccs seceseccosecviebe Al 
Filey UD. .....; A 
Fleetwood wos 
Flint MB .... A 
Folkestone .. .A2 
Frinton ey | 
Frome Al 
Gainsborough UD ............ A 
Gateshead CB ........ sone 
Gillingham (Dorset) Al 
Gillingham (Kent)...... ae 
Glastonbury & Street ...... Al 
Glossop — 
Gloucester 





A 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of {Al 
i =U A2 


Godalming 
Goole, MB 

































KGOSDO  sesccisss 

Grantham MB ... en 
SIUC oie snscccsctenssscens A 
Grays Thurrock UD Area...A 
Great Yarmouth ............... A 
Grimsby CB...... ee 
Grimsby RD (par Al 
Guildford District ............ A2 
Halesowen MB ............... A 
Halifax CB ...... me 
Halstead .... . Al 
Haresfield .. Pe | 
Harlow ..... aA 
Harpenden ae 


Harrogate MB... 


Hartlepool B ... nse 
Harwell ........ .A2 
NEMPINECES 52 ,cn, se; cosssanoveren A 
Haslemere . ae 


Hastings ......... 

Hatfield (Herts) . 
ee 
Haywards Heath . 
Heanor U 
Hemel Hempstead .. 


Henley-on-Thames | 
DUNE verdectcvsecsvasned Al 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tAl 
Herne Bay ... seve 
Hertford ooh 
Hexham RD . er 
Hexham UD . oe 
Heysham ....... a 
Heywood .......... Re 
Higham Ferrers MB Pr 
High Wycombe ......  . 
Hinckley UD .... vn 
Hitchin ........ a 
Hoddesdon Re 
Holywell ..... on 
REOTIOY, ca censecs oan 
Horncastle UD .. oie 
Horsham ........ coed 
ot ee aA 
Huddersfield CB . om 
| eae oi 
Hunstanton . Al 
Huntington (Staffs) ............ A 
TUPROOMIDE oii ccscscesensens Al 
SORE PUNT os ibcccesnasarnvecess A 
Ilkley UD..... ~ 


en eee 
Isle of Sheppey .. 
Isle of Thanet..... ee 
St eg een A2 


MBTEO WAS. \uSocsssxestercecessses A 


Reeighley: BER. .cicesscsssensene A 
Oe ROS Fe 
Kenilworth UD...... A 
Kettering MB ......... A 
KCyYOSHAM — ...026<00005 A 
Kidderminster MB wisallt 
Kingskerswell ..... pee 
a 

Al 

A 

A 







King’s Lynn ..... 
Kingsteignton 
MIND o onessenvavase 
Knaresborough UD 
Knutsford 







TNE. 5c ndeucnssteasenekseen A 
Leamington MB. A 
Leatherhead . A 
Leeds CB ....... A 
Leek UD ....:.. A 

A 


Leicester CB .... 


Leighton Buzzard 
ee 

Leominster . 

TOLIIN 4 cesvwnnieyenncesand A 





Town Grade. 


ID insnasccanssecnionvecceiven 
Lichfield MB . 

Lincoln CP. .... 
Liskeard 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool ....... 
Llandudno ...... ate A 
Llanelly (incl. Llanelly RD) 
Lianfairfechan  ...........000 






















Llangollen ........ ee | 
London ..... west 
BAM TOUT oo usioncsssecsssssnss A 
MBOUD cs casvwsnceaseceuse rs ay. | 
Loughborough MB ......... A 
eS eee ee, | 
Lowestoft ee 
Loxton .....- er | 
Ludlow MB ... ar... 
Ludlow RD ool 
are ven 
Lyme -Regis ........ mee | 
Lyneham (Devon) .. saul 
eer A 
Macclesfield — .....csvsescsereee A 
Maidenhead ni 
Maidstone .... ee 
Maldon (Essex) .. Al 
Maltby UD .. ia 


Malton UD .. 
Malvern UD . 
Manchester .. ‘ 
Manningtree ...... Poe | 
Mansfield MB 
March ae 
DINU ickicsechnnsiicehnenuns A2 
Market Harborough RD...A1 
Market Harborough UD ...A 

1 





Market Rasen UD............ A 
MERTOICE,. ...0000ce0c000 wos 
Maryport ........ aA 
Matlock UD A 
Melksham ............-5+. oil 
Melton Mowbray UD ...... 
Merionethshire .......... ‘ 
i ee aoe 


Mexborough UD . 
Middlesbrough CB . 
Middleton 
Middlewich 
Mildenhall 
Milford Haven UD sae 
Minehead a 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 
Monmouthshire............... Al 
Morecambe _....... A 
Moreton Valence 




















IOMIBY. 6.5 vocnsnssenves uA 

Morpeth B ..... 

Morpeth RD .. ca 

DEEMIEY oc. csicccsesencessess Al 

I  xncnsensverecasvaccnn A 

Neath & Valley . aA 

uA 

A 

Al 

Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 

Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ......... 
Newmarket ........... a 


Newport, Mon. ... 
Newport Pagnell 

Newquay ......... 
Newton Abbot ... 
Normanton UD ............ 
Northallerton Distric’ 

Northallerton UD ...... 
Northampton CB 
North Shields ....... 
North Walsham 
PNGEERWICR  cceccscses 
Norton Radstock ... 
a ee 
Nottingham CB . 
Nuneaton 


CORTE - cs nsesveivenven 
Oakham UD a 
Okehampton 
Oldham 
Oe eee 
Ormskirk 
Ossett & Horbury . 
COBWOSTY  ocrcsecses 
Oundle UD ... 

Gxriore aovcs 
Oxted 


Padstow 
Paignton .... a 
aoc poxcadesasciscouwaveatres 








THE BUILDER 


Town. Grade. 


Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) Al 
Penmaenmawr ... 
Penrith UD .... 
Penzance Al 
Peterborough, Soke of (East- 
ern Regional portion) ...Al 
Petersfield .... oi 
Pickering 
Plymouth _....... 
Pontefract MB .... 
Pontypool & District ... 
Pontypridd District 
Porthcawl 
Portishead ... 
Portland Bill . 
Portsmouth ..... 
Port Talbot 
Preston 
Princetown . 
Pudsey MB ..... 
Pulborough 




























ee 
> 
-_ 


Radnorshire, County of 
PREIRSAOD 5 cucconVencacvertes 
Raunds UD ... , 
Rayleigh ...... 
Reading i 
Redcar B ...... 
Redditch UD ..... 
Redhill & Reigate . 
Rhondda Valley .... 
Richmond B (Yorks) 
RIPOG WED ccscsvcssese 
Rochdale .... 
Rochester ....... 
Ross-on-Wye. 
Rossendale Valley . 
Rotherham CB ..... 


D2z>SPod>Ps>o>5>o>552 


Royston _....... 

Rugby MB ... a 
Rugeley UD .... pe | 
PRR OE sapcscccovcccsssss A 
Saffron Walden _............ Al 
SE. PDR ass cccnns. er 
St. Austell .. eS | 
St. Helens veal 
St. Neots aa 


Salisbury City 
Salisbury Plain . 
Sandy 
Sawbridgeworth .. 
Saxmundham _... 
Scarborough MB.. 
Scunthorpe MB ....... 


Seaford & Newhaven......A2 
SO TEP ecitsavccdcccese a 
Sevenoaks Bee 
Shaftesbury en 
Sheerness ..... hee 
Sheffield MB .. isc 
Shepton Mallet . Al 
Sherborne ..... Al 
Shipley _...... ee 
Shoeburyness ode 
Shoreham .......... oo 
Shrewsbury MB .. aie 
Sirhowy Valleys .. sco 
Sittingbourne .... .-A2 
Skegness UD .. svete 
PE BID ociincccccasvesicovens A 
re Al 


Slough, Windsor & Eton 

District 
Smethwick CB . 
Snettisham ..... 
Solhall UD ....:..0s050 . 
Somerset, County of...... tAl 
Southampton and 

PAID case sestenctnasicaooe A 
Southend-on-Sea Dist. 
SGUIMDONL ..0nsc0s00cesc0es 
South Shields CB 
Southwold _.. 
Spalding UD .. 
Stafford MB... 
ee 
Stamford MB .. 
Stantonwick ........ 
Stevenage .... 
Stockport ...... 
Stockton RD .......05 
Stockton-on-Tees B.... 
Stoke-on-Trent CB . 
Stoke Orchard ...... 
Stourbridge MB .. 
Stourport UD .. 
Stowmarket .........0000¢ " 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... 
Stroud (RD Area) 
Sunderland CB .. 
Sunningdale ......... 
















PSPS P5255 555>2>>22E5b> 


Labourers, 3s. 10d. +Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factorie: 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 5d. per hour. 
craft processes, 3s. 1d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 166. 
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Town. Grade 
Sutton Coldfield MB ..,,, A 
Swadlincote UD ......0"" 
Swaffham .......... 
Swanage District . 
Swansea ........ ome 
Swindon District 
Swinton UD ..... 





Tamworth MB 
Taunton _....... 
Tavistock ..... 
Tenterden .... 
Teignmouth 

Tewkesbury ..... 
Thames Haven 
‘Phettord:......... 
Thirsk RD ... 






.. North of to Billericay, 
Ce: 
Todmorden MB ... 









Tonbridge ..... Al 
Torquay Al 
Totnes... © | 
: ee WAY 
Trowbridge ww Al 

“i eee ere wo Al 
Tunbridge Wells . Al 
Tynemouth CB oA 
EE WBUMIOND i a0i6 5045 0dseuncaasees A 


Uppingham (Salop) . 
Uttoxeter RD .... 
Uttoxeter UD... .........c0Al 


Wakefield CB oo... A 
Wakefield RD . 
Walsall CB... 
Wallsend B .... 
Walden ......... 
Walton-on-Naze . 
EE taxkavces<taeins 
Warminster 
Warrington ..... 
Warwick MB ... 
Wednesbury MB... 
Wellingborough UD 
Wellington UD ......... 
Wellington (Somerset) 
Wells (Norfolk) 
Wells (Somerset) .. 
WHOHIIEE occ csceces 
Welwyn Gar. City ... 
West Bromwich CB 
Westbury ........... 
Westcliff-on-S 
Westerham ........... 
West Hartlepool CB 
Westmorland (except 
Kendal) 
Weston-super- Mare 
Weybridge  ...........:mee 
Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding Port- 
land Stoneyards) ........ Al 
Whitby UD ..... 1 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven A 
Whitley & Monkseaton UD A 
Whitstable and District ...A2 
Dou ee A 
Widnes ..... 
Wigan ..... 
Wigton 
Wilmslow ....... , 
Wilts. County of. 
Wimborne ........ 
Wincanton 
Winchester ..... 
Windermere 
Wisbech ........ 
Witham ..... fea? 
Withernsea UD. wwAl 
WOKING .........cccorrsscosereohl 
Wokingham oer 
Wolverhampton CB ; 
Wolverton District ..... 
Woodbridge sane 














































Woodhall Spa UD 
Woodstock aid 
Worcester CB 
Workington 

Worksop MB 
Worthing ...........5 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn) 
Wroughton _........ 

WEIGEL, sisenvecsnss 
Wymondham 









ree 
Yeovil Borough .. 
York CB .... 
Ystalyfera..........::+0 
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PLANT & MATERIALS 





Thin Wali Tiles 

ICHARDS TILES, LTD., of Tunstall, 

Stoke-on-Trent, announce _ general 
release and early delivery of wall tiles in 
& in. thickness, only little more than half 
the thickness of the usual 4 in. tile. These 
thin tiles are made in the modern slightly 
rounded ‘ cushion ’ edge and in Richards full 
pastel colour range. They are slightly 
cheaper than the 4 in. tile and offer a weight 
saving of approximately 27} per cent. Fit- 
tings of the rounded edge variety are also 
available. 


Oil-fired Boiler 

A new oil-fired boiler with the well-known 
name, ‘Rayburn’ is being manufactured by 
Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., 28, Brook-street, 
London, W1. Designed for heating a 30- 





‘Rayburn’ oil-fired boiler 


gallon tank plus up to 100 sq. ft. of radiat- 
ing surface, this boiler has a natural draught 
Vaporising burner thermostatically con- 
trolled. Size: height, 32 in.; width, 184 in.; 
depth, 20 in. 


Mobile ¢ ‘ompressor 


Air power sufficient to operate a large 
Pheumatic tool from a compressor weighing 
only 576 Ib. is the outstanding claim of the 
new model 60P100, just added to the range 
of Hydrovane mobile compressors manu- 
factured by the Hymatic Engineering Co., 
Lid, of Redditch, Worcestershire. With a 
displacement of 60 cfm and working pres- 
‘ure of 100 psi the 60P100 Hydrovane will 
Work concrete breakers, impact wrenches, 
Weting hammers or any similar pneumatic 
Wools, yet the complete unit can be wheeled 
across a site by one man, manoeuvred over 


the roughest ground by two or, if necessary, 
carried bodily by four. The 60P100 can 
easily be transported in any light van, no 
towing attachment being necessary. 


Plywood Developments 


New products with wide application in 
the building, joinery and shopfitting indus- 
tries were introduced by Thames Plywood 
Manufacturers, Ltd., of Harts Lane, Bark- 
ing, Essex, at the National Boat Show at 
Olympia. They included Thames Plydek, 
shaped seating and pressed plywood stair 
risers. 


Dry Lagging 

Lagging to pipes looses its efficiency 
when wet; one way of maintaining lagging 
in a dry and efficient condition is to water- 
proof it with Aquaseal, first repairing all 
large cracks and holes with Aquaseal Plas- 
tic No. 850A, supplied by Berry Wiggins & 
Co., Ltd., Field House, Breams Buildings, 
Fetter Lane, London, EC4. 


Ratchet Lijting Jack 


Rotary Hoes, Ltd., West Horndon, Essex, 
announce the introduction of a new ten-ton 
all-steel ratchet lifting jack as a companion 
model to their five-ton model. Full pro- 
duction started recently and back orders 
have now been met. Both jacks will in 
future be marketed under the trade name 
‘ Equilift.. The ten-ton jack is factory 
tested to 124 tons. Its overall height when 
closed is 16 in., and when raised 25} in. 
Equal lift is obtainable from both head and 
foot: the height of the foot when closed is 

$ in., and when raised 11 in. The five-ton 
‘Equilift’ jack is factory tested to 6} tons 
and has an overall height of 16 in. when 
closed. Its range of lift is 94 in., giving it 
an overall height of 25 in. when raised. The 
height of the foot when closed is 14 in., and 
when raised 11 in. 


Crane Development 


Two new features have recently been in- 
troduced by Steels Engineering Products, 


TRACKED LOADER.— 
The fully tracked Bray- 
loader 25 is a_ shovel 
designed for the heavier 
work and adverse con- 
ditions. Capacity 3,000 /b., 
it has a 1 cu. yd. bucket 
and a_ wide range of 
easily fitted attachments. 
Hydraulically operated. 
Max. discharge height, 
9 ft; power unit, Ford 
Diesel 42 bhp; weight, 
7 ton 4 cwt 
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Ltd., of Crown Works, Sunderland, which 
are likely to prove of great value to users 
of large capacity mobile cranes. These are 
self-erecting jibs and removable tail ballast 
weights. The latter has been produced in 
order to comply with road regulations in the 
UK and countries abroad with regard to 
maximum permissible axle loads. The 
self-erecting jibs may be of angular or tube 
construction with hinged pin joints. 


TRADE NEWS 
Building Board List 


HE price list of building boards from the 

Wallboard Centre, C. F. Anderson and 
Son., Ltd., London, N1, is divided into seven 
groups, i.e., fibre building boards, asbestos 
boards, plasterboards and woodwool slabs 
and straw slabs, laminated plastic boards, 
decorative and decorated boards, veneered 
boards, and wallboard accessories and 
ancillary materials. All prices in this list 
include delivery in the London area. 


New Main London Depot 


Opening the new main London depot of 
Simplex Electric Company at Alperton, 
Middlesex, Sir John Buchanan, CBE, 
FRAeS, chairman of the London and SE 
Regional Board for Industry, congratulated 
the company on their bold decision to 
remove their main London depot from the 
centre of London. This move was an 
example which, if followed by other manu- 
facturers, would be of value in improving 
traffic conditions in the metropolis. 


Asbestos Cement Prices 


The Universal Asbestos Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd., of Watford, announces that 
the prices of its asbestos cement products 
will be increased by from 74 to 8 per cent. 
as from February 18 next. Export prices 
will not be affected. 

No increase in the prices of the com- 
pany’s products has been made since 
December, 1955—a longer period of stabili- 
sation than in many other industries. Dur- 
ing that time, UAM has absorbed higher 
costs of labour, raw materials and transport. 
Although a price increase must now be 
made, efforts to keep down costs will be 
continued, by improved methods including 
the introduction of the most up-to-date 


plant. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Employment Figures, November 
PIGURES given in the monthly bulletin of 

the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service show that there was the usual 
seasonal decline of employment in the build- 
ing and construction industry. At the end of 
November there were 1,507,000 employed 
in the building industry compared with the 
revised figure of 1,518,000 at the end of 
October, a decrease of 11,000. The figure 
is, however, higher than for the same period 
last year, which was 1,489,000. 


Painters’ Federation Ceremony 

A presidential board in Spanish maho- 
gany, with the official emblem of the organi- 
sation picked out in enamel heading the list 
of all who had served as president since the 
Federation’s founding in 1941, was unveiled 
on January 8 in the board-room of the 
Federation of Painting Contractors at St. 
Stephen’s House, Westminster, SW1. The 
presidential board was the gift of Mr. 
George F. Simpson, chairman of the coun- 
cil, and the unveiling ceremony was con- 
ducted by Mr. Samuel Clipson, the Federa- 
tion’s founder. 
Cemian Motor Club Events 

The annual dinner and dance and presen- 
tation of awards of the Cemian Motor Club 
will be held at the Hotel Rembrandt, South 
Kensington, SW7, on February 1, when the 
guest of honour will be the club’s patron, 
the Principal of the College of Estate 
Management, Dr. R. Jardine Brown, MA, 
LLB. On February 19 the AGM will be 
held at the Lotus Restaurant, Norris-st., 
Haymarket, at 7.30 p.m. On February 17 
a Treasure Hunt will take place in the centre 
of London, the nature of which will be 
such as to encourage the members to use 
public transport. The Coronation Rally, 
scheduled for March 23/24, has been post- 
poned until October 12/13. 


The Late Alfred Gold 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Alfred Gold, Sales Director of Aygee, Ltd., 
for 30 years. His passing will not only be a 
loss to the company but to the glass industry 
generally. He was chairman of the London 
Employers Federation, vice-chairman of the 
London Joint Industrial Council, vice-chair- 
man of the National Association of 
Glaziers Employers, and hon. treasurer of 
the National Federation of Constructional 
Glass. In past years he was closely associ- 
ated with the Metal Window and Patent 
Glazing Association. His especial interest 
was in the training of apprentices. 


The Late William Ernest Jewell 


Holland & Hannen and Cubitts Ltd. state 
that they have lost a much respected and 
valued member of their staff by the recent 
death of Mr. W. E. Jewell after over 57 
years’ service. Joining the company as a 
boy of 14 in their joinery department he 
thereafter mastered the main crafts of the 
building industry and became general fore- 


man. Eventually, Mr. Jewell became out- 
side manager for the general works 
department. 


Housing in Lichfield Area 
Lea Hall Colliery, now being constructed 
on the Armitage-road, Rugeley, and the pro- 


jected Lea Hall Power Station of the Cen- 
tral Electricity Authority, will mean an in- 
flux of 3,300 more workers into Rugeley 
and Armitage, it was reported to the Lich- 
field RDC recently. The Central Electricity 
Authority has told the council that a maxi- 
mum of 150 dwellings were required during 
the period 1959-1961 for its personnel, 
some of whom might be prepared to pur- 
chase, and the National Coal Board has 
stated that 1,500 dwellings would be 
required in the Lichfield rural and Rugeley 
urban districts during the eight years com- 
mencing in 1957. 


Mastic Asphalt Booklet 


The second in the series of three booklets 
on the application of mastic asphalt, entitled 
‘Damp-proof Coursing and Tanking to 
Basements’ has just been issued by the 
Natural Asphalte Mine-owners and Manu- 
facturers Council, from 94-98 Petty France, 
SWI. This booklet is illustrated with dia- 
grams showing the principles of asphalt 


application for this type of work. Copies 
free from the Council. 
Lectures for Foremen 

THE Newcastle-on-Tyne and_ District 
Region, NFBTE, has arranged a_ three- 


month course of lectures for foremen in the 
industry with a view to ensuring that plant, 
materials and labour are used to the best 
possible advantage. The decision to arrange 
the course of lectures was taken to try to 
cut down rising costs. 








T. i. 
POLYTHENE 
E 
eis 
7 


T.I. Polythene ° 
Tube, being tough, flex- “gp 


ible, highly resistant to corrosion 
and immune to frost damage is the 
ideal material for cold water plumb- 
ing in the house or industrial plant. 
Light in weight, it is simple to 
handle and may be used in long 


lengths. It is easily worked (a train- 
ed plumber can become proficient 
in its use in a matter of hours). 
T. I. Polythene installations need 
fewer joints, are virtually indes- 
tructible, and are completely quiet. 
Water hammer noise is eliminated. 
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STOCK BRICK 
MANUFACTURERS 


President’s Annual Review 


“Over the past 12 months we have py. 
sued a policy of price restraint despite 
further rises in costs, and clearly we mug 
do so in 1957,’ said MR. GEORGE Mitte 
president of the Stock Brick Manufacturers 
Association, at the Association’s annual 
luncheon in London on January 7, 

‘Unhappily, Mr. Miller continued, ‘there 
are already indications that pressure may 
be brought to bear upon us to increas 
wages further, but I sincerely hope that 
wiser counsels may prevail. Our work. 
people must not be unmindful of the fact 
that if our hands are forced there is serjoy; 
danger that increased prices will bring about 
a contraction of that market and their liye. 
lihoods will inevitably suffer. 

‘During this year we have again been 
facing our planning problem. We haye 
been most frustrated by the official attitude 
which has hampered our efforts and ip. 
creased our production costs, but there does 
now appear to be a clearer realisation of the 
value of our product, of which architects 
continue to speak in glowing terms, and of 
the fact that the charges brought against 
us, as regards damage t) agricultural land, 
unsatisfactory restoration, etc., have been 
formulated on totally inadequate evidence 
and cannot be sustained. We are now 
embarking upon a 10-year experimental 
testing period and, costly as this will be, we 
know from many years of experience that 
we shall be able to produce irrefutable 
evidence to support our case. 

‘Consideration has been given to the pro- 
posals that the United Kingdom should 
participate in the proposed European Fre 
Trade Area. The policy of HM Govern: 
ment with regard to this will doubtless be 
clarified in due course; in the meantime 
attention has been called to the serious con- 
sequences that could arise from the import, 
and possible dumping, of cheap poor quality 
Continental bricks in SE England. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


British Titan Products Co., Ltd., announce 
that Dr. G. I, HiGson relinquished his appoint- 
ments as a director and chairman of the con- 
pany as from December 31, 1956. Mr. G. H. 
Beesy, who has been a director of British Titan 
Products since 1948, has been appointed chait- 
man. Mr. Beeby was formerly chairman of tie 
Salt Division, ICI. 


Mr. T. Poo.ey, sales director of Expandite 
Ltd., manufacturers of jointing materials, seal 
ing compounds and machinery, will be leaving 
this country on February 4 for South Africa 
to attend to matters connected with the sub- 
sidiary company, Expandite (South Afric) 
(Pty.), Ltd., which was established some thre 
years ago. 


The UAM Group, which includes the Un. 
versal Asbestos Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and 
Union Fibre Pipes (Great Britain), Ltd., ar 
nounces that, following the appointment of Mk 
W. G. Davies to another post within the grovp, 
Mr. H. J. BLOWER is appointed sales managtt 
(government departments) with effect from 
February 1, next. Mr. Blower will operate from 
the London office at 8, Upper Grosvenor-sttet 
WI (tel.: Grosvenor 5411). 


Other consequent appointments within the 
UAM sales force, also dating from February I 
are as follows: Essex and East London: 
R. J. Sutton, based on the London 0 e 
Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire: 
Supparps, based on 153a, Corpora 
Birmingham (tel.: Central 5949). 
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(WWERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents 





PERSIA.—The advisory committee of 
three consultants (British, American and 
French) has met to examine the plans pre- 
pared by the American consultants in 
charge of the Harza Dam project. The 
committee recommends a high arc dam of 
reinforced concrete, and their recommenda- 
tins have been approved by the Govern- 
ment. The dam will be curved as origin- 
ally recommended by the French, but the 
height will be that subsequently recom- 
mended by the Americans. The project, to 
cost $51m., will take 34 years to carry out. 
_,. The Tehran Water Board has been in- 
structed to prepare a project for a dam on 
the river Lar near Tehran and to report 
back to the Council of Ministers. It is 
expected to take ten years to complete and 
to cost £15,000,000. The project will in- 
clude a 72,000 kw. generating plant. The 
Board are in the first place seeking foreign 
firms who will provide long-term credit. 
SPAIN.—The building of a project. for 
the production of wood pulp has been 
officially approved. The factory, which will 
cost several million pounds, will be at 
Lourizan, near Pontevedra. The site will 
be some 61,000 square metres. . . . A Vigo 
fim is investigating the possibilities of set- 
ting up a large cement plant near Boveda, 


about 18 kilometres from Orense. It will 
cost about £1,000,000. Sociedad 
Espanola de Cementos have _ received 


authority to install cement works estimated 
to cost £24m. in Castro Urdiales, Santandar. 
..+ The President of the Barcelona Port 
Authority has referred to improvements 
under study which include the rebuilding 
of the passenger landing station, the build- 
ing of houses for port employees, and the 
erection of several new sheds. . . . Seville 
Harbour Works Board have obtained a pre- 
liminary loan of £500,000 toward a number 
of port improvements. Apart from the 
various works for the strengthening of flood 
defences there is a move towards a scheme 
for the construction of a careening dock. 
.+. The National Institute for Industry has 
applied for permission to install a further 
thermo-electric power station in the district 
of Cubillos del Sil at a cost of £44m. 








Prefabricated Buildings, Caribbean 


Mr. George E. Dyter, managing director 
of Taylor Woodrow (Building Exports) Ltd., 
marketing agents for the Arcon group of 
manufacturers of prefabricated buildings, is 
due at Port of Spain, Trinidad, today 
(anuary 18), at the outset of a tour through- 
out the Caribbean and the Bahamas, which 
winds up at Bermuda on March 28-31. 

Arcon buildings giving a total coverage 
of If million sq. ft., have been sent to the 
Caribbean countries in the past few years. 


Steel Formwork for Turkey 


Acrow (Engineers), Ltd. have secured a 
contract to the value of £131,000 for the 
upply of steel formwork for a NATO pro- 
ket for pumping stations, tank farms and 
Port ferminal installations in Turkey. The 
Ma is being carried out as a joint venture 
) Costain-John Brown, Ltd., of London, 
id Williams Bros. of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


*Ceylon.—The Government Stores Depart- 
ment is building up a Catalogue library, and 
to this end would like to receive from UK 
manufacturers catalogues and descriptive litera- 
ture of the following items: Road Building 
Equipment; Scientific Instruments; Building 
Equipment, and Industrial Machinery. Cata- 
logues to Mr. L. A. Wijesinghe, Superinten- 
dent of Stores, Government Stores Department, 
Ministry of Finance, Colombo, Ceylon. Ref. 
ESB/31053/S56/ICA. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, 
ext. 360.) 

*India.—The General Manager, Philai Steel 
Project, Durg. M.P., invites tenders for the 
supply of: platform lifts; compressors, blocks, 
winches and jacks; trailers trolleys, pole lifts 
and mortar mixers; pneumatic tools, grinders, 
vibrators, pipe cutters drills, crowbars and 
sledgehammers. Details from BoT, ref. ESB/ 
614/57. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738.) 

*USA.—The Spee-Flo Co. are interested in 
compressors of the following specifications: 
Horse-power, 1 to 15; cu. ft. p.m., 4 to 60: 
Ib. per sq. in., 100 to 180. Suppliers interested 
in this inquiry should write by air mail to Mr. 
G. S. Levey, President, Spee-Flo Co., 720, 
Polk-avenue, Houston, Texas, with quotations 
in United States dollars. Quotations should 
show prices in US dollars both (1) fob and 
(2) cif prices Port of Houston. Initial cor- 
respondence to British Consultate-General, 
3103, Fannin-street, Houston 4, Texas, to 
enable the inquiry to be pursued. Ref. ESB/ 
31423/56. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 776.) 

AGENCIES WANTED 

*Canada.—Kawneer Co. (Canada), Ltd., 
Weatherstone Division, 39, Edgar-avenue, Wes- 
ton, Toronto 15, Ontario, wish to contact 
UK manufacturers of aluminium window hard- 
ware, such as casement openers, catches, etc. 

* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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Manufacturers interested should send catalogues 
and literature direct to Mr. J. Winton, Purchas- 
ing Agent for the Canadian firm, notifying the 
UK Trade Commissioner, 119, Adelaide-street 
West, Toronto. Ref. ESB/425/57.  (Tel.: 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776.) 


*India.—Messrs. Heatly and Gresham, Ltd., 
31, Chittaranjan-avenue, Calcutta, are inter- 
ested in obtaining UK agencies for scrapers, 
sheepsfoot rollers, bulldozers and mobile 
cranes. Manufacturers interested write direct 
to Messrs. Heatly and Gresham, Ltd., at the 
same time notifying the UK Trade Commis- 
sioner, P.O. Box 9077, 1, Harington-street, Cal- 
cutta 16. Ref. ESB/18596/56. (Tel.: Chan- 
cery 4411, ext. 776.) 


BANK BUILDING 
REPORTS 


The following information is contained 
in the January ‘ Overseas Review’ issued 
by Barclay’s Bank DCO: 

Israel: The Mekoroth Water Co., Ltd., 
development budget for next year has been 
reduced by the Government by about 20 per 
cent; the reason stated is that in 1957 
priority will be given to the settlement of 
immigrants and the relevant housing pro- 
grammes. About I£4.5 million will be used 
to continue work on the Jordan-Negev 
plan; and amongst other projects is the 
erection of a factory to produce large pre- 
stressed concrete pipes. 

Northern Rhodesia: Contracts worth 
£711,049 have been awarded to the firm of 
Neyrpic of Grenoble, France, for flood 
gates, intake and draught tube gates, 
screens, etc., for the Kariba Gorge hydro- 
electric scheme, in Southern Rhodesia. 
Altogether 15 tenders from France, Switzer- 
land, Austria, Germany and Britain were re- 
ceived by the Federal Power Board. The 
tender next to the accepted was Swiss. ... 
Building plans passed by Ndola Munici- 
pal Council during November totalled 
£292,797 of which nearly £178,000 repre- 
sented housing. The total value of plans 
passed during 1956 to the end of Novem- 
ber was £3,838,723. 

Southern Rhodesia: The Government 
has opened discussions with an international 
company for the establishment near Salis- 
bury of a £3,000,000 nitrogenous fertiliser 
factory which will make use of by-products 
from the Riscom steel works. ... F. W. 
Woolworth & Co., Ltd., have bought a 
9,000 sq. ft. business site in First-street, 
Salisbury, for £155,000. . . . In Bulawayo, 
building plans worth £177,494 were passed 
during November, a decrease of £22,829 on 
October. A new industrial area of 800 to 
1,000 acres is proposed to the south-west of 
the city. ... Building plans approved by 
the City of Salisbury from January 1 to 
November 30, 1956, reached a record total 
of £10,850,000 compared with £6,450,000 
for the whole of the previous year. Included 
in the figures were multi-storey blocks of 
offices (£3,495,000), flats (£2,755,000) and 
houses (£2,405,000). It was estimated that 
plans for about 4,000 dwelling units had 
been approved during the period. 

Union of South Africa: Plans for new 
buildings in the nine principal urban areas 
of the Union were valued at £54m. during 
the first ten months of 1956 or not far short 
of 20 per cent. less than in the correspond- 
ing period of the previous year. The decline 
was restricted entirely to the residential 
sector and mainly reflected a contraction in 
the flat-building programme. 
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BUILDING CONTRACTS IN 
SCOTLAND 
Firm Prices for Materials 


NEw building contracts should continue 
to be on a firm price basis for 
materials. This is recommended in a cir- 
cular issued by the Department of Health 
for Scotland on January 10, to all local 
authorities and Regional Hospital Boards. 

The circular refers to recent representa- 
tions made to the Secretary of State by the 
Scottish National Building Trades’ Federa- 
tion (Employers), the Scottish Federation of 
Plumbers’ and Domestic Engineers’ (Em- 
ployers) Associations and individual local 
authorities about the effect of the increased 
price of petrol and oil on building con- 
tracts. ‘The Secretary of State has con- 
sidered these representations, but, so far as 
new contracts are concerned, sees no ground 
for departing from the recommendation in 
DHS circular No. 59/1954 that the price 
variation clause for materials should 
ordinarily be omitted,’ states the circular. 

Existing Contracts 

Dealing with existing contracts the cir- 
cular says that it is, of course, for each local 
authority to consider what they will do 
if a contractor claims for additional 
expenditure— The settlement of any ques- 
tion arising from the terms of a contract is 
essentially a matter for the parties to the 
contract. 

“It may, however, help the local authority 
to know that the Secretary of State has had 
the matter under consideration in relation 
to contracts to which he is a party and which 
were entered into before account could be 
taken of the increase in the price of petrol 
and oil on December 5, 1956. In the case 
of such contracts the Secretary of State will 
be prepared to consider making an ex 
gratia payment to the contractor, but only 
if it can be proved that, owing to increases 
in costs in consequence of present economic 
circumstances, a contractor has made an 
overall loss on the contract (as distinct from 
a loss of profit) and has suffered undue 
hardship as a result.’ 


Effects of Petrol Rationing 

PETROL rationing will cause major un- 
employment in the building and con- 
tracting industries in Scotland soon unless 
some improvement is effected on the existing 
allocations. Building trade organisations in 
Scotland have had the situation under con- 
tinuous survey and are convinced that 
serious danger lies ahead on the present 
basis; from 90 to 95 per cent. of all 
materials used on site are road borne. 

In the vast majority of projects rail 
delivery is impracticable and even where a 
railway does exist the uncertainty of 
delivery would defeat its use. Transport of 
men as well as materials is by road and 
virtually all the major companies have 
organised their private road _ transport 
services to take labour to the sites. Repre- 


sentations are being made urgently to the 
authorities on this subject to prevent a 
collapse of activity. 


Housing at Cupar 


CupaR DEAN OF GUILD CourT have 
granted a warrant to the Town Council for 
the erection of 64 houses. The development, 
which is to be carried out on a site near the 
centre of the town, will comprise 47 three- 
apartment houses and 17 four-apartment 
houses. There will be five three-storey 
blocks each containing six flatted houses and 
one three-storey block containing two flatted 
houses and office premises. Thirty-two of 
the houses will be cottage type. 


Architect's Retirement 
Mr. WILLIAM R. Watt, County Architect 
of Lanarkshire, is retiring in April owing to 
ill-health. A native of Aberdeen, Mr. Watt 
has held the post since 1942. 


Tenders for Housing 
A CIRCULAR was received by Fife housing 
committee from Paisley Town Council 
in which it stated that because of 


the difficulties in getting tenders the town. 


council would like to hold a meeting of 
representatives from county councils, cities 
and large burghs in Scotland to try to 
reach a common policy on the subject. 

As the Fife housing committee had pre- 
viously been discussing the question of 
tendering and the difficulties they were en- 
countering it was agreed that if a conference 
was called they would be represented. 

The committee had been informed that a 
number of contractors were refusing to sub- 
mit tenders on a ‘firm price basis’ because 
of the present economic conditions. 
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ee, 
SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of wa 
authorised by the Scottish Nationa) 
Joint Council as from April 16, 1956 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands’ of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. ‘ 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 34d.; Labourers 36, 9g, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For 

Year. Craftsman'’s rate. aon 
s. 

Ist Me ay a eee 47 4 

2nd 334 62 11} 

3rd 50 94 

4th 663 125 1 

Sth 75 141 7} 


For female Jabour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft penis (at end of s. d, 
probationary period) o9 ne ee 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 3 5} 











a 


NEW BUILDINGS 

Caithness-shire.—Plans prepared for 
houses at Murchison-st. A: J. Austen Bent 
(A), 15, Palmerston-pl., West End, Edinburgh, 

Carluke.—Plans prepared for alterations a 
the Crown Hotel, Stewart-st., Carluke. 4; 
James Frew (A), Craigielea, Chapelton, Lan. 
arkshire. 

Chapelton.—Plans approved for new develop. 
ment of the Bents-rd. scheme. A; Samul 
MacColl (F), County-bldgs., Beckford-st, 
Hamilton West. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared for scheme of 
maisonettes, shops, garages and flats a 
Saughton Mains Gardens. A: Alexander 
Steele (A), City-chmbrs., Edinburgh, 1. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared for new Parish 
Church at Magdaline-dr., for Church of Scot- 
land, 121, George-st. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has appointed Quan- 
tity Surveyors for extensions at following 
schools: Strathbungo public and Springbank, 
Colin Young & Smith, FRICS, 102, Bath-st.; 
Maryhill and Quarrybrae protestant, N. Ram 
say, Son & Little, F/FRICS, 227, West George: 
st.; St. Joseph boys’, Maclaren, Carson & Rae, 
F/FRICS, and school pavilions, etc., Scots 
toun public, Macpherson & Stark, FRICS, 9, 
Douglas-st.; Nethercraigs protestant, John A. 
Wilkie & Co., FRICS, 95, Renfield-st.; & 
Augustine, catholic, James Macauley & Son, 
FRICS, 37, St. Vincent-st. All of Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has appointed Joh 
Keppie & Henderson and J. L. Gleave (PP/A), 
21, Woodside-pl., C3, architects for scheme of 
680 ‘houses at Unit No. 10 of Provanhil 
housing site. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for additions a 
157 to 161, Trongate, for Philip Woolfson & 
Co., Ltd., Warehousemen. A: Boswell 
Mitchell & Johnston (F/F), 256, West Georg: 
Bt.5 2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for two schemes 
for the Archdiocese of Glasgow; new Catholic 
church at Kelvinside-gdns., and_ resiting 0 
building at 2, Kelvinside-gdns. A: Gillespit, 
Kidd & Coia (F/A), 20, Park Circus, C3. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for additions a 
Bothwell-st. for ICI. ICI engineers, Beresford 
Hotel-bldgs., Sauchiehall-st., C3. 

Kirkcaldy.—Plans prepared for 150_ thie: 
and four-apartment houses at Site 1 of Muttor- 
hill housing scheme. Burgh E: Row 
Meldrum, Town House. ’ 

Inverness.—The Dean of Guild Court lis 
granted warrant to erect a new warehous é 
Glenalbyn Distillery, owned by MacKinlay atl 
Birnie. Cost is estimated to be £18,900. _ 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 52 hous 
at Rutherglen’s Hillend site. A: J. Aust 
Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. _ 

Lanarkshire—Plans approved for ber 
buildings, workshops, storage buildings # 
staff accommodation at Crownhill-rd., Bi 
briggs, for John K. Bell, 7, Stobhill Cotta 
Glasgow. 

Roxburghshire.—Plans in hand for 24 — 
at Wester Langlee site, Galashiels. Ai 
Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., West Eni, 
Edinburgh. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see Previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
we advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
adagger (T) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
bom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JANUARY 21. 

*7Great Yarmouth CB.—69 houses, Magdalen 
College estate. BE, 8a, Queen-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by February 7. 

JANUARY 22. 

*4Birmingham City C.—Seven shops with 
eight dwellings over, Holifast Grange estate, 
Erdington. City A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
atl 19. ‘ : 

Wakefield City ©C.—Erection Cathedral 
Church of England secondary school. City E. 
JANUARY 25. 

*+Bedford BC.—95 houses, Putnoe estate (2 
contracts). BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. each. 

Blackburn CB.—Temporary hutted build- 
ing, Ada-st. for girls’ high school. BE. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
*Hants CC.—Additions, Woolton Hill C of E 
controlled school. County A, Winchester. 
JANUARY 26. 
*Coventry Corporation.—2nd 
Central College of Art and Technology. 


instalment 
City 


A. 

*+Essex CC.—Ercction Broxhill secondary 
school, Romford. County A, Chelmsford. 

*Oundle & Thrapston RDC.—Preparation 
housing site, Easton-on-the-Hill. H.G. Kenyon 
(L), Council Offices, Thrapston. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 28. 

Colne BC.—20 old people’s bungalows, with 
ancillary works, at Lob Common estate. Boro’ 
§ Dep. £2 2s, 

**Denbighshire EC.—Junior school, Queen’s 
Park, Wrexham; conversion, grammar school, 
Llangollen and new science block, boys’ gram- 
mar school, Wrexham. County A, Wrexham. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Halifax CB.—Three 
Willowfield estate. BE. 


JANUARY 29. 
Psa EC.—Painting and repairs of schools. 


JANUARY 30. 

_*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Exten- 
sions, Regional Blood Transfusion centre, 
Bridle-path, York-rd., Seacroft. A to Board, 
Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by February 25. 

*Norfolk EC.—Secondary 
Long Stratton. Chief 
Norwich. 

‘Stevenage Development Corpn.—List of 
building contractors for 1957 for work of value 
£50,000 or over. Chief A, Aston House. 


JANUARY 31. 

‘Ealing BC.—Convenience, Hanger Hill Park. 
BE. Dep. £2. 

*tLeicestershire CC. — Secondary 
school, Bottesford. 
d., Leicester. 





pairs of police houses, 
Dep. £2. 


/ modern = school, 
Education Officer, 


modern 
County A, 123, London- 


. FEBRUARY I. 
Malden & Coomb BC.—Eight flats, 68, New- 


house-close. BE&S. 
tWest Riding CC.—Kitchen, grammar 
school, Hipperholme. Deputy County A, West- 
field-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
February 25. i 
; FEBRUARY 2. 
{Brierley Hill UDC.—184 dwellings on three 
sits. J. R Moore (A), Civic-bldgs. Dep. 


. FEBRUARY 4. 
Malvern UDC.—5 bungalows, Rothwell-rd. 
SkWaterE. Dep. £2 2s, 
Pa. Riding CC.—Adaptation work at 
tcliffe Hall, Burnley-rd., Todmorden, to 
ne an aged persons’ hostel. Deputy Cty. 
» Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 


FEBRUARY 5. 


*Luton BC.—First phase William Austin 
county primary infants school. Boro’ A. Dep. 
&Z ds 


peat FEBRUARY 6. 

_ *Brentford & Chiswick BC.—Sanitary blocks, 
Ealing-rd. primary school, Brentford. BS. Dep. 
£2.28 


Bristol CC.—Construction of transport and 
cleansing, Southern depot, Bedminster. City 
E. Dep: £2 2s. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Alterations lavatory 
accommodation, Open Air School, Prittlewell 
Chase. Boro’ A., 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Lavatory accom- 
modation, Westborough junior schools 
Macdonald-av. Boro’ A., 30, Alexandra-st. 


Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 7. 
Leicester City C.—Grammar school for 680 
girls at New Parks estate. City A. Dep. £3. 
*Reigate BC.—33 houses, Rushetts Farm 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 8. 
*Doncaster CB.—New police building, Guild- 
hall. Boro’ A, 15, South-parade. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Walthamstow BC.—Conversion Ps gt ancl 
mill-la., E17, into four flats. Boro’ A. E&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 11. 

*Portsmouth City C.—20 flats and “maison- 
ettes, Cosham; 90 houses, Leigh Park and 
additions, Milton modern school for girls. City 
A, 1, Western-parade. Dep. £1 each. 


FEBRUARY 12. 
*Brentford & Chiswick BC.—9 garages Horn- 
beam-cres., Isleworth. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 13. 
*Luton BC.—Final sections of Stopsley 
county secondary school. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 14. 

*Guildford BC.—54 pairs of houses and one 
block of eight flats at Park Barn. BE&S, 
Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 15. 

*Sunderland CB.—Secondary modern mixed 
school, Farringdon. Boro’ A, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 











Jreatment with 
Penetrex 9¢ 


High Silicone Content 


“Water Repellent 
effectually SEALS 
WALLS against Damp 


PENETREX “53” is fully effective on 
Stone, Brick, Stucco, Concrete, or As- 
bestos Cement. Either brushed or 
sprayed on, it is highly economical, 
giving coverage of up to 270 square 
feet to the gallon depending upon 
the porosity of the surface. Available 
in sizes from Pint Tins to 5 Gallon 
Drums. Ask your Merchant for it or 
write to F. A. WINTERBURN LTD., 
HOLBORN ST., Leeds, 6. Telephone : 
Leeds 25692. 
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FEBRUARY 16. 

*Bradford City C.—17 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings and recreation centre, Thorpe Edge estate. 
City E&S. Dep: £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 26. 
*Ilford BC.—Science room, Gearies School, 


Gaysham-av. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 1. 
*Hants CC.—Infants school, Purlbrook. 
County A, Winchester. 
MARCH 12. 
*Hants CC.—Junior and infants schools, 


Yateley & Barton Stacey. County A, Winchester. 
NO DATE. 

*N. E. Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—New out-patients dept., North Middle- 
sex Hospital, Silver-st., N18. Sec., lla, Port- 
land-pl., W1. 

Okehampton BC.—46 terrace-type traditional 
houses, with site works and services at Wona- 
cotts Meadows, Okehampton. George Brown 
& Ptnrs., Ccl’s A, Brunel-hse., College-green, 
Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


JANUARY 23. 

*+Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Centrali- 
sation of heating, etc., E.M.S. Ward, Middle- 
ton-in-Wharfedale, near Ilkley. Arch. to Board, 
Park Parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by Feb. 18. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Re- 
organisation of heating and hot water services 
Ward 4, Castle Hill Sanatorium, Cottingham, 
E. Yorks. Arch. to Board, Park Parade, Harro- 
gate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Feb. 18. 

*+Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Heating 
work, Menston Hospital. Arch. to Board, Park 


Parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
Feb. 18. 
*+Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Cen- 


tralising boiler plant, Princess Royal Maternity 
to Board, Park 


Home, Huddersfield. Arch. 
Parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
Feb. 18. 


JANUARY 25. 
*+Cheltenham BC.—External painting 1,233 
dwellings. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 26. _ } ; 
*Durham CC.—Paints and painters’ equip- 
ment. G. R. Clayton, City A, Durham. 
JANUARY 27. 
*Stockport Corpn.—Painters’ 


Boro’ A. 
JANUARY 28. ; 
Bradford CC.—Road materials. City E&S. 
East Ham CBC.—Road materials. TC. 
*Stepney BC.—External redecoration 616 
council properties. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 29. | ; 
Keighley BC.—Road and building materials. 


Boro’ E&S. 
JANUARY 30. 
Worthing BC.—Road materials. Boro’ E. 
JANUARY 31. 
Biddulph UDC.—Road materials. 
Leigh BC.—Road materials. Boro’ E&S. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme BC.—Road materials. 
Boro’ S. 
St. Marylebone BC.—Road materials. TC 
(R.47). 


ladders, etc. 


FEBRUARY Il. 


Friern Barnet UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 
FEBRUARY 2. 
Crompton UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 


Isle of Ely CC.—Road materials. County S. 
FEBRUARY 4. Oy 
Stoke-on-Trent Corpn.—Road and building 
materials. City S. 
FEBRUARY 5. 
Failsworth UDC.—Road materials. 
FEBRUARY 6. : 
Bacup BC.—Building and road materials. 
Boro’ E. 
Southwark MBC.—Road materials. TC. 
FEBRUARY 7. 
Enfield BC.—Road materials. 
FEBRUARY 8. | 
Shoreditch MBC.—Road materials. E&S. 
Staffordshire ©C.—Road and _ building 
materials. County S. 
FEBRUARY 11. 
Cowes UDC.—Road materials. S. 
FEBRUARY 14. 
Kidsgrove UDC.—Road materials. 


E&S. 


Boro’ E. 


E&sS. 
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FEBRUARY 15. 
Stamford BC.—Road materials. 
FEBRUARY 16. 
Alfreton UDC.—Road materials. S. 
ae Tydfil CB.—Building materials, etc. 


FEBRUARY 18. 
Se ee UDC.—Road materials. 


FEBRUARY 22. 
*Morecambe and Heysham BC.—Building 
materials, etc. BE. 


Boro’ E&S. 


MUNICIPAL AND 


CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


JANUARY 28. 

_tStowmarket UDC.—Sewerage and sewage 
disposal works. W. Herbert Bateman & Ptnrs., 
constg. engrs., Halifax-hse., Bank Plain, Nor- 
wich. Dep. £10 10s. 

_ York City C.—4,100 super yd. double and 
single r.c. carriageway, 900 lin. yd. spun- 
concrete and stone glazed ware foul and SW 
sewers, concrete kerb, etc., at The Nurseries, 
Hamilton-dr. City E&S. Dep. £2. 


JANUARY 30. 

Rotherham RDC.—Making-up of Greenhill- 
ave., Parkstone-cres. and Kevin-gr., Hellaby. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 31. 

7Dorset CC.—Reconstruction of half-a-mile 
of Dorchester-Yeovil road, A.37, at Melbury 
nr. Melbury Osmond. County S. Dep. 


West Ham CBC.—7,500 sq. yd. roads and 
footways, drainage, etc., at North-la, and 
Hermit-rd. No. 1 clearance areas. Boro’ E. 
Dep. £2 


FEBRUARY 4. 
Leyton BC.—Reconstruction and 
sewers—annual contract. Boro’ E&S 


FEBRUARY 6. 

Hertfordshire CC.—Improvement at junction 
of Valley-rd. on London-Edinburgh trunk road, 
Al. County S. 

FEBRUARY l11. 
_ East Dereham UDC.—7,700 yd. 6 in. to 15 
in. spun-concrete and glazed stoneware pipes, 
etc., Toftwood sewerage. W. Herbert Bateman 
& Ptnrs., constg. engrs., Halifax-hse., Bank 
Plain, Norwich. Dep. £5 Ss. 

East Devon Water Board.—24,620 yd. of 
4 in. and 7,680 yd. of 3 in. dia. spun-iron water 
main, 20,000 gal. r.c. reservoir, brick booster 
house, etc., Honiton district. Rofe & Rafferty, 
engrs., 3, Victoria-st., SWI. ep. £2 2s. 

Wells CC.—Reconstruction and enlargement 
of sewage disposal works (dry weather flow, 
600,000 gals. day). W. Herbert Bateman & 
Ptnrs., constg engrs., Chesterfield-hse., Bath- 
easton, Bath. Dep. £5 Ss. 


FEBRUARY 14. 
Clitheroe RDC.—700 yd. of 6 in. sewer and 
reconstruction of Whalley sewage disposal 
works. A. Brooksbank, MInstCE, constg. engr., 


repair of 


48, Sunbridge-rd., Bradford, 1. Dep. £5 Ss. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
*Cuckfield RDC.—Site preparation work, 


Ardingly housing site No. 3. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Cuckfield RDC.—Site preparation Hurst- 
pierpoint housing site No. 3. Contract No. 123. 
A. Hutchings, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Finchley. — ScHool EXTENSIONS. — The 
Minister of Education has agreed to the erec- 
tion of a kitchen and dining hall-classrooms 
estimated to cost £18,168, at Finchley, Tudor 
primary school during the year 1956-57. The 
Area Architect is E. L. Gunston (A), County 
Architect’s Dept., 1, Queen Anne’s Gate-bldgs., 
SWl. 


Contract No. 122. 


Hampstead.—PatnT FACTORY.—It is proposed 
to convert the original ‘ Standard ’ motor repair 
works at 98, Boundary-rd., NW8, into a paint 
factory and storage and distribution warehouse 
for Goodlass Wall & Co., Ltd., Liverpool. The 
architects are Ronald Ward & Ptnrs., 29, 
Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., SW1. 

Merton & Morden.—REDEVELOPMENT.—The 
Minister of H&LG has confirmed a compulsory 
purchase order issued by the Council for the 
first stage of the High Path redevelopment 
scheme. This is ultimately expected to provide 





‘THE BUILDER’ PRICES 
Chain Link Fencing 


Owing to an increase in the price of 
zinc and consequent increase in the price 
of galvanised mild steel wire, the current 
chain link fencing premiums are advanced 
by 14 points with effect from January 15. 











homes for more than 650 people. It will take 
the form of three and seven-storey blocks of 
shops and maisonettes, together with a number 
of garages. 

Waltham Holy Cross.—ScHOOL.—Essex 
County Education Com. has approved sketch 
plans and estimate of £108,785 in respect of 
the first instalment (340 places) of Waltham 
Abbey King Harold county secondary school. 

Walthamstow. — ScHooL. — Essex County 
Education Com. has approved sketch plans and 
estimate of £60,346 for the completion of the 
North Walthamstow county technical school to 
provide a total of 891 places. 

Woolwich.—FLATs, BUNGALOWS, GARAGES AND 
LAUNDRIES.—The MBC has approved plans for 
eight blocks of four-storey flats, eight old 
person’s bungalows, two communal laundries 
and 16 garages at Middle Park-ave., Eltham. 
Most of the flats will be single-bedroom or bed- 
sitting room types. The total cost is estimated 
at £335,068. The Boro’ E&S is W. H. Gimson, 
OBE, MiInstCE. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Chelmsford.—Essex CC propose new five-bay 
fire station and divisional headquarters at 
Rainsford-la., £55,150 est. County A. 

Durham.—City C approved plans for new 
men’s residential college for Durham Univer- 
sity, £325,000 est. A: Thomas Worthington 
& Sons (F/F), 178, Oxford-rd., Manchester. 

Essex.—EC approved sketch plans and 
estimate of expenditure for submission to 
M of E as follows:—Basildon, The Fairhouse 
county prim., 570 places, £96,558; three 
additional classrooms at Billericay county sec., 
£10,000; Cranham Engayne county infants, 250 
places, £42,350; Hutton’ Brookfield county 
jun., 320 places, £54,208; Thorpe-le-Soken 
county sec., instalment (340) of new school for 
510, £98,574; South Benfleet county prim., 
assembly hall and adaptations, £10,000. 

Halesowen.—TC approved plans for office 
block at Cakemore-rd. for BTH, Ltd., Rugby. 

Jarrow, Co. Durham.—TC is being recom- 
mended to erect 400 houses in Queens-rd. area, 
including 136 bed-sitting-room flats, 36 one- 
bedroom houses, 12 two-bedroom flats, 141 
other two-bedroom dwellings, and 75 with 
three bedrooms. It is expected that land ear- 
marked for cemetery extensions will be used 
for housing. Boro’ E: H. W. T. Perkins, Town 
Hall, Jarrow. Council has own direct labour 


organisation. 


POLYTHENE 
FLEXIBLE TUBING 


COLD WATER SERVICES 
AND IN FLUSH, OVERFLOW AND 
WARNING PIPE APPLICATIONS 


(B,S.S. 1972 : 1953) 
FOR 


GENERAL PURPOSES 


INCLUDING CHEMICAL AND FOOD 
INDUSTRY USES (B.S.S. 1972 : 1983) 


167, VICTORIA ST., 
LONDON, S.W.1 

VIC. 
LTD. 1414-5-6 & 1823 


Grams: DOHMS, LOND@N 
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Lancs.—CC approved erection of ond 
phase of Widnes Oakfield county sch., £59 3 
est., and phase 1 of Crosby St. William’ o 
York RC sch., £45,430 est. 

Lowton, nr. Warrington.—RC Authoritie 
propose new Church of St. Catherine’s, j 

Lytham St, Anne’s.—BC approved in pri. 
ciple erection of 36 bed-sitting room { 
and 28 one-bedroom type ‘ dwellings and 
aged persons’ hostel. 

Nuneaton.—National Coal Board, East Mjq. 
lands Division, proposes new central area 
workshops, £250,000 est. Plans by Divisiogaj 
A: H. S. Barnett (L), 68, Lower Parliameny. 
st., Nottingham. 

Sheffield.—TC approved in principle cop. 
struction of new retail market with shops ang 
offices on site bounded by Exchange-st., Castle, 
gate and Waingate. To sell site at Greenhill 
Bradway estate to Congregational Association 
for new church. 

Stafford.—English Electric Co. PFOPOses 
large extensions to works, £1,000,000 est, 

Stretford.—By-law and TP approval to G. 4 
Gilkes & Co., Ltd., for detail plans of proposed 
offices and warehouse at Talbot-rd. (Boyer-st) 

Swindon.—TC appointed Frederick Gibber 
CBE (F), MTPI, 8, Percy-st., WI, as consulting 
architect for planning and design of centr 
redevelopment area and Park neighbourhood 
centre. 

Wallsend.—TC to apply for sanction t 
borrow £297,119 for three eight-storey blocks 
of flats at Willington Quay. 

Wallisend.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd, 
have submitted plans to TC for shop premise 
at junction of High-st. East and Station-rd. 
Firm has own architects’ and construction 
departments. 

West Hartlepool.—TC has agreed to Sout) 
Durham Steel Co., Ltd. taking over large site 
near Seaton Carew for works extensions and 
laying down of new rolling mills. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depar- 
ments. 


Auchinleck.—30 houses at Back Rodgerton 
A: J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl, 
Edinburgh. *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 37, 
Drumsheugh-gdns., Edinburgh. 

Bedford.—Nine shops with 10 maisonettes 
over, at Putnoe estate main shopping centr 
for TC: ¢Gambriel & Sugars, £43,998. 

Bilston.—Licensed premises at Salop-st. for 
Atkinsons Brewery Co., Ltd., Birmingham 


*Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., 1, Ivy House-l: 
Coseley, Staffs. 
Birmingham.—Works for CC. 45. dwellings 


and 33 shops at Curdale-rd., Bartley Green 
*Geo. Stubbings, Ltd., £178,676 (reduced ter 


der), *12 dwellings at Berkeley-rd, East, Ha 
Mills. Stubbs Bros. (Handsworth), Ltd, 
£19,729. 88 dwellings at ‘ Melville Cour’ 


Melville-rd., Edgbaston. *W. J. Simms, Sons & 
Cooke, Ltd., £325,652 (reduced tender). 

Chadderton.—96 houses and 24 bungalows a 
Broadway estate for UDC. *Hugh Owen & 
Son, Ltd., Stockport, Ches. ‘ 

Chingford.—24 houses, The Bramblings, ! 
BC. A: O. Mansfield Thomas & Associates 
QS: Andrew Roberts & Partners: *H. 
Smith, 65, Monkhams-la.. Woodford Gre 
Essex, £48,848. 

Consett.—New mod. sch. at Moorside, Cor 
sett, for Durham CC. A: Newrick & Blac 
bell (F/F), 58, John-st., Sunderland. QS: He 
& Stafford, Sunniside-chmbrs., West Sunniside 
Sunderland. *R. C. Williamson, Ltd., Stato 
Works, Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham, £151 

Crosby.—16 maisonettes at Gladstone-1 
Seaforth. Boro’ E&S: T. W.  Crookdite 
MICE, Town Hall, Waterloo, Liverpool, + 
*§. Byron, 2a, Piercefield-rd., Formby, £21.51 

Eastbourne.—Nine flats at Langley-rd. lor 
CBC. Boro’ S: R. Williams, 2, Saffrons:¢ 
*Building & Public Works Construction (, 
Lid., Headlands-gr., Swindon, Wilts, £1323 

Eston.—12 houses at Teesville East esi 





for UDC. S: N.C. Harrison. *Direct labou: 

Felling.—124 houses at Leam-la. estate © 
UDC. S: R. Morton. *Direct abou. 
£176,153. 


Fifeshire.—96 houses and cot tages at Bont: 
gate and Kirkgate housing sites, Cupar. © 
A. D. Haxton & Watson (F/A), 5, Scoonie-? 
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English Planetree Burr panels 
manufactured at our Crayford 
factory and English Planetree from 
our stocks of selected hardwoods 
were specified for this fine 
Boardroom. Tothill Press Ltd. 
number amongst their many 
technical publications the monthly 
journal ‘* Wood”. 


Architects: 

Yates, Cook & Darbyshire. 
Contractors: 

Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. 





William Mallinson 
and Sons I.td 


TIMBER and VENEER MERCHANTS 


130-150 HACKNEY ROAD LONDON .- E.2 


Telephone: Shoreditch 7654 (15 lines) Telegrams: “ 


Almoner,"’ London 


MANUFACTURERS OF PLYWOOD, ARMOURPLY, PANELS, COMPOSITE PARTITIONING AND INSULATING BOARDS 





FACTORY AT NORWICH for 
JOHN MACKINTOSH & SONS LTD. 


Consulting Engineers: F. S. Snow and Partners, London. 


“Clear-View’ 
Swing Doors 


Revolving Door 
and Sidelights 


by 
T. B. COLMAN AND SONS LTD. 


Hove 3, Sussex 





Londen Office: 


2, Devonshire 





Terrace, Marylebone High Street, London, W.1 











ABSOLUTELY SAFE!!! 
NO CARTRIDGES REQUIRED 
SIMPLY USE A 2-lb. HAMMER 








Tried and approved by Builders throughout 
the world, the OBO Fixing Tool offers the 





Now exclusively of 
NYLON 

for added strength 
and lightness. 








L 4 f oe TIME: 


simplest and most economical method of fixing 
Joinery, Batten, Wood Grounds, Skirting, 
Expanded Metal etc., on brickwork and 
certain types of concrete. 
%& MATERIAL OUTLAY: 
As little as 2d. per fixing. 


Easily 4 fixings per minute. 





ae To my 


A 2-lb. hammer drives these economical 
super-hardened OBO Nails through 
batten or metal into the wall. 





For details of how you can benefit from 
this great little tool write now for leaflet 
D.1. to the Sole Distributors: 





DHB/2848 


DOUGLAS KANE ASSOCIATES 


5_NEW QUEBEC STREET, LONDON, W.1 


Telephone: PADDINGTON 6364 
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ct. Leven. Building, etc., *Edwin Clark 
Dunes (Builders), Ltd., Sellerhold-rd., Leven; 
iymbing, etc., *George Mentiply & Co., Ltd., 
h Kirkgate, Cupar; joinery, etc., *Robert 
Wood & Son, Ltd., Northend Works, Thorn- 
jon; glazing, ¢lc., *Alexander Henderson, 
Kirkcaldy; roughcasting, rooftiling,  etc., 
speter Kelly & Son, Ltd., 35, Brunswick-rd., 


urgh ; ironmongery, etc., *Harvey, 
ig Campbell, Ltd., 16, Hanover-st., 
Edinburgh ; plaster, etc., *Howie & Rougvie, 
ld, 38, High-st., Leven; electricity works, 


ri jeff Brothers & Co., Ltd., 18, High-st., 
= painting, etc., *Neil Nicholson & Co., 
18, Whitehouse-ave., Kirkcaldy. 

Fifeshire—110 houses at Aberdour Develop- 
ment site, Dunfermline. A: J. Austen Bent 
(A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. Building, 
uc, *David Anderson & Co., Ltd., Crossford, 
Dunfermline; plumbing, etc., *Archibald D. 
Mitchell & Sons, Ltd., Tannage Brae Works, 
Kirriemuir; joinery, etc., *Anderson & Pert 
and Co., Ltd., Woodmill-st., Dunfermline ; 
gazing, etc., *Andrew Henderson, 46, Douglas- 
s, Dunfermline; plaster, etc., *King & Ren- 
wick, Ltd., 132, Main-st., Kelty, Fife; tiling, 
c., *Peter Kelly & Sons, Ltd., 35, Brunswick- 
pl. Morningside, Edinburgh; painting, etc., 
‘Neil Nicholson & Co., Ltd., 12, Whitehouse- 
ave., Kirkcaldy. 

Glasgow.—Scheme of houses at Fergus-dr. 
and Kelvinside-gdns. A: Norman Maofad- 
zean (F), 137, West Regent-st., Glasgow, WC2. 


John Lawrence & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 
Blythswood, Glasgow. ; 
Gloucester—Four shops with showrooms 


over on site of St. Michael’s Church, Eastgate- 
s¢. A: Bernard Gold & Ptnrs. (F), 1-11, Hay 
Hill, Berkeley-sq., WI. QS: Lionel Simmons 
& Ptnrs., 30b, Wimpole-st., Wl. Stone & Co. 
(Bristol), Ltd., £38,372. William Cowlin & 
Son, Ltd., £36,936. W. J. B. Halls, Ltd., 
£35,996. Ford & Weston, Ltd., £35,494. 
C, A. Hayes & Sons, Ltd., Stork-hse., Hotwells, 
Bristol, 8, £35,239. William T. Nicholls, Ltd., 


£34,489. 

Lancs—Erection of Middleton Langley 
county prim. sch. for CC. *E. Taylor & Co., 
Ltd, Ebor-rd. Sawmills, Littleborough. 

Leeds.—Alterations to dining accommoda- 
tion at Bootham Park Hospital for Regional 
Hospital Board. *W. Ballerby, Ltd., Hungate 
Sawmills, York, £10,026. 

Liverpool.— New boiler house and building 
works in connection with installation of fuel 
tanks at Sefton General Hospital for Regional 
Hospital Board. *W. A. Gale, Ltd., 151, Lin- 
acre-la., Liverpool, £19,950. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of con- 
tracts over £1,000 in value :— 

Surrey: Redecorations, P. J. Hartell (South- 
em), Ltd., 10, Cumberland-p!., Southampton, 
Hants. Durham: Reconstruction of railway 
track, Grant Lyon & Co., Ltd., 80a, Scotter- 
td, Scunthorpe, Lincs. Re.frewshire: Build- 
ing work, A. McLean & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
32, Renfield-st., Renfrew. Hants.: Fencing, 
Flextella Fencing & Engineering, Ltd., French- 
man’s-rd., Petersfield, Hants. Durham: Re- 
palrs to quay decking, H. Boot & Sons, Ltd., 
Banner Cross Hall, Sheffield 11. Lancs.: 
Asbestos-cement water main, S. B. Wilding & 


Sons, Ltd., 18, Lune-st., Preston, Lancs. Ren- 
frewshire: Resheeting huts, Stewart Roofing 
Co., Ltd., 60, Mauchline-st., Glasgow, CS. 


Dorset: Resurfacing roadways, W. & J. Glos- 
sop, Ltd., Exhibition Way, Pinhoe Trading 
Estate, Exeter, Devon. Hants.: Building work, 
Keith Andrew & Co., Ltd., 7, Warwick-st., 
Worthing, Sussex. Kent: Asphalte roofing, 
Pilkingtons’ Asphalte Co., Norway-pl., Com- 
mercial-rd., E14. Fife: Building work, J. R. & 
A. Adam, Ltd., 35, North-st., Lochgelly, Fife. 
Lancs.: Steelwork, British Insulated Callender’s 
Construction Co., Ltd., 30, Leicester-sq., WC2. 
ornwall: Construction of wall, T. E. Davey & 
Son, Wadebridge, Cornwall: internal painting, 
T.H. Kenyon & Sons. Topsham, Exeter: build- 
ig work, G. E. Wallis & Son, Ltd., 25, Bos- 
awen-st., Truro. Lancs.: Building work, R. 
Fielding & Son (Builders), Ltd., Stanhope-rd., 
Blackpool. 

{London (Air Ministry)—New works con- 
tracts to value £500 or over for week ended 
January {1 :—Building work: Honington, 
Suffolk, T. Gill & Son (Norwich), Ltd., Hall- 
~ Norwich; Eastbury Park, Middx, and 
parsholt, Firs, Berks, W. H. Streeter, Ltd., 
qor-rd.. Hampton, Middx; N. Luffenham, 
wand, E. Clarke & Sons, Snowhill, Melton 

owbray, Leics; Cottesmore, Rutland, Wilson 


Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolverhamp- 
ton, Staffs. Civil engineering: Chicksands, 
Beds, Drabble Construction, Ltd., Aylesbury- 
st., Bletchley, Bucks. Heating and ventilating: 
St. Margarets, Kent, The Heating and General 
Engineering Co. (Catford), Ltd., 77-79 Rushey 
Green, Catford, SE6. Building work: Cranwell, 
Lancs, F. A. Would, Ltd., Ladysmith-rd., 
Grimsby, Lincs. Artificers work: Hucknall & 
Watwall, Notts, N. J. Roberts (Bottesford), 
Ltd., High-st., Bottesford, Nottingham. “Heat- 
ing and ventilating: Pershore, Worcs, Rosser & 
Russell, Ltd., 30 Conduit-st., W1. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Southern Region:—Slades Green electrical 
repair shed, new boiler plant, Richard Crittall 

Co., Ltd., Wi.—Guildford goods office, 
heating installation, Mould & Blaydon, Ltd., 
Ewell, Surrey.—St. Leonards West Marina, 
construction of new diesel inspection shed, 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., Southall, 
Middx.—Nine Elms sheet and rope factory, 
installation of central heating boiler, Richard 
Crittall & Co., Ltd., Wl.—New Cross Gate 
depot, demolition of buildings and site clear- 
ance, The Demolition & Construction Co., 
Ltd... SW1.—Nine Elms “A” shed, instal- 
lation of heating and hot water services, Mould 


& Blaydon, Ltd., Ewell, Surrey.—Exeter 
Central station, repairs to stonework, 
Szerelmey, Ltd., SE16.—Gillingham, Kent, 


carriage cleaning sheds, insulation of water 
supplies, Newalls Insulation Co., Ltd., Croy- 
don, Surrey.—South Eastern area, soil 
surveys, Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hayes, 
Middx.—Bricklayers’ Arms “‘ L”’ shed, renova- 
tions, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., W12.— 
Kent Coast electrification, new substations and 
track paralleling huts, The Demolition & Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., SW1; platform extensions, 
Aubrey Watson, Ltd., SWI. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let by 
London Midland Region:— 

William Mason & Son, Ltd., 128-132, Baker- 
st.. WI, renovations and improvements, Over- 
seas Freight Office, Leadenhall-st—Samuel 
Butler & Co., Ltd., Albion Works, Stanning- 
ley, nr. Leeds, erection of steelwork low level 


awnings, Citadel Station, Carlisle—A. 
Knights, ‘ Woodthorpe,’ Rowton Grange-rd., 


Chapel-en-le-Frith, nr. Stockport, permanent- 
way maintenance work, Derby North district 
1957.— Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Gordon- 
hse.-rd., NWS5, and Caffin & Co., Ltd., 25, 
Craven-st., WC2, permanent-way maintenance 
work, Western and Midland divisions, London 
district, 1956-1957.—Butterley Co., Ltd., But- 
terley, nr. Derby, and John Gill Contracts. Ltd., 
123, Pall Mall, SW1, as sub-contractors for re- 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 














For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No.: Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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pairs to spans 26 and 27, bridge No. 288, Great 
Central line, over Nottingham Midland station. 
—A. E. Farr, Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, 
Wilts., reconstruction of superstructure, bridge 
No. 36, Grand Junction line.—William Huddle- 
ston & Sons, Ltd., Back Sefton-rd., Morecambe, 
Lancs., accommodation and stores for carriage 
cleaners at Euston-rd., Morecambe.—Mechan- 
ised Contractors (London), Ltd., 25-27, Central- 
chbrs., Ealing Broadway, WS5, formation re- 
newal and drainage, 129 m. 1,405 yd. to 130 m. 
178 yd., Braunston and Willoughby-Charwelton. 
—E. B. Jones & Rawlinson, Ltd., Leaf-sq., Sal- 
ford 6, wages staff canteen, Fairfield-st. goods 
depot, London-rd., Manchester.—L. Fairclough, 
Ltd., Chapel-st., Adlington, Lancs., formation 
renewal and drainage 31 m. 1,591 yd. to 32 m. 
231 yd., Whalley-Clitheroe. 

London CC.—Demolition of properties on 
south side of Strand, from Halifax-hse. to 
Northumberland-st., WC2, in connection with 
Strand improvement scheme. *R. Ashton & 
Sons, Ltd., 109, Stoke Newington-rd., N16. 

London (London Transport).—Construction 
of relay room at Kennington station. *Mitchell 
Bros., Sons & Co., Victoria-st., SW1, £11,428. 

§London (MOW).—Contracts placed for 
gma December 22, 1956, and January 

Northamptonshire: Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, Machinery Depot, West- 
wood Airfield, Peterborough, internal and ex- 
ternal painting, T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, 
Belgrave-rd., Leicester. Ayrshire: Post Office 
Telephone Exchange, Sandgate-st., Ayr, altera- 
tions and extensions, Wm. Paton & Sons, 19, 
Kyle-st., Ayr. Bedfordshire: College of Aero- 
nautics, Cranfield, extension to Lanchester Hall, 
R. & H. Wale, Ltd., Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. 
Caernarvonshire: | Ogwen-terrace, Bethesda, 
erection of sub-post office, E. Jones (Contrs.), 
Ltd., Bangor-rd., Penmaenmawr, Caernarvon. 
Durham: Post Office Engineers’ Garage and 
Workshop, Green-la., Felling, adaptations to 
bricklayers’ shop, R. W. Bell & Co. (Builders), 
Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne 2. Glamorganshire: 34-35, High-st., 
Hirwaun, alterations to form new branch post 
office, C. Jenkins & Son (Porth), Ltd., Porth, 
Rhondda, Glamorgan. Hampshire: 7-8, 
Criterion Arcade, Bournemouth, demolition 
and rebuilding, G. Carter & Sons, West-rd., 
Boscombe East, Bournemouth. Lanarkshire: 
Post Office, Leechlee/Chapel-st., Hamilton, 
adaptations, Wm. Wilson & Sons, Ltd., 103, 
Union-st., Larkhall. Lancashire: Rossall Coast- 
guard Station, Fleetwood, erection of Coast- 
guard dwellings and duty room, Fleetwood 
Construction Co., Ltd., 141, Poulton-rd., Fleet- 
wood, Lancs. Leicestershire: Western Park 
(Leicester) Telephone Exchange, erection of ex- 
tensions, G. Calverley & Sons (Contrs.), Ltd., 
Evington Valley-rd., Leicester. Oxfordshire: 
High-st., St. Thomas, Oxford, erection of post 
office garage and workshops, T. H. Kingerlee 
& Sons, Ltd., 35a, Queen-st., Oxford. Stafford- 
shire: Telephone Exchange, Lichfield, exten- 
sion, S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd., 82, 
Holyhead-rd., Wednesbury, Staffs. Warwick- 
shire: Harborne Automatic Telephone Ex- 
change, Birmingham, extension, S. J. Smith & 
Co. (Bidford), Ltd., 82, Holyhead-rd., Wednes- 
bury, Staffs. : 

€London (War Dept).—Berkshire: Air Com- 
pressors, Lacy Hulbert & Co., Ltd., Croydon. 
Cheshire: Water supply, William Moss & Sons, 
Ltd., Liverpool. Essex: Painting, George Jones 
& Son (Contrs.), Ltd., London. Hampshire: 
Building, H. G. Ross & Sons, Ltd., Southamp- 
ton. Kent: Building, Cox Bros., Maidstone. 
Middlesex: Building, Buckingham & Sons, Ltd., 


London. Norfolk: Painting, W. T. Pickering 
& Sons, Ltd., Watford. Perth: Painting, 
Thomas Bonnar & Son, Edinburgh. Somer- 


storage tank, Carter & White 
Ltd., Shepton Mallet. Wiltshire: 
lining. Maurice Hill, Ltd, 


set: Water 
(Builders), 
Cladding and 
Horndean. , 

Manchester.—Following for TC :—Additional 
accommodation for nursery and _ infants’ 
departments at St. Jude’s C of E school, 
Ancoats. *J. E. Stephenson & Co., Ltd., 
Manchester.—Alterations at Ducie sec. tech. 
sch. for boys and girls. *Moston Brick & 
Building Co., Ltd., Kenyon-la., Collyhurst, 
Manchester.—Alterations and extensions at St. 
Catherines C of E sch., Collyhurst. *Wm. 
Thorpe & Son, Ltd., Manchester.—136 dwell- 
ings at Langley estate, 78 at Abbey Hey, 
Gorton, and four shops, four maisonettes and 
three garages at Palmerston-st., New Cross, for 

*Direct labour. 
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Newton Aycliffe.—Jun. sch. for Durham 
County EC. County A: G. R. Clayton ), 



















UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £6.6.0 pa. 


Service to members includes 
free monthly issues of the 
FEDERATION JOURNAL 
London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial wien 
1 THE FEBERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 


| 26 GT. ORMOND STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.1 
I Tel. : CHAncery 7583 


I 
| Please send particulars of the advantages of 
| membership to: 


KINDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 
18/1/87 4 





ee 
nec: couse 

















THE BUILDER January 1g 1957 


South-st., Durham. *Middleton & Co. (Black- Wallsend.—Works for TC:—17 houses 
pool), Ltd., Haughton-le-Skerne, nr. Darling- Shafto-st. estate: *J. Armstrong, Wallseng 
ton, £59,126 (subject to M of E approval). £23,152.—Eight flats nr. Station-rd,: "FP 

Nuneaton.—New Methodist church at Dodsworth, Whitley Bay, £10,445 (subject ‘ 
Edward-st. and Cotton-rd. *G. E. & W. MH&LG approval). 

Wincott, Ltd., Coton-rd., Nuneaton, West Bromwich.—55 houses, Hateley Hea, 

Oxfordshire.—Prim. sch., Bicester for CC. for CBC. Boro’ E&S: H. Schofield, AMICE, 
County A: G. R. Hutton (F), FRICS, Park AMIMunE, AMTPI. ‘*Nathan Hyde, Clare. 
End-st. Offices, Oxford. QS: H. J. Ridge & mont-rd., Sedgley, £74,895. 

Ptnrs. tNorman Collisson (Contractors), Ltd., Wolverhampton.—Six shops and maisonettes 
London-rd., Bicester, £41,368. over at Moreton estate for BC. *A. Poole g 

Portsmouth.—110 houses at Parkhouse Son and Co., Skinner-st., £21,361. 
Farm, Leigh Park, for City C. City A: Frank York.—Works for City C. City A: E. Fi 
Mellor (F), 1, Western-parade. *J. C. Nicholls, (F), AMTPI, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. 31 dwell” 
Ltd., Court-la., Cosham, Portsmouth, £145,100. at Chapel Fields, *F. Shepherd & Son, lid 

Rickmansworth.—70 dwellings at Haple Blue Bridge-la., York, £41,730.—1] dwelling” 
Cross estate. E&S: Fredk. A. J. Smith, at Askham-la., *F. Shepherd & Son, Lid 
MIMunE, AMIStructE, AMTPI. QS: Fowler, £15, 921.—Eight dwellings at Dale-st., *Yor 
Hugman & Waghorn, 8, William IV-st., Strand, Co-operative Society, Nicholas-pl., Hull. d. 
WC2. Universal Housing Co., Ltd.; A. E. York, £11,593. a 
Islip & Co., Ltd.; Bunting Construction Co., 
Ltd.; H. M. Emery & Sons, Ltd.; M. Howard —— a 
(Mitcham), Ltd.; Davey Estates, Ltd.; Modern 
Homes, Ltd.; Galton Bldg. Contractors; Tk. 

Nash Contractors, Ltd.; E. S. Gates, Ltd.; yalled 

E. J. G. Morgan, Ltd.; Sherman & Co. \\} uneq 

(Ealing), Ltd.; Abbiss & Hale, Ltd.; *F. H. sti for quality 
Hale, 52, Bateman-rd., Croxley Green. — d! b Id 

St. Albans.—6 flats and 6 garages, rear Hall- cost buildi 
pl., St. Peter’s-st. for City C. City E&S: A. S. i rected ng 
Moody, AMICE, MIMunE, AMTPI. QS: H. J. 

Venning & Ptnrs., WC1. Dunham Builders, Ltd., k ROAD « A H a ESO \ 
£24,422. J. P. White & Ptnrs., £24,371. C. 

ae # Sons, soe a <a CELLULAR BLOCKS 
& Co., Ltd., £22,741. Read Bros., Builders, Ltd., 

£22,559, Pearce & Barker, Ltd., £22,263. *Davies ange) § CO: LD. SAGES aaa 
& Rentowl, Ltd., Victoria Works, St. Albans, 
£21,776. 

Settle.—36 houses at Mill at : ite for RDC. 
*KRJ Construction Co., Ltd., £56,753. 

Sheffield.—35 dwellings and 4 garages at 
Duke-st. for TC. *Reeves Charlesworth, Ltd., 
£76,084. 

Tyldesley.—Extensions to premises for Ward 
& Goldstone, Ltd. *E. Taylor & Co., Ltd., 
Ebor Sawmills, Littleborough, Lancs. 

Wallsend.—Eight-storey flats at Ropery-la. 
site for TC. Boro’ E: C. E. Faddy. *George 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard-hse., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, £297,119. 
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SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
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Inspect one that has withstood FLOORS 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. ila 
Victoria Works, 
eee Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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W.& M.NEGUS LT? 
Station Works, 


KiNG JAMES STREET, SE/ 
and Dovite Roan, _ 

South Norwoop, s.£.25. 

(ddiscombe 3427) 















CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Registered Office: Works: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
EC.1 KENT 
MONarch 7597 -8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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